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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Robert Dennis

 To expand further on my ar� cle for the March 2015 

issue of the St. Andrew’s Cross, � tled Small Group Ministries, 

the ques� on a ministry to men needs to answer is “What 

happens when your small group ministry fails?”  The answer: 

men lose out!

 Their parishes cease to have an organized ministry 

opportunity to men and possibly there may not be any other 

path for men to take to meet with like-minded men to grow 

spiritually together.

 Let’s explore several contribu� ng elements causing any 

failed a" empts for the survival of a small group (chapter).  It 

may be be" er to refer to a chapter failing instead of a small 

group, which either way needs our a" en� on.

 I have seen fi rst-hand what triggers this dilemma.  For 

example, it is crucial for the success of any chapter to meet 

three important objec� ves that form the founda� on of a 

healthy group.

 First, it is impera� ve that a key man or leader be 

iden� fi ed for the group. A man that will at least ini� ally be 

the contact between the chapter and the fi eld leadership 

(diocesan coordinator, chapter sponsor, etc.) and the na� onal 

offi  ce.

 Please know that some� mes this man is not looking to 

stay in that leadership role for an extended period of � me.  

Further, he may become discouraged for lack of interest or 

support shown by the members, and at other � mes, men 

may disagree with the direc� on he is leading.  The end result 

is he steps down.

 Another reason is evidenced by the dynamic leader 

who starts the chapter and, due to work, health or family 

commitments can no longer fulfi ll this role.

 Second, a leader must build a team to support its 

ministry eff orts plans.

 Just as necessary, the leader in � me mentors his future 

successor, thus avoiding a gap in leadership when he steps 

down.

 The third and equally important objec� ve is having a 

priest who is totally suppor� ve of your chapter and ministry 

work. Your priest will infl uence men to join your group, 

as he or she meets with men in a pastoral or counseling 

rela� onship at your parish.

 The three keys to a successful chapter s� ll require 

dedica� on and a belief in a ministry to men. When that belief 

changes due to extenua� ng circumstances, the priest can 

intervene, and a Brother Andrew can assist if called upon.

 Our na� onal offi  ce can be contacted to determine which 

fi eld leader may be able to assist a chapter. A fi eld leader may 

not be able to be there in person, but just as I have done over 

the years, to speak by telephone to the men who reach out 

to us is quite possible, and can be very produc� ve

 Patrick Morley from Man in the Mirror Ministries located 

in Casselberry, Florida, poses this ques� on, “How do we bring 

Christ and His gospel to the world in the most eff ec� ve way?

 That ques� on has already been answered. Jesus said, 

“Go and make disciples.” I have wri" en ar� cles for the St. 

Andrew’s Cross in the past, and stated “making disciples is 

our primary objec� ve!”

 This is the mission purpose for the Brotherhood of St. 

Andrew and it is nothing less than that!

 I recently read this quote in a Florida publica� on from St. 

Pete Beach, “If you do what you’ve always done, you’ll get 

what you’ve always go" en,” wri" en by Tony Robbins.  I like 

this quote because it says it “like it is” and that is if you see 

your group’s mee� ngs lacking interest and mo� va� on, reach 

out to the wider Brotherhood community and leadership,  for 

advice.

 Remember the phrase “no man is an island?”

 Well look at it this way, “no chapter is isolated” and we 

all need the support of our fellow Brothers Andrew! Let’s 

band together to make a diff erence in the lives of all men we 

disciple for Christ, and not let another chapter fail.  Go and 

make disciples!

 “Be strong and courageous.”  Joshua 1:9

 President Robert Dennis can be reached at rdennis4@nyc.

rr.com.

When a small 
group ministry

to men fails
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NATIONAL SERVICE DAY IS APRIL 25

Brothers-in-action for our 
third National Service Day 

By Jim Goodson

 Brothers across the na� on will take part in 

their third Na� onal Service Day April 25.

 “We had good par� cipa� on the fi rst 

two years and we are hoping for even more 

projects this � me around,” President Bob 

Dennis, who introduced the concept in 2013, 

says.

 Na� onal Service Day is an inter-

denomina� onal event involving Lutherans 

(LCMS and ELCA), Methodists (UM Men), 

Episcopalians (the Brotherhood of St. Andrew) 

and several independent congrega� ons. 

Churches o� en join together to undertake 

service projects in their communi� es.

 “The only requirement is that these 

projects be Christ-centered and meaningful,” 

President Dennis says. “While the 

Brotherhood is organizing these service 

projects, women are encouraged to take part. 

“It’s great to see whole churches get involved. 

Many use this day to spruce up the church 

grounds or spring-clean the interior.

 “Other projects have involved building 

ramps in disabled people’s homes in Arizona 

and South Carolina, turning a grimy lo�  into 

a youth center in Louisville, landscaping a 

hospital in Queens, New York, installing new 

windows in an Alabama church camp and 

sending much-needed gi�  cards to residents 

of West, Texas whose homes and belongings 

were destroyed by a fer� lizer explosion one week before 

Na� onal Service Day.

 Twenty-one projects were undertaken in 2013 and 2014.

 “Na� onal Service Day off ers us the opportunity to 

showcase the Brotherhood in ac� on and making a diff erence 

in their communi� es,” President Dennis says. “We want each 

church or chapter to report their project to our Na� onal 

Offi  ce – along with photos iden� fying the pictured Brothers. 

That way the projects can be reported in the St. Andrew’s 

Cross.

 “You should also send these stories to your local 

media outlets. And you can let your local TV sta� ons and 

newspapers know about your project in advance. O� en, 

they’ll send a reporter or camera crew to produce their own 

story.”

 For more informa� on about Na� onal Service Day contact 

the Na� onal Offi  ce at 724-266-5810 or contact President 

Dennis at rdennis4@nyc.rr.com.  

Leading Christ-centered projects for communities, churches

Under Queens Assembly President Richard Williams’ guidance, below right, 
a group from St. David’s Episcopal Church  planted 20 po! ed perennials, 
70 fl ats of annuals and 40 bulbs at St. John’s Episcopal Hospital. Their work 
beau# fi ed the main entrance, doctor’s entrance, staff  picnic area and human 
resource offi  ce.  God provided rain the morning of the event to prepare the 
soil, the gentlemen and ladies worked hard and staff  and visitors cheered 
the parishioners with their compliments. They reported it to be a fun and 
exhaus# ng day. 
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TRIENNIAL WELCOMES VISITORS TO FRIDAY EVENT

By Jim Goodson

 PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania – In a departure from 

previous Triennial Conven� ons, the Brotherhood will off er a 

day-long seminar featuring eight topics of interest to men in 

today’s society.

 Episcopal leaders from throughout Pennsylvania and 

nearby New Jersey are being invited to a� end this fi rst 

Brotherhood Ministry Fair Day.

 On Friday, June 12, leaders of important Pennsylvania 

ministries will address issues that impact men today: How 

to be a Great Dad in the 21st 

Century, Blended Families, 

Crea� ng Veteran Friendly 

Congrega� ons, Restora� ve 

Jus� ce (helping prison 

parolees adjust to modern 

society), Using Social Media, 

Fatherless and Homeless 

Boys, Ways the Brotherhood 

can support the Boy Scouts 

and Comba�  ng Pornography.

 “To stay relevant in 

today’s world and to remain the foremost ministry in the 

Episcopal Church, we must be prepared to provide the tools 

needed by our men in the fi eld,” Na� onal Council chairman 

Brother Robby Gerber says.

Speakers include:

 •  Dave Armstrong of the Greater Philadelphia North 

Coali� on for Men’s Discipleship, who will discuss Discipleship 

Training;

 •  Ron Deal of Family Life, who will emphasize Manning 

Up 21st Century Blended Families: How to be a Dad;

 •  The Rev. Robert Certain, who will describe 

the Brotherhood’s many successful Veteran Friendly 

Congrega� ons – and how we can create more;

 •  Brother Vice President Roy Benavides, who will 

talk about the constantly-evolving Social Media world, its 

numerous pla� orms and how to use them to reach young 

men;

 •  Dr. Edwin S. Davis, board chairman of the Texas 

Restora� ve Jus� ce Network. He’ll examine the several 

Brotherhood chapters and assemblies currently helping 

parolees adjust to society – and how we can help more 

parolees;

 •  Joel Hesch, founder of Proven Men Ministries, who 

will tell Brothers and invitees how to help men addicted to 

pornography; 

 “We live in a world full of fatherless and homeless youth, 

blended families, pornography and addic� ons,” Brother 

Gerber says. “There are many real-life ministry opportuni� es 

for all our Brothers.”

 The Friday all-day event will be open to all Brothers and, 

more important, church 

vestry members (including 

women) and diocesan 

commi� ee members.

 The Ministry Fair will 

follow a Thursday when 

Na� onal Council members 

tend to our 132-year-

old ministry’s business: 

approving a budget, 

elec� ng new offi  cers, etc

 President Robert 

Dennis, comple� ng two consecu� ve three-year-terms and 

who is ineligible to run again, wanted to revamp the Triennial 

to take advantage of the fact that a large con� ngent of 

Chris� an men were gathering in one place for one singular 

mission: to bring men and boys to Jesus Christ.

 “We need to look outward and not inward,” the president 

says.

 “It’ll be tough but we can do all of our business in one 

day,” President Dennis says. “Then we can spend the rest of 

our � me marshalling our energies to focus on ministry.”   

 Philadelphia Deputy Mayor Evere�  Gillison  will 

welcome a� endees and organiza� ons will off er booths with 

informa� on to help Brothers learn how to get involved in 

their ministries.

 Bishop Rodney Michael of the Episcopal Diocese of 

Pennsylvania will be the Celebrant for the Holy Communion 

service that’s the fi rst item of business when the ministry fair 

begins at 8 a.m. at the Philadelphia Airport Marrio� .

 The conference’s theme is Go and Make Disciples.

New Ministry Fair
faces men’s issues

‘We need to  look
outward, not inward.’
                             

                              - President Bob Dennis
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW, INC. 

TRIENNIAL CONVENTION 2015 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

FRIDAY MINISTRY FAIR  REGISTRATION ONLY 

CONTACT NAME: ________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE ___________________________________________________________________________

EMAIL (PRINT CLEARLY) __________________________________________________________________

_____ BStA MEMBER _____GUEST

ORGANIZATION OR CHURCH_______________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION FEE : ONE PERSON ONLY: NAME: __________________________________________ $ 75

GROUP RATE (2 OR MORE ATTENDEES FROM SAME PARISH) REGISTRATION FEE @ $60.00 PER PERSON

CLEARLY PRINT LIST OF NAMES IN GROUP :

_______________________________________ __________________________________________

_______________________________________ __________________________________________

_______________________________________ __________________________________________

_______________________________________ __________________________________________

FIRST REGISTRANT: $ 75.00

ADDITIONAL REGISTRANTS @ $60.00 EACH: #_____ X $60.00 = $ _______

REGISTRATION FEE TOTALS: $_______

ALL REGISTRATION FEES INCLUDE LUNCH!



        The ST. ANDREW’S CROSS April 20156

BROTHERHOOD SUPPLIED SPIRITUAL SOLACE DURING WORLD WARS 

Day trip to ‘our fi nest hour’

By Jim Goodson

 PHILADELPHIA - Brothers a� ending this summer’s 

Triennial conference will visit the site of the Brotherhood’s 

mammoth - and successful - eff ort to keep track of and 

contact soldiers during World Wars I and II.

 The building that housed the diocese of Philadelphia’s 

Church House is now an offi  ce building in downtown 

Philadelphia.

 Its current owners have graciously agreed to open the 

facility to the Brotherhood on Saturday, June 13 for a visit 

from Brothers a� er the Triennial’s noon conclusion.

 “The Brotherhood’s membership spiked following 

the world wars and many feel it’s due to the support our 

soldiers received from the Brotherhood,” Vice-President 

of Field Opera� ons Jeff  Butcher says. Brother Butcher is 

in charge of planning the day trip to the intersec� on of 12 

and Walnut streets, site of the former Episcopal Church 

House.

 “This was the site of one of the Brotherhood’s fi nest 

hours,” he added.

 The following is a descrip� on of the Brotherhood’s 

war-era eff orts, reprinted from A History of the 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

The Brotherhood’s fi nest hour   
  

 There are no atheists in foxholes.

 A review of Brotherhood sta� s� cs proves this old adage to 

be true: membership in the Brotherhood reached its largest 

level during World War I and recorded similar spikes during 

World War II and the Korean Confl ict. Even today there are s� ll 

many chapters in South Korea.

 It was a case of the Brotherhood stepping in to fi ll a much-

needed void. The original plan called for the YMCA to handle all 

Chris� an lay ministries during what was called the Great War.

 To the Brotherhood, it was obvious at once that the YMCA 

approach was to encourage men to write home regularly and to 

provide a place to play cards and shoot pool

 The Brotherhood saw things diff erently.

  Its goal was to bring men to Christ and to serve their Godly 

needs. Just before the Good Friday which marked America’s 

entrance into the war, two Brotherhood leaders from 

Philadelphia - Benjamin Finney and G. Frank Shelby – entered 

into a long discussion about the opportuni� es to serve God the 

Great War would provide. Within days, they had contacted the 

Brotherhood’s Na� onal Council and its President E.H. Bonsall, 

outlining a mammoth project to put every single serviceman 

into contact with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

 The next step was for President Bonsall to contact Presiding 

Bishop Daniel Tu� le. An editorial in The Churchman, wri� en at 

the � me, gives an early perspec� ve of the work which was to 

grow into the Army and Navy Department of the Brotherhood 

of St. Andrew:

 “The Brotherhood of St. Andrew has not been slow to 

recognize and respond to the excep� onal opportuni� es 

continued on page 7

The Beasley Building  at 12th and Walnut streets in downtown 
Philadelphia was the site of what many call “the Brotherhood’s 
fi nest hour.”

When we tracked and supported soldiers during World Wars I and II
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presented by war condi� ons. Hundreds of Brotherhood men 

and large numbers of other churchmen are gathering in military 

camps. By their side are thousands of young men who will need, 

now as never before, and will more cordially welcome, all the 

steadying infl uences which the 

Chris� an religion can supply.

 “The Brotherhood’s twofold vow 

of prayer and service is of special 

appropriateness and special urgency 

under these condi� ons and the 

Church may well be gra� fi ed that 

defi nite measures are to be taken to 

marshal the resources of this 

excellent organiza� on for the duty 

thus presented.

 “There seems to be no one 

agency in the Church whose 

par� cular business it is to represent 

the Church in this war work. The 

Brotherhood is excep� onally well-

fi � ed to undertake it and it ought to 

be given the right of way. The 

Brotherhood has before it the 

opportunity of a life� me. If it can 

measure up to the needs of the great 

task before it – and we believe it can 

– the Church will be behind it with the needed measure of 

sympathy and fi nancial support.”

 For 33 years the Brotherhood of St. Andrew had been 

preparing for just such a mammoth eff ort. It was es� mated 

there were at least 150,000 ac� ve communicants supported by 

96 chaplains funded by the government and not under the 

control of the Church.

 The backbone of the plan were the Brotherhood 

secretaries, who were trained to follow the model of Christ – to 

seek out the li� le group of the faithful and set them to work. 

Four secretaries were assigned to each of the major Army and 

Navy bases. Some 967 groups were formed. These were 

Chris� ans from all denomina� ons, a condi� on insisted upon by 

the Brotherhood’s Na� onal Council despite considerable 

resistance from many of the clergy.

 Working out of Church House at the intersec� on of Twel� h 

and Walnut streets in Philadelphia, courtesy of the Episcopal 

Diocese of Pennsylvania, a staff  of stenographers and clerks 

tracked the comings and goings of the offi  cers, soldiers and 

sailors of the Army and Navy. In response to le� ers wri� en to 

bishops, clergy, Brotherhood chapters, and chaplains from the 

Army and Navy, Red Cross, YMCA and rectors from churches, 

thousands of names were received.

 The Brotherhood’s effi  ciency was quickly demonstrated 

when a request for the names of all chaplains in all branches of 

the services – and where and who they were serving – could 

only be supplied by the Brotherhood, which produced the list 

almost instantly.

 This massive card catalogue project 

became known as The Great Honor Roll of 

The Church. Once Brotherhood secretaries 

began making rounds at the camps, they 

found the Army and Navy full of earnest, 

Chris� an servicemen with the same desire 

and willingness to witness for the Master 

and spread His kingdom they had 

demonstrated in civilian life. 

 The obvious plan was to seek out these 

men and muster them for construc� ve 

Chris� an service among their comrades.

 So the ques� on is: How well did all this 

work? Did the Brotherhood succeed in 

bringing men to Christ during World War 

I? We turn to sta� s� cs.

 Cold sta� s� cs can be deceiving. There 

is no way to measure the eff ects of holding 

someone’s hand as he waits for a medic; 

of ge"  ng le� ers from parishioners back 

home ; of having someone to talk to and pray with on long, cold 

nights … and of learning that eternal life is possible through 

Jesus Christ.

 Sta� s� cs were kept, however, on the number of men who 

were bap� zed and confi rmed during The Great War.  A total of 

679 soldiers asked to be bap� zed and 1,247 asked to be 

confi rmed. Brothers brought 326 of the men to be bap� zed (48 

percent of the total) and 787 to be confi rmed (63 percent), 

which demonstrates the eff ec� veness of the Brotherhood 

secretaries assigned to the Army and Navy camps and bases.

 In other words, at least half – and probably more – of the 

men who met Jesus during World War I did so because of the 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew. Addi� onally, 174 soldiers said they 

wanted to present themselves as candidates for Holy Orders.

 The work of the Brotherhood was never more important.  

Brave Brotherhood secretaries carried out their work in 

barracks, mess halls, hospitals and debarka� on centers, where 

the day and night ministra� ons were par� cularly inspiring. 

continued from page 6

continued on page 8

The Brotherhood linked soldiers to chaplains and families

This rare photo shows Brothers at work 
tracking U.S. soldiers at Church House dur-
ing World War I.
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While the in-the-fi eld secretaries were ministering to the in-the-

fi eld soldiers, the Central Offi  ce, a� er receiving reports from the 

secretaries, was sending out le� ers to the soldiers plus their 

families, le�  ng everyone know the Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

was ministering to their sons and dads. Plus, each soldier 

received a copy of the current edi� on of the St. Andrew’s Cross.  

In all, 102,915 copies of the St. Andrew’s Cross were distributed 

in this way.

 The Central Offi  ce vowed to fulfi ll any request made of the 

Brotherhood by any soldier. And 

with the coopera� on of many 

agencies, including the Church 

Periodical Club, the Red Cross and 

many individual donors, all 

requests – 450 in all, were fi lled. 

They included everything from 

seeking someone to act as “Father” 

in a school play to a request for a 

book on The Art of Velasquez.

 At its peak, the Brotherhood 

employed 78 stenographers, 

secretaries and clerks, who kept up 

with every soldier being ministered 

to. This list, called the Great Honor 

Roll of the Church, would prove to 

be invaluable to the Brotherhood in the years to come. It would 

also be invaluable to the soldiers themselves, who o� en needed 

help adjus� ng to “normal life” a� er par� cipa� ng in the bloody, 

mechanized Great War.

 When the Armis� ce was signed on Nov. 11, 1918, the 

a�  tude of all the men in the service immediately changed. They 

had been preparing for frigh! ul warfare and probable death.  

Suddenly, the prospect of returning to home, hearth and their 

previous life was real.

 The men were returning home very rapidly and faced a 

variety of problems in readjustment which could not be solved 

by big parades, streets decorated with bun� ng, speeches and 

large social func� ons. Many clergymen recognized this problem 

and urged the Church to do something about it. The bishops of 

the Church agreed, issuing a statement that the war work would 

not be fi nished “un� l our soldiers and sailors are safe again in 

their homes.”

 The bishops designed a program of work called The Parish 

Plan. No� ng the success of the Brotherhood of St. Andrews, and 

especially the importance of the Brotherhood secretaries, who 

had been living with the men in their camps for two years, the 

bishops off ered the Brotherhood the opportunity to operate 

and oversee The Parish Plan. Seizing the day, the Brotherhood 

jumped at the chance.

 Brotherhood secretaries were quickly withdrawn from the 

camps, given one week to get their aff airs in order and then sent 

back into the fi eld – this � me the parishes and churches of the 

Episcopal Church (some secretaries were sent to the Churches 

of Christ, whose federal council had been early and unwavering 

supporters of the Brotherhood plan. The American Red Cross 

was also an enthusias� c supporter of The Parish Plan).

 The fast-moving Brotherhood secretaries held 1,165 

mee� ngs with church laymen from the Atlan� c to the Pacifi c 

and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian border. They talked 

with rectors and lay leaders about the best way to integrate the 

servicemen back into civilian life. 

Because of the nature of World 

War I, the secretaries didn’t 

realize at the � me how important 

this would prove to be – and how 

ahead of the � mes they were.

 World War I was a modern 

war fought with ancient ba� le 

plans. New, terrifying killing 

inven� ons such as the machine 

gun, tanks, fl amethrowers and 

germ and chemical warfare were 

deployed along the front lines, 

which were proving obsolete and 

outmatched against the new 

machinery. Long, hand-dug 

trenches were built throughout Europe, just as they had been in 

the Civil War. Soldiers felt hopeless – their mud bunkers were no 

match against bombs dropped from high al� tudes.

 It didn’t take long for people to realize that the serviceman 

they said goodbye to at the start of the war was psychologically 

diff erent upon his return. Many were said to be “shell-shocked,” 

a condi� on heretofore unknown; today we call it “post 

trauma� c stress disorder.” The pronounced diff erence in the 

mental state of many of the returning soldiers brought about 

the term “the Lost Genera� on,” referring to the veterans of 

World War I.

 Meanwhile, the Na� onal Offi  ce was following the men as 

they were being demobilized by watching the reports of the 

movements of military units. A le� er of welcome was sent to 

each returning serviceman and the rector of their home church 

was no� fi ed. In all, 729 churches out of the 1,165 that existed 

during World War I organized church welcoming commi� ees, 

thanks to the work of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 

 The Brotherhood’s prescience in determining that the 

returnees would need more than a parade is truly the work of 

the Lord.

continued from page 7
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Brotherhood
representa� ves 

lived with soldiers
in their camps.
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By Jack Hanstein

 PHOENIX - All Saints of the Desert has begun a new minis-

try as a part of its commi� ment to returning Veterans.

 First, the church’s outreach dollars furnished a room at 

the U.S. VETS-Phoenix Center on Grand  and 35th Avenue. As 

a follow-up, the outreach commi� ee, the Brotherhood of St 

Andrew chapter and the hospitality commi� ee joined forces 

to prepare and serve a hot meal for the 100-plus veterans liv-

ing at the Center. 

 On March 13,  men and women from All Saints prepared, 

transported and served soup and bread to the U.S. VETS-

Phoenix Center on Grand Avenue.

 Chapter President Earl Collier and wife Marci,  Province 

VIII President Jack Hanstein and Ron Shone served more than 

65 residents of the center and had the opportuniity to meet 

and hear stories from some of our Veterans.

 As a part of its par� cipa� on as a Veteran Friendly Congre-
ga� on, the Brotherhood chapter will provide a meal on the 
secnd Friday of each month at the U.S. VETS-Phoenix Center. 
Brothers are invi� ng members of the congrega� on to join 
them and be a part of this exci� ng new ministry.
 This will be an ongoing ministry of All Saints of the Desert 
Brothers.
 In Maricopa County 2,600 to 3,600 veterans are home-
less. The Arizona Department of Veteran Services developed 
a statewide plan to prevent and ul� mately end homelessness 
among military veterans.
 The federal plan set forth strategic ac� ons in fi ve key ar-
eas:

 •  Providing aff ordable Housing

 •  Providing permanent suppor� ve housing

 •  Increasing meaningful and sustainable employment

 •  Reducing Financial Vulnerability

 •  Transforming homeless services to crisis response sys-
tems focus on preven� on and rapid re-housing.
 U.S. VETS-Phoenix came to the conclusion that it was 
necessary to open an addi� onal facility that helps and assist 
veterans with aff ordable housing and services.
 Shortly therea" er, the U.S. VETS-Phoenix/Grand Ave loca-
� on was opened for veterans who desire long-term housing.
This 134-room facility is in a prime loca� on near the V.A. hos-
pital and provides recrea� onal equipment, a pool/spa, and 

other great ameni� es.
 U.S. VETS - Phoenix/Grand Ave has incorporated a clinical 
services program to be� er prepare veterans for independent 
living. The Clinical Supervisor works with case managers to 
enroll clients in clinical services. The organiza� on will partner 
with mental health providers to increase services in the areas 
of general counseling, anger management and grief counsel-
ing. Enhanced substance abuse treatment services will also 
be provided.
 Veterans interested in living at the U.S.VETS-Phoenix 
Grand Ave. loca� on should call 602-264-9164 for informa� on.

 Jack Hanstein is Province VIII President of the Brother-

hood of St. Andrew. He can be reached at provviiipres@gmail.

com. The U.S.-VETS program contributed to the story.

Phoenix Brothers feed Vets
U.S.-VETS program augments services the VA cannot provide

Men and women from All Saints 
of the Desert Episcopal Church fed 
Veterans March 13, the fi rst of a 
monthly feeding ministry to the U.S. 
Vet Center to be led by the church’s
Brotherhood chapter. 

THOUSANDS OF SERVICEMEN ARE HOMELESS IN MARICOPA COUNTY
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By Jim Goodson

 Former U.S. Marine sniper and AT&T execu� ve Jerry 

Baxley has taken on another posi� on: diocesan coordinator in 

the Episcopal Diocese of Alabama.

 “I’ve got a lot of ideas about crea� ng new Brotherhood 

chapters. But I need to talk to our na� onal leadership fi rst,” 

Brother Baxley says. “Do all chapters have to be affi  liated with 

a church? That’s something I’d like to explore.”

 Brother Baxley, an “outside-

the-box” thinker, has used his 

crea� vity in many diff erent spheres 

of infl uence.
 He’s from Thomasville, Georgia, 
an upscale Southern town where 
his father was a railroad execu� ve 

and his mother worked as a 

secretary and bookkeeper.

 Raised in the Methodist Church, Jerry was 10 years old 

when his parents abruptly le�  their established church to 

start a new church they named Morningside Methodist. 

“That’s when I had to grow up fast,” Jerry says, adding that 

he learned all the many tasks necessary to make a church 

successful.

 “I helped clear the land, learned carpentry, met a whole 

new group of people and just did whatever was necessary,” 

Brother Baxley says.

 A� er gradua� ng from Central High School, Jerry went to 

the University of Georgia but le�  a� er two years to join the 

Marines. “There was just too much pressure,” he says. “My 

parents wanted me to be a lawyer, but I was � red of school.”

 A� er basic training at Parris Island, South Carolina, Jerry 

was shipped off  to California then Vietnam. During advanced 
infantry training, Marine Baxley proved “a natural shooter.” 
Rushed into advanced math classes, Marine Baxley became a 
sniper. He handled long shots while on patrol with his division 
– a “hunter” in Marine terminology.
 But he was also a successful opera� ng alone on orders 

from his superiors. Much of his career is classifi ed, but 

Brother Baxley says he “got to see the world.” He represented 

the U.S. Marines as envoy to the Va� can, became an offi  cer 

working out of Washington, D.C. and had President Reagan’s 

personal cell phone number.

 During his second tour of duty, Brother Baxley a! ended 

Pepperdine University – paid for by the Marines – and 

studied the then-infant subject of Informa� on Technology. 

The service also paid for the MBA from a special Pepperdine 

campus for Marine Corps students (now defunct) .

 Ge"  ng in on the ground fl oor of the computer industry 

would prove a boon for Brother Baxley when he went to work 

for AT&T a� er his two terms of duty were up. He designed 

much of AT&T’s computer networks 

and also worked in sales before 

re� ring.

 Brother Baxley has two children from 

his fi rst marriage: son Christopher 

works in the medical profession while 

daughter Kelly teaches special needs 

students in Los Angeles.

 Brother Baxley fi rst met his soul mate 

Wanda Devereaux when “I was 10 or 15 years old.” They re-

met each other later in life and “the rest is history,” Brother 

Baxley says. The couple has one daughter and their extended 

family counts eight grandchildren.

 We have Wanda to thank for Brother Baxley’s conversion 

to the Episcopal Church. “She made it clear that if we got 

married, we would be Episcopalians,” Brother Baxley says.

 The couple ini� ally a! ended the Church of the 

Holy Comforter, where Brother Baxley fi rst joined the 

Brotherhood. Now, they a! end the Church of the Ascension 

where rector The Rev. Andrew Thayer tapped the ex-Marine 

Corps offi  cer to start a men’s group, which he did. Brother 

Baxley gave the ini� al 15 members the op� on of being 

independent or joining the Brotherhood. They chose the 

Brotherhood.

 It’s a unique chapter – this Spring the church will conduct 

a Blessing of the Bikes since many of the parishioners are 

motorcycle enthusiasts (including Wanda and her husband).

 As diocesan coordinator, Brother Baxley intends to build 

chapters at all three major college campuses in Alabama. 

That’s just for starters, but that’s all he’ll say about his plans – 

for now. A� er all, he’s an offi  cer in the U.S. Marine Corps and 

he’s big on a proper chain of command.

 “There are lots of new ways to bring men together,” he 

says. “But I want to talk to our leadership fi rst. If this works, it 

can go na� onwide.”

 Brother Baxley intends to build 
chapters at all three major college 
campuses in Alabama. That’s just for 
starters, but that’s all he’ll say about his 
plans – for now. 

Jerry Baxley’s precise world
New Alabama diocesan coordinator has a new path toward growth
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 h� ps://www.facebook.com/
brothersandrew.net

BROTHERS WHO
HAVE DIED

h� p://brotherhoodofstandre.
ipage.com/
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h� ps://twi� er.com/
BrothersAndrewBSTA

Rt. Rev. Creighton Robertson
Life Member

Sioux Falls, SD

Bro. Wesley Carey
New York, NY

Rev. John Negro� o
Red Bank, NJ

Rt. Rev. Orris G. Walker, Jr.
Detroit, MI

Bro. Edward Keune
Ellington, CT

Bro. James Davies
New Providence, NJ

Bro. Robert Lynch
Stockbridge, CA

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

Bro. Walter Benjamin
Bloomfi eld, CT

Bro. Robert Trae!  no

Denver, CO

The Rev. Kenneth R. Orsburn, Jr.

Tulsa, OK

Bro. Leonard Par" ss, Jr.

Bohemia, NY 

NEW CHAPTERS

St. John’s Episcopal

Wytheville, VA

St. David’s Episcopal

Ashburn, VA

Church of the Ascension

Montgomery, AL

Boy Scouts teamed with Brothers from  St. John’s Episcopal Church in Naperville. 

Illinois to cook pancakes for parishioners on Shrove Tuesday. In the le#  photo are 

Brothers John Walker and Jack Hammel. In the right photo, Brother Jeff  Dooling 

oversees the serving line

Scouts, Brothers cook up
Shrove Tuesday pancakes
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BROTHERS DEMONSTRATE LEADERSHIP IN FLORIDA, OKLAHOMA

Province VIII President Jack Hanstein, 
second from right, represented the Broth-
erhood March 24-26 at the Interna� onal 
Pentecostal Holiness Church Men’s Minis-
tries’ annual Denomina� onal Men’s Min-
istries Leadership event at IPHC Ministries 
in Oklahoma City. The annual gathering 
of leadership is given to building rela� on-
ships, networking, and training, along 
with the sharing of ideas and resources. 
See Lead Like Jesus (h� ps://leadlikejesus.
com/) for more informa� on.

 B y Dick Block

 BELLEVIEW, Florida 
– The 10th St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church golf ou� ng 
– organized by the church’s 
Brotherhood chapter – is all 
about kids.
 The golf ou� ng 
sponsors scholarships for 
17 youngsters at Camp 
Wingmann, the summer 
youth camp for the 
Episcopal Diocese of Central 
Florida. The camp is located 
on 42 acres wrapped around 
Trout Lake in Avon Park, 
Florida.
 More than 100 golfers 
raised more than $5,000. 
The golf ou� ng – it’s not a 
tournament – was held at 
Eagle Rock Golf Club, a Del 
Webb development in Summerfi eld, Florida.
 The scholarships help parents with limited fi nancial 
means. At the camp, the youngsters par� cipate in 
recrea� onal and team building ac� vi� es, along with religious 
instruc� on. The camp experience helps educate and build 
strong social skills for elementary, middle and high school 
students.
 Several of the young people who received scholarships 
are students at St. Mary’s Good News Club, a unique a� er-
school program in public schools founded by Brother Jim 
Koehlinger.
 In addi� on to all the recrea� onal programs, the campers 

par� cipate in Biblical teaching and chapel services. The 
youngsters have a lot of fun singing contemporary Chris� an 
songs. When they fi nd that being a Chris� an can be fun, they 
fi nd that the most important thing they can do is put Christ at 
the center of their lives.
  
 Brother Dick Block died Dec. 1, 2014. He was a faithful 

Brother and a frequent contributor to the St. Andrew’s Cross 

on behalf of two chapters: St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in 

Belleville, Florida and St. Luke’s Episcopal Church at his 

summer home in Branchport, New York. He was working on 

this story at the � me of his death.  

About 100 golfers raised about $5,000 to send youngsters to a� end Camp Wingmann, 
the summer camp in the Episcopal Diocese of Central Florida. The Brotherhood chap-
ter at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Belleview Florida sponsors the annual 10-year-
old event. 

Golfers send kids to camp


