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 SALT LAKE CITY – The General 

Conven� on of The Episcopal Church 

passed a resolu� on July 2 giving 

thanks for the Brotherhood of St. 

Andrew and urging all dioceses 

and congrega� ons to develop and 

expand men’s ministries

 The resolu� on contained a 

history of the Brotherhood and was 

authored by Brother Jack Hanstein 

and presented by a trio of delegates 

from the Episcopal Diocese of 

Arizona: The Rev. Bruce Jackson 

from Glendale, The Rev. Canon 

Timothy Dombek and youth deputy 

Miguel Carmona

 Fr. Dombek is canon for 

stewardship in the Diocese of 

Arizona.

 “It was great to see the 

Episcopal Church acknowledge 

the Brotherhood and we hope 

this results in more chapters and 

a greater emphasis on men’s 

ministries na� onwide,” Brother 

Hanstein said.

 The resolu� on reads:

 Resolved, that the 78th General

Conven� on acknowledge with

thanks to God for the Brotherhood

of St. Andrew and 132 years of

ministry to men and boys and be it

further

 Resolved that the 78th General

Conven� on encourage and support

dioceses and congrega� ons in their

eff orts to develop and expand

Ministry to Men throughout the

Episcopal Church, and to mentor and 

raise up the next genera� on of young 

men throughout the Episcopal Church.
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Brothers Sam Palermo, le! , and Evere"  Gillison. Brother Gillison is deputy mayor of 

Philadelphia and Brother Palermo is diocesan coordinator.



 Editor’s note: The following President’s Message is a ver-

sion of the address new president Jeff rey K. Butcher delivered to 

Brothers a� ending the na� onal Triennial June 11 in Philadelphia.

 

 Thank you for the confi dence you bestowed on me. It 

is most humbling. We will be traveling this road together as 

Episcopal-Anglican journeymen.

 Fi" een years ago when I volunteered to lead a new chap-

ter forma# on process at St. Francis’ in the Fields, Harrods 

Creek, KY, I never dreamt I would be si$  ng in this posi# on as  

your na# onal president.

 Thomas Merton wrote in Thoughts in Solitude, “My Lord 

God, I have no idea where I am going … I will not fear, for you 

are ever with me and you will never leave me to face my per-

ils alone.” In our journey the Lord God is right there with us as 

the Senior Chairman of the Board.  We are in transi# on from 

the 20th to the 21st Century.

 I’ve been recently introduced to Ken Blanchard’s Lead 

Like Jesus. This is a powerful concept where our Lord Christ 

entered our world as a servant! With your help and God’s 

direc# on we will need to con# nue to strive to reach these 

levels He taught.

 Change is an inside job, my rector The Rev. Michael Delk 

said recently.  We don’t need to be on a crusade to save the 

world either.  It has already been saved.  Jesus Christ did that 

for us.

 What we are about is discipling men and youth to Christ. 

This is a grass-roots organiza# on. Consequently the value 

your na# onal leadership will be off ering to you in the pews 

is superior customer service. We as servants are dedicated 

to providing you a worthy meaningful brand image, modern 

brochures on our programs which seekers can understand, 

a professional web page and Facebook and advice based on 

research and alliances for the various endeavors your par-

ish needs today to grow.  Maintaining the status quo is slow 

suicide.

 We need manly leaders to work the fi elds. We are at war 

with secularism that wants to push Chris# anity to the side as 

poli# cally incorrect thinking.  We are not going down without 

a fi ght.  We are the premier ministry to men in the Episcopal-

Anglican community here and in the world.

 Please read Ma' hew 25:14-30, then decide: is my 

chapter a one talent, two talents or a fi ve talent leader in my 

parish and community. And when you 

withhold your dues because you don’t 

see value in belonging to a na# onal 

force for men’s ministry, you are saying 

I am a one talent person who loves the status quo. God love 

you, but there is a future out there much brighter than that 

thinking. We are being called to ac# on and service as never 

before. It is # me for us to roll up our sleeves and get to work.

 John Wooden, the famous UCLA basketball coach, had 

several rules he learned from his dad: don’t whine, don’t 

complain and don’t blame it on someone (paraphrasing), 

assume personal responsibility for your ac# ons, avoid telling 

lies, chea# ng and making excuses.  I can hear him today sit-

# ng in the locker room talking to his players. These basic rules 

produced winning teams. We are a winning team, too.

 Jesus Christ gave us a great commission; let us not let 

Him down as we enter the 21st Century as servants to others

 Carpe Diem!

 Newly-elected President Jeff rey K. Butcher can be reached 

at: bstajbutcher@icloud.com.
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 Any ministry to men must focus 

on being bold and courageous in its 

discipleship eff orts. Why? Because as Patrick Morley of Man 
in the Mirror has stated many � mes, “ministry to men is 
rocket science.”
 My ar� cle further begins with thanking the Brothers 
Andrew whom I have worked with over the many years, not 
only as your Na� onal President, but in any other capacity I 
have served. Too many names and too li� le space.
 However, I have worked together with Sue Clausson and 
Cindi Mozes (Davies) for many years and we accomplished 
numerous administra� ve tasks, for which I owe them my 
gra� tude.  Further, I want to give God the glory for what work 
we have done in the Brotherhood and ask His guidance for 
what lies ahead.
 We have a new leadership team which has new ideas 
to implement that will ensure we will con� nue to be the 
ministry to men in the Church today.

 I have quoted this passage before and I believe it is 
cri� cal for us to understand these words of wisdom.  We 
need to be doers of the Word and not just hearers!
 Our newly elected President Jeff  Butcher will need you 
the reader to join with him to disciple men for Christ.  This 
is what our ministry is about. Answering the call to “Go and 
make disciples” and as you know this was the theme of our 
recent Triennial Conven� on.
 But fi rst we are to love the Lord our God, with all our 
heart, with all our soul, with all our mind and with all 

our strength. Then love our “brother” as our self. These 
commands need to be fi rst and foremost in our thoughts and 
in our prayers.
 The world is ge�  ng more and more stressful. There is 
so much evil out there and we are bombarded with dreadful 
news almost on a daily basis. Crime, racism, intolerance, 
poli� cs, imprisonment of so many men. Men are struggling 
with an iden� ty crisis, and have not had a father image in 
their lives to mentor them and teach them how to be a man.  
They are sadly infl uenced to “go down a path” that ul� mately 
leads to broken marriages, crime and being alone. Of course 
I could have added more to the last sentence, but you know 
what my message is!
 We are to transform men into Godly men. Build honesty 
and integrity into the lives of the men who need us. It will 
not be easy! Be bold and courageous! If we con� nue to 
demonstrate the “we have always done it this way” mentality, 
and instead adopt, “We will be open to new ideas,” then our 
ministry to men will fl ourish.
 Dues will not be an issue that year-a" er-year plagues us, 
and the reality is we will once again, have a budget defi cit this 
year, unless our membership is bold and courageous and re-
commits to sending their dues in before the end of this fi scal 
year Aug. 31. 
 As the newly elected Na� onal Treasurer, I will work hard 
to keep you informed about our income and expenses on 
a regular basis. You need to know what it costs to ensure 
the growth of our ministry, as we are the only one that 
is 132 years old in the Church today.  We look forward to 
many more years of discipling men for Christ and you are an 
essen� al part of this Discipline of Service.
 We must work together to support the newly-elected 
leadership and con� nue to respond with: “Here am I Lord, 
use me as you will.”
 Please pray for the Brotherhood of St. Andrew as we 
begin a new chapter in our ministry to men. Finally, be 
faithful to your ministry calling, reach out to your fellow 
Brothers Andrew for prayers and support and join with me to 
support the Brotherhood with renewed vigor!
 Give God the glory, now and always! 

 Brotherhood Na� onal Treasurer Robert Dennis can be 

reached at rdennis4@nyc.rr.com.
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FROM OUR FORMER PRESIDENT

Be bold and courageous
Robert

Dennis

As we begin a new chapter in our ministry to men

But how can they call on him to save them 
unless they believe in him?

And how can they believe in him if they have 
never heard about him?

And how can they hear about him unless 
someone tells them?

Romans: 10:14.
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KINGDOM BUILDER MAN OF THE MONTH

Youth ministry keeps
VP Jack Hanstein young

 By Jim Goodson

 SUN CITY, Arizona – You’ll never fi nd a more sprightly, ac� ve 

77-year-old man than Brother Jack 

Hanstein, who was elected senior vice 

president of the Brotherhood June 13.

 He takes on more projects than people 

half his age and has a habit of spreading 

the posi� vity around. Maybe it’s because 

so much of his career was spent working 

with young people during the late 1960s, 

1970s and 1980s.

 Brother Hanstein learned electronic 

engineering and radar in the Marines, 

which he joined in 1956 right out of high 

school. His skill set was perfect for the 

fl edgling U.S. space program and Brother 

Hanstein transferred to Vandenberg AFB 

where he worked on both the Mercury and 

Gemini programs.

 Like all Americans, Brother Hanstein 

felt his heart-in-his-throat on May 5, 1961 

when Navy pilot Alan Shepard became the second person and the 

fi rst American to travel into space. “It was a thrilling moment that 

a lot of people worked very hard on,” he says. “For us, it wasn’t 

over un� l Commander Shepard was recovered at sea.”

 Brother Hanstein, while working at Vandenberg Air Force 

Base in 1969, became involved with The Coff eehouse Ministry, a 

home-away-from-home for young people in and about Lompoc, 

California.

 “A friend and I founded The Prophet coff eehouse ministry,” 

Brother Hanstein says.  “Three or four diff erent church youth 

groups formed and ran the teen-age coff eehouse for more than 

six years.

 “This was something totally diff erent and something I really 

wanted to pursue,” Brother Hanstein says. “I felt a call to youth 

ministry, working with young people experiencing problems with 

family, drugs and alcohol.”

 He le�  the space program in 1972 to con� nue his work with 

youth.

 Brother Hanstein’s volunteer work at the coff eehouse led 

to a posi� on as delinquency preven� on coordinator in Colusa, 

California in 1972. When not keeping young people in school and 

out of trouble, he obtained a Bachelor’s degree in social welfare 

and psychology from Chico State University.

 The Minnesota na� ve spent most of his career in county 

government in Northern California running drug and alcohol 

treatment programs before re� ring the fi rst � me in 1995

 Since that � me he has served as 

execu� ve director of Solano County 

Community Ac� on Agency and execu� ve 

director of Episcopal Community Services 

in Northern California, before moving to 

Kentucky where he became execu� ve 

director of Habitat for Humanity and 

re� ring for the fourth � me and moving 

to Arizona where he became interim 

execu� ve director of Episcopal Community 

Services for the Diocese of Arizona.

     Brother Hanstein is now “really” re� red 

– sort of – and living in Sun City, Arizona, 

where he is playing golf, and in his spare 

� me is president of the Brotherhood’s 

giant Province VIII and newly elected 

Brotherhood senior vice-president and 

program manager of the new Brotherhood 

Recovery Services.

     He’s been a Brother since 1968 back in the coff eehouse days in 

Lompoc, where he a� ended St. Mary’s Episcopal Church. When 

he moved to Benicia, California he was appointed as the diocesan 

coordinator for Northern California and started or sponsored 

six Brotherhood chapters in the Northern California ci� es of 

Redding, Roseville, Rancho Cordova, Rockland, Healdsburg, and 

Benicia. Brother Hanstein also started two chapters as diocesan 

coordinator in Kentucky and two – so far – in the Phoenix, 

Arizona area.

     He married his wife Kerry Jo in 1985 and is a lifelong 

Episcopalian; his great- grand-father was Bishop Henry Benjamin 

Whipple, the fi rst bishop of Minnesota and an early advocate of 

Indian rights, known as “Straight Tongue” by the Dakota Sioux 

Indians because of his honesty in dealing with them. Bishop 

Whipple came to the a� en� on of Minnesota Episcopalians 

in 1850 because of his social work with the many diff erent 

immigrate groups in Chicago.

 Perhaps it’s no coincidence that Brother Hanstein has been so 

ac� ve in so many communi� es. Maybe there’s a gene� c marker 

for that.

 Senior Vice President Jack Hanstein can be reached at 

provviiipres@gmail.com.

Brother Jack Hanstein with Presiding 

Bishop-Elect Michael Curry of North 

Carolina.



By Jim Goodson

PHILADELPHIA – Jeff rey K. Butcher was elected the Brotherhood’s 28th 
na� onal president by a unanimous vote June 13 during the 44th Triennial 
Conven� on and Na� onal Council mee� ng.
 The conference was held at the Philadelphia Airport Marrio� .
 “I am thankful for the confi dence my fellow Brothers bestowed on me,” he 
said. “It is most humbling. We will be traveling this road together.”
 Butcher is a long� me Brother, former diocesan coordinator (Kentucky) and 
a na� onal offi  cer. He re� red from the U.S. Air Force with 32 years of service as a 
Lieutenant Colonel in 2002. He also spent 28 years in the securi� es business as a 
Registered Representa� ve, re� ring from UBS Financial Services in 2012.  
 Due to his eff orts while serving as Vice President of Field Opera� ons, the 
Brotherhood now has the largest leadership team in more than a decade.
 Prior to strengthening the Brotherhood’s leadership team in the fi eld, 
he served as the Public Rela� ons and Communica� ons Vice President. This 
commi� ee was responsible for developing the 2012 Benchmarking Survey 
Monkey that requested feedback from the en� re Brothers Andrew membership 
rolls on the direc� on we should be taking going forward. These comments were 
taken seriously with most items being implemented or changed during a three-
year period.
 Also elected to leadership posi� ons June 13 were Senior Vice President Jack 
Hanstein, Treasurer Robert Dennis, Secretary Charles Craven, Na� onal Council 
Chairman Dick Hooper, Province IV President Billy Harrison and Province VII 
President Roy Benavides.
 Brother Butcher appointed Vice President of Restora� ve Jus� ce Dr. Edwin 
Davis, Vice President of Veterans Aff airs John Pa� on, Vice President of Ministry to 
Young Men Ed Milbrada, Vice President of Discipleship Tom Mar� n.
 Robert Richards and Gordon Shumard were elected to the board of the 
James T. Houghteling Memorial Trust and Murtland Yaw and Ken Evans were 
elected to the nomina� ng commi� ee.

Brotherhood Restora! ve Services
Vice President Jack Hanstein off ered an update on Brotherhood Restora� ve 

Services, a project to establish a re-entry house for those being released from 
prisons a! er serving their � me.
 Tax-exempt status paperwork is being fi led and chairman John Roof 
described the house as more of a “center to disciple these men” rather than 
a treatment center. Excellent employment opportuni� es are nearby and the 
Cleburne City Council and prospec� ve employers have been suppor� ve, Brother 
Roof said.

Uganda update
On the Uganda project we are facing an insurmountable obstacle, the 

minutes from the mee� ng report:
 We sent Desmond Cole there, spending thousands to do so, and his report 
was discouraging. The school there formerly had 70 plus students at the height of 
the program; it is now down to 23 students; the total is expected to drop further 
to 13. Six are expected to graduate by year-end. Over the years, as students 
graduated they were replaced by children from poor families. We have a� empted 
but have not come up with an eff ec� ve strategy. We had been paying a director’s 
s� pend but cannot aff ord to con� nue it. We stopped sending quarterly payments 
a! er they took the ini� a� ve to award ques� onable salary-raises, which were 
judged to be excessive, and then we reinstated sending payments.
 Some money comes from rental proper� es there; the rest comes from 

donors. We did not send a payment in January, but have since decided to 
con� nue, as the funds are being sent to their diocesan bishop. Julian is presently 
no longer involved due to serious health issues, and other problems.
 Of the 23 students we support, seven younger ones may be eligible to 
become part of the Chain Founda� on, who we are a� empted to partner with.   
A requirement that needs to be met fi rst is that the children must move to 
their loca� on.  At present we do not know where the students live. The Chain 
Founda� on operates in the Mukono Diocese, has a very successful program, and 
has “boots on the ground.”
 A le� er Bob Dennis received suggests we are not being treated as true 
partners by our African-American counterparts in Uganda. We are challenged in 
a� emp� ng to establish American values in another country with a completely 
diff erent culture.
 At some point a strategy will be developed, and Brothers will be informed.

Defi cit budget looms
 The Brotherhood has expenses of $151,950 and income of $137,600 - a 
defi cit budget.
 “The biggest reason is that almost 40 percent of our Brothers do not pay 
their dues,” Treasurer Robert Dennis says (see above chart). “We obviously cannot 
con� nue at this rate. We must take an aggresive stance. “If we lose upwards of 
a 1,000 members for non-payment of dues, that would be a great loss to our 
ministry to men.”                                                             

Scou! ng
 Brother Ed Milbrada led a discussion of how Brothers can be mentors, which 
many Scouts need. He said we can connect our Brothers with Scout troops, which 
“invariably welcome more adult assistance,” he said.

2016 Na! onal Council
 The 2016 Na� onal Council mee� ng will be held at the Windermere Hotel and 
Conference Center in Mesa, Arizona on April 7-8-9.

President Jeff  Butcher can be reached at Jeff .Butcher@brothersandrew.net. 
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Brothers elect Jeffrey K. Butcher president



        The ST. ANDREW’S CROSS July 20156

TRIENNIAL 2015 - MINISTRY FAIR

Embracing restorative justice
Ministry center would help offenders avoid the ‘prison industrial complex’

By Jim Goodson

 PHILADELPHIA – One of the na� on’s top criminal jus� ce 

experts lauded the Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s dedica� on to 

restora� ve jus� ce June 13.

 Dr. Edwin Davis is chairman of Restora� ve Jus� ce 

Ministries of Texas and coordinator 

of the Episcopal Diocese of Texas’ 

Restora� ve Jus� ce Ministries. A 

Brother, he leads the 150-inmate 

Brotherhood chapter at the Wayne 

Sco�  Unit of the Texas Department 

of Criminal Jus� ce in South Texas.

 He spoke to Brothers 

a� ending the Triennial conference 

at the Philadelphia Airport 

Marrio� . 

 “The way our na� on handles 

criminal jus� ce wounds vic� ms 

and off enders alike,” Dr. Davis 

said. “Because we are turning our 

prisons over to corporate America, 

there is no incen� ve to reduce 

recidivism rates. In fact, it’s just 

the opposite. The more prisoners 

society creates, the be� er it is for these businesses.

 “President Eisenhower would have called it the prison 

industrial complex.”

 Dr. Davis noted that only Russia and China have higher 

incarcera� on rates. And no state has more prisoners than 

Texas, which had 24 prisons in 1990 and 112 today. “There 

are more prisons in Texas than the en� re con� nent of Europe.

 “Your plans for a restora� ve jus� ce center will play a role 

in reducing the recidivism rates in Texas prisons. The prisons 

themselves have no incen� ve to do anything. They profi t 

from people returning to prison.”

 A� er a year of planning, Brothers are applying for tax-

exempt status from the IRS and are ac� vely seeking a site 

for a halfway house to help recently-paroled inmates make a 

successful return to civilian life.

 “Prison ministries are just a piece of the puzzle,” Dr. Davis 

said. “Places such as the Brotherhood Restora� ve Jus� ce 

Center are sorely needed for those with no family to return 

to.” It’s needed even for those who do have families because 

current laws disallow convicted felons from living in public 

housing.

 “So where does a man go whose family lives in public 

housing?” Dr. Davis asked. “This is just one example of how 

fl awed our system is. Restora� ve jus� ce is about restoring 

families, even dysfunc� onal families. Dysfunc� onal families 

produce fewer criminals than having no family does.”

 “Restora� ve jus� ce helps the vic� ms as well as the 

off enders,” Dr. Davis said. “A� er � me in prison, most 

off enders want to apologize to the vic� m. But under Texas 

law it’s a felony for the off ender to communicate in any way 

with the vic� m. It’s the same in 17 states.

 “There’s no opportunity for redemp� on.”

  Dr. Davis recommended that Brotherhood chapters adopt 

an inmate that’s soon to be paroled.

 “It takes more than one person to counsel an inmate,” he 

said. “I’d recommend at least three to fi ve Brothers to mentor 

each prisoner that’s soon to be a ci� zen. They will not be 

up to date on the latest technology, they will be extremely 

needy and whatever outside church they a� end will not be as 

sa� sfying as their prison church.”

 Switching topics, Dr. Davis said our society must fi nd a way 

to end the “school-to-prison pipeline.

 “This is a direct result of turning school discipline over to 

police departments,” he said. “Kids are being handcuff ed and 

arrested for things you and I would get three licks for. Once 

they have a felony convic� on, they can’t get jobs.”

 More problems stem from the widespread use of plea 

bargains.

 “So we are sending people to prison for a crime they 

did not commit. A big part of restora� ve jus� ce has to do 

with accountability,” Dr. Davis said. “Off enders must take 

responsibility for their ac� ons. But our current legal system 

doesn’t allow this to happen by ignoring the real criminal act 

and sending people to prison for something they didn’t do.”

 The rest of the world’s civilized na� ons u� lize restora� ve 

jus� ce techniques to rebuild human lives, Dr. Davis said.

 “All of Europe, including the Eastern bloc of na� ons that 

were a part of the old Soviet Union, use restora� ve jus� ce,” 

Dr. Davis said. “So does New Zealand and Australia.

 “It’s � me that we listen to God’s word and turn to 

restora� ve jus� ce,” Dr. Davis said. “One way to start is to 

designate the last Sunday in Advent Restora� ve Jus� ce 

Sunday and preach about Ma� hew 25:36:

 I was naked and you clothed me. I was sick and you visited 

me. I was in prison and you came unto me.

 Brothers elected Dr. Davis to be the new Vice-President for the 

Brotherhood’s redesigned Restora� ve Jus� ce Ministry.

Dr. Edwin Davis
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Veteran Friendly 
Congregations: How to

By Jim Goodson

 PHILADELPHIA – Veteran Friendly Congrega� ons are easy 

to start and can have a major, las� ng impact on both veterans 

and congrega� ons that honor them.

 “Veterans are the kind of people you’d seek if you 

wanted a strong, healthy congrega� on,” VFC 

founder The Rev. Robert Certain told Brothers 

Jan. 12. “Veterans place others before self, 

are loyal, persevere in adversity, both lead 

and follow well, adapt to changing leaderships 

and environments, must excel at situa� onal 

awareness, have a broad world view and 

possess a wide range of skills.”

 The Veteran Friendly Congrega� on 

concept was created at The Episcopal Church 

of St. Peter and St. Paul in Marie� a, Georgia, 

where Fr. Certain was rector. Sixty-six of the 

na� on’s 84 VFCs are in Georgia. 

 “For some reason, Georgia has the sixth-

largest number of returning veterans – and is 

in no way the sixth-largest state,” Fr. Certain 

said.

 Others are in Tennessee (12) and one each 

in Texas, Arizona, South Carolina, Louisiana, 

California, Kentucky and Florida. VFCs are 

in Episcopal (26), Catholic (13), Lutheran 

(11), Non-denomina� onal (10), Bap� st (8), 

Presbyterian (7), Methodist (6), AME (2) and Jewish (1) 

congrega� ons, according to the Care For The Troops website.

 All the informa� on needed to start a Veteran Friendly 

Congrega� on can be found at the organiza� on’s website 

www.careforthetroops.org.

 Veteran Friendly Congrega� ons are needed for many 

reasons; chief among them are the large number (20 percent) 

suff ering from Post-Trauma� c Stress Disorders and Trauma� c 

Brain Injuries (17 percent) and their accompanying fi nancial 

impact – a major problem itself.

 “Simply having a welcoming place is a tremendous help 

to them,” Fr. Certain said. “Once onboard, their various skills 

and talents will start to surface.”

 Although you want your rector’s ‘thumbprint’ on the 

program, a lay leader – perhaps a veteran – should be in 

charge, Fr. Certain said. “This is not something you want to 

dump on your rector’s already-full plate,” he said.

 An ironic fact is that many of the veterans helping 

promote veteran-friendly congrega� ons served in Vietnam. 

Many of the Brothers raised their hands when Fr. Certain 

asked if there were Vietnam War veterans in the Philadelphia 

Airport Marrio�  conference room, site of the Triennial. 

At least 10 Brothers responded affi  rma� vely, 

including new Brotherhood President Jeff  Butcher.

 “Vietnam War veterans remember the lack 

of respect they encountered and they are among 

the leaders in the VFC movement,” Fr. Certain 

said. “They want to make sure current and future 

veterans don’t experience what they did.”

 Today’s veterans must overcome the nega� ve 

impact of mul� ple deployments, both to them 

and their families, Fr. Certain said. Other serious 

problems include post-trauma� c stress disorders 

and trauma� c brain injuries, suicides and suicidal 

idea� ons, addic� ons and military sexual traumas.

 “Modern technology can have a nega� ve 

impact on spouses,” Fr. Certain said. “Due to cell 

phones and computers, soldiers can update and 

inform their spouses on a day-to-day basis. This 

increases their anxiety and brings about feelings 

of helplessness.”

 The website www.careforthetroops off ers 

the book Welcome Them Home, Help Them 

Heal by John Sippola, which churches can use to 

develop a veteran friendly congrega� ons. “There is a great 

deal of informa� on on the website and I ask that you visit 

the website and take this program to your vestry,” Fr. Certain 

said.

 “But do not make this a vestry-run program. Find 

someone – perhaps someone in your chapter – who can turn 

your church into a veteran friendly congrega� on. You could 

even be an anchor church in your diocese. You’ll make a big 

diff erence.

 “ Millions of veterans coming home are unchurched,” Fr. 

Certain said.

 The Rev. Robert Certain is a Brother and is our na� onal 

missioner to the Armed Forces (Col. USAFR Re� red). He  can 

be reached at eagle@unchainedeagle.com.

The Rev. Robert Cer-
tain addresses Broth-
ers to promote Veter-
an Friendly Congrega-
! ons.
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By Jim Goodson

 PHILADELPHIA – The millennial genera� on communicates 

with social media about 10 � mes more than people over the 

age of 55, Province VII President Roy Benavides told Brothers 

June 12 during the Brotherhood Triennial.

 “About 93.5 million people less than 35-years-old u� lize 

social media while only 10 million people 55-years-and-older 

do,” Brother Benavides noted.

 He was a school superintendent for 47 years and ushered 

school districts throughout Texas into the digital age. He told 

school leaders the same thing he is telling Brothers today.

 “If you don’t know how to do it, you’ll have to learn,” 

Brother Benavides said.

 Since the 2014 Brotherhood na� onal conference, Brother 

Benavides created a Facebook page, a Twi� er account, a 

Brotherhood blog site and helped redesign our new website 
(www.brothersandrew.net). Other social media outlets will be 

added, he said.

 But he sees li� le current use of these sites.

 “We have more than 4,000 members but only 163 have 

become Facebook friends,” Brother Benavides said.

“Hey, 163 is be� er than 0,” he said. “But you can see that we 

have far to go as an organiza� on that wants to reach out to 

young people.”

 Millennials (people 35-years-old and younger) are all 

about sharing, Brother Benavides said. “They use Facebook, 

Twi� er, Instagram, YouTube, Pinterest and many other sites to 

share, well, just about anything. Twi� er has a 250-character 

limit. That’s not much. Just enough to keep in touch.

 “We must also understand that millennials do not work 

eight-hour days,” he said. “They work 24-hour days. They 

are all about sharing and much of it happens late at night. 

Internet usage is highest a! er 9 p.m.”

 More than millennials use social media. Although only 10 

percent of people over 55 u� lize it, Brother Benavides is one 

of them.

 “My only grandson lives 800 miles away from me,” he 

told the Brothers. “But FaceTime allows me to watch him 

grow up. With FaceTime you get a sense of his home. You get 

the barking dogs – everything. It has been very rewarding for 

us.”

 Although millennials depend upon the Internet, they are 

suspicious about it, too.

 “They are probably the most cynical genera� on 

we’ve experienced,” Brother Benavides said. “They don’t 

immediately trust everything they read online. When looking 

for informa� on they go to many diff erent sources. So we 

must be genuine when communica� ng with them.”

 In addi� on to more fi nancial resources, Brother 

Benavides urged more use of what we now have.

 “You (those a� ending the Triennial) and the rest of the 

Brotherhood must make greater use of the Internet,” he said. 

“This is our number one defi cit. We are not communica� ng 

up and down the line. We are not sharing what we do, which 

is a great many things. Twi� er is an especially eff ec� ve way to 

keep people informed.

 “Every Brother should have a Twi� er account and should 

use it to inform their fellow parishioners, their friends, their 

family members, local media outlets and anyone you can 

think of.

 “Twi� er is an interes� ng phenomenon. It’s how young 

people communicate today. People on Twi� er even have an 

impact on TV programming. You’ve probably no� ced this. 

People are making news with their tweets even while the 

show is being broadcast.”

 At the conclusion of Brother Benavides’ address, new 

President Jeff  Butcher said the Brotherhood will soon have 

a policy statement regarding the organiza� on’s use of social 

media and the Internet.

  Brother Roy Benavides can be reached at rbenavides@

gmail.com. 

 

Social media use is vital
‘If you don’t know how to do it, you’ll have to learn.’

Province VII President Roy Benavides talks to Brothers 
about social media June 12 in Philadelphia. 

Paul Coker photo
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Fighting Pornography
Proven Men ministry restores families, ends addiction, shame

 By Jim Goodson

 PHILADELPHIA – Chris� an men look at pornography at 

the same rate as non-church-going men.

 That’s just one of the shocking sta� s� cs Joel Hesch told 

Brothers June 12 during the Brotherhood’s Ministry Fair.

 “It’s the issue church leaders don’t want to address,” 

Hesch, a law professor at Liberty University in Lynchburg, 

Virginia said. “The shame of pornography addic� on keeps 

men from publicly joining a church group or any other 

group designed to help them.

 “Pornography turns men into back-benchers. Every 

leader in this group of leaders knows what I’m talking 

about. Some men just won’t get involved and you wonder 

why.

 “For a signifi cant number of these men, pornography 

has placed an invisible noose around their neck and a wall 

around their heart. Pornography makes a man emo� onally 

distracted. Their secrets kills their rela� onships.”

 Hesch readily admits his struggles with pornography, 

which led him to form Proven Men ministry and dedicate his 

life to freeing men from pornography addic� on. His website 

(www.provenmen.org) off ers sta� s� cs that pull back the 

curtain on the widespread-but-hidden addic� on:

 * 33 percent of millennium males (under 30 years-old) 

admit an addic� on to pornography,

 * 67 percent of all males will answer “yes” if you ask them 

if they have struggled with pornography,

 * 55 percent of married men look at pornography every 

week, and

 * 33 percent of married men admit to extra-marital 

aff airs.

 “The percentages are the same for church-goers and non-

church-goers,” Hesch said.

 Hesch said his personal story is not diff erent from other 

men’s porn addic� on.

 “I was chairman of our church building fund, married to 

the church counselor,” Hesch. “But I lived a life of lust. In my 

mind, I undressed every woman I met then went home and 

masturbated. Seven years into my marriage, I asked my wife’s 

best friend to go to bed with me.”

 That was 17 years ago and Hesch decided to change.

 “The solu� on for me was to consider the eternal life Jesus 

promises,” Hesch says. It’s the founda� on for Proven Men, 

which Hesch founded two years a� er kicking his addic� on to 

porn.

 “The real sins here are pride and selfi shness,” Hesch 

said. “Pride means hiding your addic� on, which makes a man 

withdraw from society and his 

family. Men cannot admit they 

have a problem.”

 Selfi shly viewing today’s easy-

to-access porn takes a man away 

from his family, places unrealis� c 

expecta� ons on his wife, makes 

him discontent with his marriage 

and is the leading cause of extra-

marital aff airs, Hesch said.

 The way to end this addic� on 

is spelled out in the le� ers that 

make up his organiza� on’s name: 

Proven Men.

 “The ‘P’ stands for passion 

for God.

 “The ‘R’ means you must 

become repentant in the Spirit. 

You must mindfully turn away from lust – thought by thought.

 “The ‘O’ refers to openness and honesty. We help men 

address their issues with other men. This is extremely diffi  cult 

for most men to do.

 “The ‘V’ means men must replace endlessly frustra� ng 

pornography by celebra� ng the victorious things in their life” - 

their business successes, wives and children … whatever.

 “The ‘E’ means men must adopt an eternal perspec� ve. 

This is the most important part of the solu� on. Living eternally 

removes you from the ‘good day-bad day’ perspec� ve. It’s a 

much happier way to live.

 “The ‘N’ stands for networking with other Proven Men. 

The encouragement of accountability becomes a powerful, 

posi� ve por� on of a man’s life,” Hesch said.

 Hesch urges pastors and priests to:

 * Make their church a safe place where it is OK for men to 

talk about this problem,

 * Find a trustworthy man to conduct this ministry and

 * Accept that when dealing with sexual issues, healing is a 

slow and messy process.

 “This is really a ministry for the hearts of men,” the 

Proven Me n founder said. “It’s a 12-week study that involves 

daily refl ec� ons. The goal is to restore families – one man at a 

� me.”

 

 Proven Men founder Joel Hesch can be reached at www.

provenmen.org.

 

 More reports from Triennial speakers will be published in 

the next St. Andrew’s Cross.

Proven Men ministries 
founder Joel Hesch ad-
dresses Brothers June 12.

Paul Coker photo
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By Jim Goodson

 AMBRIDGE, Pennsylvania – Jessica Shelton has joined the Brotherhood’s 

na� onal offi  ce, working in opera� ons support.

 She and her husband Jeremy recently moved to Ambridge from Charleston, 

South Carolina so Jeremy can a� end Trinity School for Ministry and work 

toward his Master of Divinity degree.

 She was communica� ons director at Saint James Church in Charleston, 

which the couple and their children Will, 8, and Ben, 5.5, a� ended (Ben says 

“the half is very important,” Jessica reports).

 Saint James deacon and former Brotherhood president The Rev. Ron 

Warfuel was instrumental in arranging for Jessica to interview for the posi� on 

with then-current President Robert Dennis.

 Jessica and Jeremy were both born and raised in Kentucky.  Jeremy grew up 

in Louisville and Jessica is from Independence, just outside of Cincinna� , Ohio.

 “We are huge Reds’ fans which may pose a problem living around all these 

Pirates’ fans,” Jessica says. “Will and Ben have been playing baseball since they 

were three and are excited to start again this fall.  They both love the Reds but 

are really excited to see some Pirates games.  They are also looking forward to 

seeing and playing in the snow.

 “It’s a big change moving from Charleston to Ambridge but we are 

embracing all that God has done and is doing in our lives.  As with any big 

life change there were lots of fears and unknowns but we knew He would 

provide.  My biggest concern was fi nding a job, preferably in a ministry type 

environment and not ‘corporate America.’

 “I’m thankful for this posi� on and know I have some big shoes to fi ll.”

 She also has a prayer request.

 “We are trying to sell our home in Charleston and we very much need it to 

sell quickly,” she says. “It can’t hurt to have 4,000-plus Brothers praying!”

 In addi� on to the communica� ons posi� on at Saint James Church, 

Jessica was offi  ce manager and conference coordinator at Zestra Laboratories 

in Charleston, offi  ce supervisor at Adecco Staffi  ng, also in Charleston and 

execu� ve assistant at Western Southern 

Financial Group in Cincinna� .

 Jessica Shelton can be reached at 

JessShelton@verizon.net.

Jessica Shelton joins 
the national staff

Jessica and Jeremy Shelton with their chil-
dren Will, le! , and Ben.

Brothers pray for recovery 
services leader

Brothers at the na" onal Triennial pray for
Brotherhood Recovery Services chairman John 
Roof June 12 at the Philadelphia Airport Marri-
o#  hotel. BRS is a fl edgling organiza" on being
established in Johnson County, Texas, under the 
auspicies of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew  to 
provide a safe home for recent prison parolees.



 BLUE HILL, Maine - Former Province 

1 President David Mitchell Hildreth, 97, 

died May 19 at home with his son and 

daughter at his side.

 Brother Hildreth 

was an ac� ve mem-

ber in his chapter 

at Trinity Episcopal 

Church and was a 

long� me member of 

the Na� onal Council.

 He was born 

March 12, 1918 and 

grew up in Bridgewa-

ter, Mass.

 A� er graduat-
ing from Amherst 
College in 1939, he 
began a 50-year ca-
reer at Connec� cut 
General Life Insur-
ance, interrupted 
from 1942–1946 by 
service as an offi  cer 
in the Army Air Force 
working with the new 
technology of radar.
 On Sept. 4, 1948, he and Evelyn Whit-
ing were married. They resided in Gran-
by, Conn., for the next 57 years, raising 
a son and daughter.
 He was con� nuously ac� ve in Trinity 
Episcopal Church, The Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew, Ci� zens for a Be� er Gran-
by, The Granby Drummer newspaper 
and the annual Granby Road Race.
 In 2007, he and Evelyn moved to 
Parker Ridge Re� rement Community in 
Blue Hill, to fulfi ll their dream of living 
on the coast of Maine near their sum-
mer house. David con� nued his com-
munity involvement by singing in the 
choir of St. Francis’ by the Sea and the 
Bagaduce Chorale.
 The last two years, a� er lifesaving 
heart surgery, he con� nued to garden 
and indulge his love of words through 

par� cipa� on in poetry and play reading 
groups.
 In his fi nal days, Brother Hildreth 

saw the construc� on and 
launching of his rowing 
dory, aptly named Perse-
verance. An ac� ve intel-
lect to his last day, Brother 
Hildreth lived an extraor-
dinary life and is dearly 
missed.
 Brother Hildreth was 
predeceased by his wife of 
64 years, Evelyn. Survivors 
include his son Ned and 
his wife May-Helen Hil-
dreth and daughter Ellen 
(Michael) Harford, both 
of Brooksville; two grand-
daughters, two grandsons; 
two great-granddaughters; 
brother-in-law Clinton 
(Nell) Whi� ng and be-
loved cat Stanley.
 A memorial service was 

held for all at Parker Ridge 
Re� rement Community on June 25. 
Burial was in Granby, Conn
 In lieu of fl owers, dona� ons may be 
made to The Tree of Life Food Pantry, 
Blue Hill; The Friends of Holbrook Is-
land Sanctuary, Cape Rosier; or Salmon 
Brook Historical Society, Granby, Conn.

 Brother Hildreth’s death was noted 

in the June St. Andrew’s Cross. The 

obituary above was is adapted from The 
Ellsworth American newspaper. It was 

provided by Brother Tom Co! rell and his 

wife Gail.
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Jim Bennet
Spring Lake, Texas

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

Steve Thomas
Bronx NY

Former Province 1 President 
David Hildreth dies at 97

David Hildreth
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Scouts honor Vietnam veterans
 By The Rev. Jeff  Krantz

 LONG ISLAND, New York - On June 25, 2015, 

we dedicated a memorial to the men who 

served in Vietnam.

 It’s located in Wantagh Park on the South 

Shore of Long Island. 

It was erected by an 

Eagle Scout candi-

date as his project.

 Peter Dugan is the 

son of Lisa and Bill 

Dugan and grandson 

of Peter Pe� x, whose 

service in the Viet-

nam war inspired 

the younger Peter to 

make this his Eagle 

project. Peter and his 

extended family are 

members of Grace 

Episcopal Church in 

Massapequa, the 

church that sponsors 

his troop.

 Peter himself is so�  spoken and reluctant to 
speak much about his project, but his grandfa-
ther has plenty to say. He eyes frequently fi lled 

as he spoke with profound pride about his 

grandson’s accomplishment. “I was with him on 

this from the beginning. But at fi rst I tried to tell him not to do it, that it 

was too big. But he wouldn’t listen. He wanted to do this and so he set his 

mind to it!”

 Peter and his troop sponsored one fund-raising event a� er another 
to raise the $12,000 it cost to erect the monument. They had bake sales 
and car washes. They a� ended concerts at the local county park and went 
about to ask for contribu� ons. They even got Tony Orlando to do a benefi t 

concert for them!

 In the end, the money was raised. It could have been less expensive. 

The monument company had tried to talk Peter into using a concrete base 

with a granite covering that would have been about an inch and a half 

thick. But Peter was having none of it. “I want the be� er one,” he said, 
and he got a solid granite block for the base that weighs well over one ton. 
The founda� on is concrete that goes three feet into the earth to support 
it.
 “I thought it was going to be smaller,” said his grandfather. “But 
when they took the crane and li� ed it out of the crate I went, like, ‘Holy 
Christ!’”(he blushed and apologized).

 
Peter’s parents and the en� re 
community were burs� ng with 
pride as the monument was dedi-
cated, surrounded by scores of 
veterans and their families. “Just 
think,” I said to his father later. “In 
one hundred years, in one hun-
dred fi � y years, people will s� ll 

stop to look at this and remem-

ber.”

 One Eagle Scout with a mission 

and a purpose and a rela� onship 

with a grandfather he loves, and 

this is the result.

         The Rev. Jeff  Krantz is rector 

of the Episcopal Church of the Ad-

vent in Westbury, New York.

Peter is the Scout standing immediately to the 

le!  of the monument.

A MESSAGE FROM THE REV. JEFF KRANTZ

The Rev.

Jeff  Krantz


