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California Brothers support 
Kairos prison weekends

They also bring families to visit their incarcerated dads
By Jim Goodson

 ROCKLIN, California – 
Northern California Brothers 
are ac� vely involved in prison 
ministries.
 Inmates at California 
State Prison in Folsom receive 
regular four-day weekend 
visits from Kairos prison 
ministry teams.
 Brother Jack Dillon, 
president of our chapter at 
St. Augus� ne of Canterbury 
Episcopal Church in Rocklin, 
will lead the Kairos weekend 
October 8-11.
 Brothers Dillon and Steve 
Mershon are among 30 men 
from diff erent denomina� ons 
who just spent four days April 
16-19 sharing the love and 
forgiveness of Jesus Christ 
with incarcerated men on a 
one-to-one basis. A� er the 
ini� al April weekend, when the Kairos team taught a short 
course on Chris� anity, subsequent half-day reunions with the 
inmates are being held during the next 12 months. 
 “Kairos has been called the best example of the early 
church in existence today,” Brother Mershon says. “It’s a 
ministry of apostles whom Jesus has called and sent forth 
into the correc� onal ins� tu� on environment.”
 Kairos is ac� ve in 17 prisons in California and also off ers 

Kairos Outside, 
which helps 
female and 
children loved 
ones of men and 
women who are 
or have been 
incarcerated.
 St. Aug us� ne 
Brothers are 
also conduc� ng 
a barbecue 
luncheon June 7 
to raise funds for 
upcoming Kairos 
prison weekends.
 Other 
Episcopal 
churches 
and chapters 
northwest of 
Sacramento 
conduct prison 
ministries and 
support Kairos. 

 St. Barnabas Episcopal Church Brothers Arroyo Grande 
are helping raise $2,000 to support the cost for one of eight 
buses of approximately 15 families from distant homes in 
California in late May to visit fathers in the California Men’s 
Colony in San Luis Obispo.
 “The main purpose is to support children in their 
struggles to cope with the absence of their dads,” Brother 
Phil West says. “It is extremely meaningful for all involved.”

A recent Kairos prison ministry team includes Brothers and other 

St. Augus! ne of Canterbury parishioners. Brother Jack Dillon will 

lead a fall Kairos weekend at the California State Prison in Folsom.

                                                                                  photo courtesy Jack Hanstein.

‘Kairos is the best example of the early church in existence today.’
                                                                            - Brother Steve Mershon
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Robert Dennis

What can we do as 
Brothers Andrew?

 Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.. 

            Proverbs 27:17
 I recently read a brief report last month in May, published 
by Pew Associates, which focused on the declining popula� on of 
people iden� fying with Chris� anity in the United States.
 It was disturbing but not surprising. Fi� y-six million people are 

now classifi ed as “nones.” They are people not a� ending church, nor 

are they affi  liated with a church today.  Of these, nearly a third claim 

to be atheists or agnos� c.

 You may ask, why do I write about this in my monthly ar� cle 

to you? It is important for all of us, including me, to remember our 

Discipline of Service. Simply put, “leading others to Christ.”

 We must work together to stop the fl ow of people leaving the 

church today, or who would not think about going back to church, or 

maybe have never a� ended one.

 What is the purpose of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, and do 

we need a ministry to men in the United States, and around the 

world?  My answer is yes, and now more than ever!

 Look around your ci� es, towns and communi� es! So many 

terrible things are being commi� ed by mostly men and young men. 

I live in New York City and so far this year there are more reported 

shoo� ngs, killings and a� acks on innocent people and, sadly as well, 

the killings of police offi  cers.

 There are so many angry people who don’t know where to turn 

to and it appears that God is not a central part of their lives. Some 

resort to deadly violence and we mourn the lives lost as we witness 

the ever growing number of the graphic “news reports” on TV.

 Man in the Mirror men’s ministry, located in Florida, published 

an ar� cle on April 8, 2015 that talks about three ques� ons a 

produc� ve ministry needs to answer:

 Why do we exist;

 What do we do;

 How do we do it?

 Purpose, mission and strategy! The purpose of the Brotherhood 

is to pray, study and serve. It is “rocket science” and it is challenging 

for all of us. Discipleship is our calling, and will always be our calling 

as Brothers Andrew. So, we must pray about our calling, study and 

equip ourselves for our calling and be servant leaders who “go and 

make disciples” (our Triennial Conven� on theme).

 

 Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose 

that prevails.

                   Proverbs 19:21

 Do you believe that God has a purpose for you and all Brothers 

Andrew? I do, and some� mes I think about this, “what am I doing 

that will make a diff erence in the lives of the people I meet with, 

worship with and work projects with?” Is God’s purpose for me 

being fulfi lled?

 Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of 

the Lord Jesus.

               Colossians 3:1-17

 Let’s consider these ques� ons: Are we as a ministry to men, 

ge#  ng the “job” done? Are we working together for the spread of 

Christ’s kingdom? Are we sharing our faith with people we might 

disciple? Will your answer to these ques� ons change what you are 

presently doing?

 What can we do? We can follow in the path of our Founders and 

be bold as they were. They overcame obstacles, overcame nega� ve 

resistance to sharing the Gospel message, and grew in numbers of 

dedicated and commi� ed followers of Christ.

 These Godly men accomplished remarkable deeds in the U.S. 

and in other parts of the world. We can do the same. We must be 

bold and disciple men for Christ. Our governmental agencies have 

shown that they do not have the answers, and the results so far 

have been discouraging.

 I feel that we do!

 I am reaching out to you my fellow Brothers  Andrew and ask to 

once again answer the call to transform the hearts of men who are 

hur� ng, who need our prayers, who need our friendship and our 

mentoring.

 We can do something, and we can do something now!  Let’s 

change the world, one man at a � me, and lead all men and young 

men into the saving grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

 Be strong and courageous.

                                                                                               Joshua 1:9 

 May God richly bless your ministry to men!

 

 Brotherhood President Robert Dennis can be reached at 

rdennis4@nyc.rr.com.
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BROTHERS PASS STERN TEST OF THEIR COOKING SKILLS

Br Eric Haralson

 KNOXVILLE, Tennessee – St. John’s Cathedral 

Brothers cooked three major meals in consecu� ve 

days May 1-3.

 First up was an elegant Atlan� c salmon dinner 

for the Bishop’s Clergy dinner Friday night that 

also featured bacon-wrapped pork loin cooked 

over cherry wood.

 Then it was up-and-at-’em early Saturday for a 

trek to the diocese’s Grace Point Retreat Center to 

feed hundreds of hungry a� endees at Grace Point 
Day, a picnic for the whole diocese. This menu 
included pulled pork and corn-on-the-cob.
 On Sunday we cooked for a church fundraiser 
for our youth’s annual mission trip to St. Anne’s 
Episcopal Church in the Bronx. This involved 36 
slabs of the Brothers’ specialty: our award-winning 
loin-back ribs. All told, we raised about $1,400 for 
the youth’s trip to New York. 

photos by Eric Haralson and Sam Browning

Three events, three meals
Brothers feed hundreds meals back-to-back-to-back

Brother Ma!  Car off ers some personalized shucking of corn-on-the-cob to these at-
tending Grace Point Day May2 at Grace Point Retreat Center. Also on the menu were 
baked beans, ice cream and brownies at the picnic for the en# re diocese.

Diocesan picnickers line up at Grace Point Retreat Center for an Episco-
pal Diocese of East Tennessee picnic hosted by the Brotherhood at St. 
John’s Cathedral in Knoxville.
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‘Meaningful’ ac! vi! es 

 NAPERVILLE, Illinois – Brothers at St. 
John’s Episcopal Church here undertake 
a large number of projects that 
“provide meaningful ac� vi� es for men 
and youth that will result in bringing 
them closer to Christ,” director William 
Powell says.
 The chapter delivered 50 boxes with 
a Bible, toiletries and other necessi� es 
to men at St. Leonard’s House in 
Chicago, a halfway house facility for 
men recently released from prison. 
They also gave the men new wallets 
worth $200.
 One of the chapter’s unique 
programs involved a night out at 
the Kane County Cougars with the 
proceeds going to mortgage reduc� ons. 
The chapter also provides long-term 
support for Wayside Cross Ministries in 
a variety of ways.
 “We are developing a new 
Brotherhood website and developing 
strategies and ac� vi� es to a� ract new 
and younger mem,” Brother Powell 
says.

Chapter involved in Kairos

 DECATUR, Georgia – Holy Trinity 
Episcopal Church Brothers have 
been involved in prison ministry by 
suppor� ng Kairos ac� vi� es at Phillips 
State Prison in Buford, Georgia.
 More than 30 Brothers ac� vely 
pray for prison inmates, the chapter 
fi nancially supports the cost of one 
inmate par� cipant on Kairos weekends 
and Brothers are Kairos volunteers.
 “I never expected to fi nd real love, 
par� cularly in a place like this,” one 
inmate told a Kairos Brother. “This 
weekend I have found a new path that 
involves caring for and forgiving others 
instead of ha� ng them.”
 Holy Trinity Brothers also have 
provided long� me support for a 

 Editor’s note: Due to  prepara! ons 

for next week’s Triennial, this edi! on 

contains only four pages. Look for 

Triennial coverage in the July edi! on.

Ugandan student, who has now 
reached the university level.

New chapter hits the ground running

 SOMERS POINT, New Jersey – A" er 
a forma� ve year, the Christ Episcopal 
Church chapter formed in January 2014 
has begun reaching out to others.
 The chapter began suppor� ng 
the city’s Soup Fellowship and 
Brothers quickly became aware 
that many hungry and homeless 
people o" en have hungry pets. “So 
we are developing a rela� onship 
with an organiza� on that collects 
and distributes pet food for such 
situa� ons,” director Thomas Aishton 
says.
 “Our long-term vision is to be a 
sustainable and growing assembly of 
Brothers comprising men who choose 
to grow in faith through regular 
prayer, study and service,” Brother 
Aishton says. “We hope to a� ract men 
and boys through the execu� on of 
appropriate service projects.”

Four new members in Lexington

 LEXINGTON, Kentucky – Four 
new men joined the chapter at Christ 
Church Cathedral in Lexington and 
assimilated quickly, chapter director 
James Ware reports.
 Brothers took part in a fi sh fry 
during Lent and provide maintenance 
at the Episcopal cemetery.
 “We con� nue to increase in 
membership,” Brother Ware says.

                                - Jim Goodson


