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Storms swamp  
Conway church

St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, its school 
damaged by South 
Carolina’s storms

con� nued on page 8

By Jim Goodson

 CONWAY, South Carolina – A 
yard and bake sale Saturday, Oct. 
24 represents the fi rst step to 
raise money for fl ood-damaged St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church in Conway, 
South Carolina, 14 miles inland 
from Myrtle Beach.
 A 1,000-year storm dumped 
17 inches of rain in 17 hours 
throughout the state Oct. 4-5, 
especially along its Atlan� c 
coastline.
 All of the nine South Carolina 
Brotherhood chapters report 
helping families in their parishes 
and communi� es. Five South 
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Join us online
 Mid-September found me traveling to Omaha, 
NB, to meet with our cousins in the Lutheran and 
Methodist denomina� ons.
 We are all searching for newer ways to reach
the younger genera� ons, especially Millennials. It 
was truly a most enlightening experience to see 
how much further along in adop� ng social media 
communica� ons they are compared to us. Stagger-
ing is maybe a be� er term. We have only one way 
to go and that is up.
 Thus far we have established our own web 
page:  www.brothersandrew.net. Google con� n-
ues to take seekers to www.brotherhoodofstan-
drew.org. This is a much outdated page. We are 
con� nuing to struggle to get one individual to 
release this domain to us for a nominal fee. As 
some of you know a Google search highlights the 
domain that receives the most hits. The .org site, 
oldest, leads the hit count. Should we be able to 
increase our hits at www.brothersandrew.net this 
problem goes away.
 Meanwhile we are ge�  ng no response to our emails 
or phone calls.
 We now have our own Facebook, Brother St. Andrew 
USA (h� ps://www.facebook.com/brothersandrew.net), 
a primary source for events and communica� ons. In or-
der to use Facebook one must have a Facebook account. 
It’s free. In the very near future you will receive an invite 
to follow the Brotherhood Facebook account. Please ac-
cept this invita� on.
 Another useful social media tool is the Brotherhood 
Blog:   h� p://brotherhoodofstandre.ipage.com/.  This ve-
hicle aff ords persons an opportunity to make an inquiry, 
make a statement, and/or comment on an exis� ng issue 
under discussion. It also creates addi� onal awareness 
for us and those outside our circle.
 Program material and training audio videos are 
contained in the Brotherhood YouTube account. In the 
browser search bar type:  Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

YouTube.  This site has the Ministry Fair Day presenta-
� ons for your personal use in your local parish as a 
stand-alone discussion topic. If you want to fi nd out how 
other chapters are using this informa� on go to the Blog 
and ask.
 All of these programs are designed to enhance 
awareness and enhance communica� ons. These are val-
ue adds from your associa� on with us. We are in a race 
for be� er understanding plus acceptance in our mission.  
We need your help. Ques� ons can be addressed to jess.
shelton@brothersandrew.net or jeff .butcher@brother-
sandrew.net.
 Help us help you by embracing these new commu-
nica� ons opportuni� es. As always we are open to any 
feedback or sugges� ons from you on ways in which we 
can improve our service to you.

 Jeff  Butcher is president of the Brotherhood of

St. Andrew.

 h� ps://www.facebook.com/brothersandrew.net

President
Jeff  Butcher

www.brothersandrew.net



 When the Holy Eucharist is celebrated there is a place 
in the Canon of the Mass where we recall our Lord’s words 
of Ins� tu� on, “On the night before he died for us ... DO this 
in remembrance of me.”
 In theological language we use the Greek “Anemnesis” 
to “remember.
 Its essence is more than simply remembering 
something that occurred a long � me ago. Rather, it is 
calling to the present an event from the past in such a way 
that we are enabled through the Holy Spirit to par� cipate 
in that event in the here and now. It is a dynamic 
remembering and it brings a deeper meaning to our 
experience in making our communion.
 We don’t do well in the modern age with remembering. 
It seems we live in and for the moment, neglec� ng lessons 
learned in the past. We do this in rela� onships, poli� cs, 
history ... you name it ... we just simply choose to forget.
 This in and of itself is not so bad, but when it comes 
to our rela� onship with God it can become a disaster for 
us spiritually. It is no wonder many have lost their way, 
go astray from the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ - we 
forgot! We forget God!
 In his book Sacred Journey for a Peaceful Warrior, Dan 
Millman recounts the story of a li" le girl and her special 
request of her parents:
 “Soon a# er her brother was born, li" le Sachi began 
to ask her parents to leave her alone with the new baby. 
They worried that, like most four-year-olds, she might 
feel jealous and want to hit or shake him, so they said no. 
But she showed no signs of jealously and she treated the 
baby with kindness-and her pleas to be le#  alone with him 
became more urgent. They decided to allow it.
 “Elated, she went into the baby’s room and shut the 
door, but it opened a crack - enough for her curious parents 
to peek in and listen. They saw li" le Sachi walk quietly 
up to her baby brother, put her face close to his, and say 
quietly, “Baby, tell me what God is like. I’m star� ng to 
forget.”
 What a story ... what a thing to ponder. Perhaps we can 
learn from Sachi’s quest to “know God.”
 If we believe that all life comes from God, that each of 

us has our beginning and end in and through God, then is it 
possible we had knowledge of Him at birth.
 If so, think of how much � me we’ve spent in forge$  ng 
him, overcome by “the world, the fl esh, and the devil.” 
Think of all the opportuni� es we have squandered to be 
with God, to be touched by Him, to be reconnected to him 
because we have been pre-occupied by things in this world.
 Beloved of the Lord, God desires for us to be with and 
in Him, to know Him! He created us with this in mind. It is 
supposed to be natural for us to know Him in every way 
that we are able. As we con� nue our journey through the 
liturgical year let us do so being mindful of our need for 
knowing God. Through our prayers, our worship, our study 
of Holy Scripture, let us be inten� onal in our desire for 
knowing God.
 I think li" le Sachi was on to something, don’t you?
 “Baby, tell me what God is like. I’m star� ng to forget.”
 God bless and keep you,
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Remembering



OUR COLEGIO KIDS
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By Daniel E. Stramel

 McCOOK, Nebraska - The Brotherhood of Saint  Andrew 
Chapter in McCook, Nebraska annually contributes $350 an-
nually to support Colegio Kids.
 Colegio Kids is a 501(c)3 organiza� on dedicated to help-
ing kids in the Dominican Republic achieve their poten� al.
 These are bright kids who just need some help with their 
educa� onal opportuni� es.  Educa� on is their key to escaping 
poverty.
 Colegio Kids enables poor families to send their kids to 
good schools and then on to universi� es. Colegio Kids a� end 
elementary schools, high school and university programs near 

their homes
 Their parents’ 
par� cipate in the 
cost and everyone 
benefi ts.
 Colegio Kids have helped almost 1,000 students since 
2001. Colegio Kids also help with needed health and dental 
services through the Brotherhood’s support for a local clinic. 
You, too, can support a student for a gi�  of $25 per month or 
you can contribute any amount to help their mission.
 Please explore our site at Colegiokids.net to learn more 
about this exci� ng project or visit them on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/ourcolegiokids.

Nebraska Brothers help 
educate Caribbean kids

Dominican Republic children also 
receive healthcare, dental services

Children in the Dominican Republic receive help from Ne-
braska Brothers, who support Our Colegio Kids.



By Jim Goodson and Caroline Mendes

 HEATH, Texas – SMU Canterbury House leader 
Daniel Allen lives a Biblical life in modern � mes and 
encourages others to do the same.
 He was the 
guest speaker 
Sept. 26 at 
the quarterly 
Dallas Assembly 
mee� ng at Holy 
Trinity by the 
Lake Episcopal 
Church in Heath, 
just across a 
vast lake east of 
Dallas.
 Allen’s book 
Summoned, 
published in 
2014, illustrates 
several ways 
people can 
persevere 
through 
challenges to 
live a life that is 
transformed and centered on  Christ.
 “You have been summoned,” Allen says. “Life is 
complicated and some� mes we feel stuck or adri! .
 “But God has been at work in your life and he’s 
s� ll working in you. God is calling men to a deeper 
life of faith, surrender and commitment.”
 Allen is director and life coach of the Episcopal 
diocese’s Canterbury House at SMU. He knows 
what it’s like to be summoned by God. He shared 
how he heard God’s wake-up call in his life and 
what it takes to fi nd a life of fulfi llment, passion 
and purpose.
 From his own experience, Allen addresses 
common pi# alls that trip men up and shows 
how you can thrive in your faith, voca� on and 
rela� onships. Summoned shows how God is 

shaping you into a leader and that He is sending 
you out to serve others around you. There’s more 
to this life.
 “Step up and answer the call to deeper 
discipleship,” Allen urges.

 “Empowering 
students to go a! er 
their passions isn’t 
work, that’s joy,” 
Allen said.
 Canterbury is 
the SMU Episcopal 
campus ministry 
and is focused 
on community 
development, 
spiritual forma� on 
and service with 
other college 
ministries of the 
Episcopal Diocese 
of Dallas. As part 
of his work, Allen 
spends � me during 
the week mentoring 
students who 
a$ end Canterbury 

fellowship mee� ngs - or anyone who wants to stop 

by.

 In addi� on to SMU, Allen mentors students at 

Texas Women’s University and The University of 

Texas at Dallas. “It’s great to see how kids react 

when a professional leader says ‘that is a darn good 

idea and I want to see you run with that it.’ The 

permission I’m able to give them really lights their 

fuse,” Allen said.

 “This � me next year you will be a refl ec� on of 

the books you’ve read and the mentors you’ve had 

… if you’re inten� onal about your growth,” Allen 

said.

 Caroline Mendes is a writer for The Daily 

Campus, the college newspaper at SMU.

DALLAS ASSEMBLY WELCOMES YOUTH MINISTRY MENTOR
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‘You’ve been summoned’

‘This time next year 
you will be a refl ection 

of the books you’ve 
read and the mentors 

you’ve had … if you’re 
intentional about your 

growth.’ Daniel Allen

SMU Canterbury House leader challenges students, Brothers
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FROM THE BROTHERHOOD BLOG SITE:  h� p://brotherhoodofstandre.ipage.com/

Code talk and 
sloppy theology

By Seth Burgess

 In our talk with each other as Chris� ans we use 
lots of what has been called “code talk.”  Some of 
this talk comes from Scripture, some does not.
 For example, we hear people use words and 
phrases like “salva� on,” “servant leadership,” “make 
disciples.” “build God’s kingdom,” “fellowship 

of believers,” “going to 
heaven,” “my church,” “sins,” 
“righteousness,” “worship 
Jesus,” ”jus� ce of God,” 
“grace,” “Jesus is Lord,” “God 
is my co-pilot” and many 
more.
       These kinds of words 
and phrases are “code talk.” 
By code talk, I mean they 
tend to iden� fy the talker 
as a Chris� an and they have 
a meaning to Chris� ans but 
they mean rela� vely li� le 
to or are misinterpreted by 
non-Chris� ans.
 When a person 
becomes a Chris� an, there 

is a tendency at fi rst to pick 
up the code talk without really understanding what 
some of it means. The mindset is “I am now part of 
the ‘in’ group so I should use the ‘in’ language.” This 
creates a breeding ground for sloppy theology that 
may be more about the culture we live in than it is 
about the Chris� an faith.
 To explore this phenomenon in a li� le more 

Seth Burgess

con� nued on page 7
This ar! cle originally appeared on the Brotherhood of 
Saint Andrew blog site:
h� p://brotherhoodofstandre.ipage.com. hhdre.
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FROM THE BROTHERHOOD BLOG SITE:  h� p://brotherhoodofstandre.ipage.com/

depth, let’s acknowledge a basic truth. When Jesus said 
to Peter, “You are a rock, and on this rock I will build my 
church,” he did not mean a church made up of buildings, 
clergy, denomina� ons and members. He was talking 
about the universal church which is the Body of Christ.
 The Body of Christ is not a building, a denomina� on 
or a hierarchy. Jesus did 
not come to create a new 
religious ins� tu� on. He 
came to show all of us in 
all religions how God feels 
about us and how best to 
be fully human in God’s 
world. Remember, Jesus 
was a Jew and his main 
focus was on reforming 
Judaism.
 So let’s be careful that 
our life of faith is not driven 
by culture. When we talk about “my church,” are we 
sugges� ng that my church is not your church, or are we 
are really talking about “God’s church” which is open to 
everyone?
 When we talk about “going to heaven” are we 
thinking of heaven as a physical place or are we thinking 
of heaven as a state of being in right rela� onship with 
God?
 When we think of God, are we thinking of an 
anthropomorphic being with a white beard who sits on 
a literal throne somewhere, or are we thinking of the 
very ground of all being as Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 
suggests?
 When we think of the “jus� ce of God,” are we 
thinking of punishment for our sins or are we thinking of 
restora� ve jus� ce that renews a right heart within us?
 When we say, “God is my co-pilot,” do we recognize 
that the co-pilot is second in command of an aircra� ? 

So, if God is second in command, who is fi rst?

 When we talk to each other about “worshiping 

Jesus,” do we understand that Jesus never said to 

worship Him, only to follow Him?

 When we talk about “salva� on” are we talking about 

a one-� me event that gives us a � cket to heaven when 

we die, or are we talking about a never-ending process 

which restores our rela� onship with God?

 When we talk about “sins,” are we talking about 

things like excessive drinking, gambling, decep� on, 

violence and murder or do we understand that these are 

the just the symptoms of 

a broken rela� onship with 

God and it’s that broken 

rela� onship that is the 

problem. If we talk about 

“building God’s Kingdom,” 

are we missing the fact 

that Jesus talked about 

God’s Kingdom being “at 

hand” or as “coming near,” 

sugges� ng that it is already 

built?

 When we talk about 

“making disciples,” are we confusing that with a! rac� ng 

church members?

 When Jesus said to “go and make disciples of all 

people,” do we think this means that we know what’s 

right, and it is our job to convince other people? Or, 

does making disciples happen as a natural result of 

actually “walking the walk” instead of just “talking the 

talk?”

 You may not agree with everything I have said here, 

but I hope you see that talking clearly about our faith 

and understanding how our faith is diff erent from our 

culture is not something we automa� cally know how to 

do just because we have decided to become a Chris� an.

 It takes a self-examined life and many years of living 

the faith for most of us to have a deep understanding 

of the teachings of Jesus. Be careful not to fall in to the 

trap of code talk and sloppy theology. 

 Brother Seth Burgess is a parishioner at the Episcopal 

Church of the Holy Mount in Ruidoso, New Mexico.

con� nued from page 6

‘Code talk iden! fi es the talker 
as a Chris! an but means li� le to 
non-Chris! ans.’
                                       
                                  - Brother Seth Burgess

‘God is my co-pilot’ means
He’s second in command?
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SOUTH CAROLINA STORM DAMAGE

Carolina churches sustained damage, but none 
worse than 105-year-old St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church and its 60-student day school on Main 
Street in Conway.
 By Monday, Oct. 6, the ruined carpet in 
the day school and the youth room had been 
removed. Workers were tearing out wall panels 
to replace sheetrock ruined by 10-inches of 
water that fl ooded every room, beneath the 
parish hall and the 80 year old administra� ve 
building.  The majority of the problems are in 
the en� re day school, in addi� on to the youth 
room beneath the administra� ve building, 
Brotherhood chapter president Larry Biddle 
reported.
 “We are going to do as much of the labor as 
we can to limit the cost of repairs, but some of 
the work will have to be done by professionals 
because some mold was found in the building 
a� er the fl ood receded,” Brother Biddle 
reported.
 Repair costs have been es� mated between 
$10,000 and $20,000, Rector Reggie Corfi eld told 
myhorrynews.com, which covers Horry County, 
South Carolina.
 “Financially, the historic fl ood couldn’t have 
come at a worse � me for the church. About 
one month ago, three of its air-condi� oners 
malfunc� oned. The $20,000 cost of installing a 
new HVAC system drained the church’s coff ers,” 
Brother Biddle said.
 “We could not put off  the expenditure 
because the hot, muggy South Carolina weather 
has a severe aff ect on the temperature inside 

the church, which, in turn, aff ects not only our 
parishioners but also our Casavant pipe organ. 
In addi� on, our suppliers wanted to be paid 
right away. Many of our members are on fi xed 
incomes, so these unexpected expenses hit 
them hard as well.
 “They gave everything they could give.”
 The church runs St. Paul’s Day School and 
Mother’s Morning Out programs that serve 
60 children from infants to four-year-olds. 
Floodwaters rose in the church’s back parking 
lot, overfl owing into the four classrooms and 
bathroom and fi lling about 1,800-square-feet 
with close to a foot of water.
 The water destroyed the carpe� ng, the lower 
por� on of the dry wall and the electrical outlets, 

Brothers remove the fl oor, fl oorboards and car-
pen� ng at St. Paul’s Anglican Church in Conway, 
South Carolina.

con� nued on page 9

con� nued from page 1

Rain damage, AC costs leave  
S.C. church fi nancially high, dry
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Jeff  Miller, the church’s senior warden, told 
Myrtle Beach Online. The fl ood also poured into 
the bo" om of the 1930s administra# on building 
located behind the church’s original 1908 
chapel, which is the loca# on of youth group 
ac# vi# es.
 Miller said fl ood insurance was not available 
to the church and previous mi# ga# on eff orts to 
ensure water does not get into the day school 
failed with the 1,000-year rainfall that has 
devastated thousands of people across South 
Carolina and claimed 17 lives.
 Father Corfi eld said the church will not only 
survive but thrive, once repairs are made, “This 
house belongs to our Lord,” the rector said. “He 
will fi nd the people and ways to get these bills 
paid; we trust Him completely.”
 It’s ironic that this old, historic church 
should need help, because it’s rare to fi nd 
a church more ac# ve and mission-minded, 
Brother Biddle said.
 “We have a long history of ministry in Hai#  
and have sponsored mission work in the south 
of Sudan,” Brother Biddle con# nued.
 “Locally, we have a ‘soup kitchen’ that was 
conceived at our church, The Shepherd’s Table, 
feeding 60 to 70 people daily;  as was CAP 
(Churches Assis# ng People) that provides food 
and assistance to those in need  in the Conway-
Myrtle Beach area. 
     “Our Fostering Hope ministry founded by 
two members of our parish provides clothes, 
backpacks and many other needed items for 
foster children within a six-county area.

    “Fostering Hope is especially important to the 
church’s Brotherhood chapter – and not just 
because of the gi% s they solicit from companies 
like Costco.
 “Many of these children have been ripped 
out of their homes and our support gives them a 
feeling of security,” Brother Biddle commented.
 St. Paul’s Anglican Church is a church with a 
105-year history of ministry on Main Street in 
Conway, adjacent to the historic Grand Strand 
area that includes Myrtle Beach.
 But now, it’s a church that could use a li" le 
help itself.

con� nued from page 8

The badly-damaged youth room at St. Paul’s An-

glican Church.

                      photos by Don Dickens and The Rev. Dawn Rider  

TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION
 Anyone wishing to make a contribu# on can 
send a check to St. Paul’s Anglican Church, 710 
Main St., Conway, South Carolina 29526.
 “If you wish, write “Brotherhood” on the 
bo" om le% -hand corner on the “For” line of 
your check,” Brother Biddle said. “We’d like our 
parishioners to know about any help we get from 
Brothers na# onwide.”h! 

Severe fl ooding

at St. Paul’s



By Jim Goodson

 LOUISVILLE. Kentucky – An annual Louisville event that 
brings thousands of car enthusiasts to St. Francis in the Fields 
Episcopal Church in Harrods Creek, Kentucky raises funds for 
vital ministries in Kentucky and the Dominican Republic.
 “It’s one of the major events in Louisville,” says Brother Bill 
Receveur, who emcees and organizes the 13-year-old Mission 
Driven Car Show (he drives a 1962 Corve� e). “In 13 years 
we’ve raised more than $175,000, which is used for ministries 
in eastern Kentucky and the Dominican Republic.”
 Every Saturday of Memorial Day weekend several hundred 
classic cars are parked in a beau� ful bowl of lawngrass at the 
aptly-named St. Francis in the Fields.
 “The fi rst year we had 21 cars and this past year we’d 
grown to 278,” Brother Receveur says. “We don’t charge 
the exhibitors, although we ask for a dona� on. We sell 
sponsorships, off er goodie bags, hand out 125 diff erent awards 
and sell barbecue sandwiches that will make your eyes roll.
 “Everybody has a great � me.”
 The eastern Kentucky ministry involves support for The 
David School in the mountain town of David, Kentucky. The 
David School provides a comprehensive educa� onal program 
for Appalachian high school dropouts and at-risk youths with 
limited fi nancial opportuni� es.
 In the Dominican Republic, proceeds from the Mission 
Driven Car Show have built churches in San Rafael and San 
Cristobal as well as funding mission work in the village of 
Samangola, where St. Francis in the Fields parishioners are 
building a parsonage for the church rector and his family.
 Brother Receveur owns Realm Construc� on Co. in 
Louisville. He has a business and economics degree from 
Franklin College in Indiana, which he considers invaluable in 
his line of work.
 “My dad started the company and he said there was no 
way he’d turn it over to me without my having a business 
degree,” Brother Receveur says. “In fact, I think everybody 
should study economics. The world would work a whole lot 
be� er if they did.”
 Brother Receveur’s stepson also works for Realm 
Construc� on, known for its commercial buildings, high-end 

residences, medical facili� es – and the beau� ful St. Francis In 
The Fields sanctuary, of which he’s jus� fi ably proud.
 Brothe r Receveur and his wife Vickie, whom he met at 
Leadership Kentucky and who was Kentucky’s Principal of the 
Year in 1995, have fi ve grandchildren. Vickie was raised in the 
Bap� st church and Brother Receveur is not shy about credi� ng 
her with leading him to his “journey in faith,” he says.
 “Her faith is as steady as a rock.”
 For helping create a fun car show that generates funds 
to support an Appalachian school and build churches in the 
Dominican Republic, crea� ng joy and hope for thousands of 
people, Brother Bill Receveur is our Kingdom Builder Man of 
the Month.

Jim Goodson can be reached at jimgoodson@aol.com. 

KINGDOM BUILDER MAN OF THE MONTH
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Shiny cars refl ect ministry
Auto show helps youth in Appalachia, the Dominican Republic

Brother Bill
Receveur is the driv-
ing force
behind the
Mission Driven Car 
Show, which has 
built two churches 
in the Dominican 
Republic and funded a school in Appalachia for at-risk 
children. 



By Jim Goodson

 MARIETTA, Georgia - Brother 
John Pa� on has agreed to serve as 
Na� onal Vice President for Veterans 
Aff airs on the Brotherhood’s 
Execu� ve Board.
 “We need to do even 
more to increase recogni� on 
within the Brotherhood 
of the needs of veterans, 
welcome them to our 
churches and let them know 
we owe them our gra� tude,” 
Brother Pa� on said Oct. 19.
 Brother Pa� on a� ends 
the Episcopal Church of 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul 
in Marie� a, Georgia, the 
church that started the Veteran 
Friendly Congrega� on concept 
that has spread to dozens of 
churches na� onwide. He is a former 
Brotherhood chapter director at the 
church and helped organize its many 
veteran ini� a� ves.
 “It’s a non-denomina� onal 
movement that off ers solid programs 
to help the 2.6 million veterans 
returning home from Iraq and 
Afghanistan to a country largely 
unprepared to understand their 
needs,” Brother Pa� on said. “Their 
unemployment rate of 15.7 percent 
is twice the na� onal average.”
 The project began in 2009 at 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul’s. There 
are about 200 VFCs throughout 
the southeastern U.S. and 
the Brotherhood has begun a 
major push to take the program 
na� onwide.
 The church and its Brotherhood 
chapter organized Care For The 
Troops, that provides informa� on 

any chapter needs to get started 
caring for servicemen and women.
 VFCs off er training for mental 
health professionals regarding 
post-trauma� c stress disorder and 

other issues, arranges living 
accommoda� ons, provides 
fi nancial support, helps 
veterans fi nd employment 
and will help any veteran in 
any possible way.
     Brother Pa� on said he’d 
like to see more chapters 
involved with the Patriot 
Paws programs that train 
service dogs for disabled 
vets.
     He was a C-130 pilot 
on ac� ve duty in the U.S. 

Air Force and fl ew one tour in 
Southeast Asia, helping evacuate 
Saigon in 1975.
 He served in the Air Force 
Reserves at Maxwell Air Force 
Base and at the Air Force Historical 
Research Agency from 1984-2003, 
when he re� red as a Colonel.
 He was an airline pilot un� l his 
re� rement in 2012.
 Brother Pa� on and his wife 
Donna live  in Marie� a, Georgia. 
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THE BROTHERHOOD TODAY
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BROTHERS WHO
HAVE DIED

Henry Robertson
Tamarac, FL

Raymond Forbes
Palm Bay, FL

Roger Gibson
Prospect, KY

Winston Boxhill
Queens, NY

NEW CHAPTERS

Trinity Episcopal Church
Hun� ngton, WV

(Rechartered)

All Saints Episcopal
McAlester, OK (New)

NEW LIFE MEMBERS

John Pasour
Mason Neck, VA

Doug Smith
Springfi eld, VA

Patton leads Veterans Affairs

John Pa! on
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A MESSAGE FROM THE REV. JEFF KRANTZ

 Last week I a� ended the last of my clergy days in the 
diocese of Long Island. It was one of the most interest-
ing and useful clergy days I can remember.
 But twice, during � mes of prayer, our bulle� n led us 
in the new form of the Lord’s Prayer.
 And I have a problem with that transla� on of the 
prayer.
 It’s okay, if a bit 
clunky, un� l it gets to 
“Save us from the � me of 
trial, and deliver us from 
evil.” You see, the Greek 
just doesn’t say that. Not 
at all.
 Several years ago I 
wrote a series for the St. 

Andrew’s Cross on the 
Lord’s Prayer and how 
to pray it. I skipped over 
that phrase, though, “Lead us not into tempta� on, but 
deliver us from evil,” and one of the Brothers called me 
on it. So I went back and did some in-depth study on it. I 
don’t want to bore you with all the Greek grammar, but 
some highlights are important, especially to me in this 
moment in my life.
 You see, in every one of those phrases where we 
seem to be telling God what to do: “Give us bread, for-
give us our sins,” all that, we do indeed use language of 
command, the “impera� ve mood” if you’re interested. 
(Which is just a way of expressing ul� mate confi dence 
that Papa will do just that).
 But when we get to “Lead us not,” we switch gears 
to a “wishful” tone called “opta� ve mood.” This trans-
lates be� er, “Oh that you might not lead us” and then 
the conjunc� on is defi nitely a disjunc� ve one, that is, it’s 
not “and.” It’s “but” or “rather,” something that implies 
that what comes a" er negates in some way what comes 

before. And for that phrase we switch back to the tone 
of command.
 So the real transla� on of this is more like, “Oh that 
you might not lead us into a � me of tes� ng but when 
you do, we know that you’ll save us!” In other words, 
“We don’t like being tested much, but we know you al-
ways provide a way out!”

 The switch to that 
opta� ve mood means 
God does lead us into 
� mes of tes� ng. Of 
course He does. How else 
will we know how we’re 
doing? How else will He 
show us where we need 
to grow?
 But the jump back 
to the impera� ve mood 
expresses our confi dence 

that in each test there is a way out; He will con� nue to 
be our deliverer. So it makes no sense to pray that we’ll 
be kept from � mes of trial. (Who in their right minds 
thinks a Chris� an life is without tes� ng?) but rather that 
we’ll fi nd God to be a deliverer in a new and wonderful 
way each � me we’re led into “tempta� on.”
 This is important to me because I’m entering a new 
phase of my life, re� ring, and I don’t know what I’ll be 
doing next. It’s pre� y scary, and it’s very trying. It would 
be stupid of me to pray “God, don’t test me.”
 But it makes a lot of sense to pray, “God, what do 
you want to be for me right now that you couldn’t be in 
any other situa� on?”
 Now that’s a good prayer.

 The Rev. Jeff  Krantz is a long" me Episcopal Church 

rector, seminar director, writer, Brotherhood conference 

chaplain, father and husband.

Expect and respect 
your tests from God
Your prayers will refl ect your spiritual growth

 ‘The Lord’s Prayer reveals that 

we don’t like being tested much, 

but that God will always provide

a way out.’


