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When Brothers 
think big

•  Na� onal Council mee� ng coverage, pages 1-10
 
By Jeff rey Butcher
 
 LOUISVILLE, Kentucky - This past Na� onal Council mee� ng marked 
year two in our massive reorganiza� onal alignment.
 The Senior Leadership Team took it personally when the Episcopal 
Church challenged the men’s ministry program to assume the leader-
ship role in discipling men and youth to Jesus Christ. The 2015 Trien-
nial passed Resolu� on D0-45, laying down the gauntlet. 
 Thus, a new era began.
 The transi� onal direc� on started to unfold in the summer of 2015 
as key ministry team members were being iden� fi ed for the four basic 
mission areas (veterans ministry, restora� ve jus� ce, mentoring/Scout-
ing and discipleship training).
 From the very beginning, the Execu� ve Board determined we 
needed to become a grass-roots organiza� on. A direc� onal change 
such as this would require substan� al research to include feedback 
from the local communi� es. A systema� c all-inclusive communica� ons 
thrust developed.
 Meanwhile, the Brotherhood cheered the elec� on of The Most 
Rev. Michael Curry as Presiding Bishop. Senior Vice President Jack 
Hanstein was at the conven� on, garnering a photo op immediately af-
ter the elec� on. The Execu� ve Board went to work diligently to extend 
an invite to PB Michael Curry as the keynote speaker for our 

Na� onal Council Mee� ng in 2016. 
 The request was so honored.
 The Execu� ve Board’s next challenge was the Na� onal Offi  ce 
property owner’s decision to destroy the 1109 Merchant Street build-
ing in Ambridge PA. This announcement came mid-July 2015. A� er 
an unseccessful search for propertry in Ambridge, the board decided 

                                            continued on page 2

New ministries begin to grow
Discipleship 

chairman Tom 

Mar� n

reminds 

Brothers 

about

opportuni� es 

to learn how 

to tell your 

personal story 

by a� ending 

one of

several

regional 

workshops 

during the 

coming year, 

page 7. 



NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

2         The ST. ANDREW’S CROSS  Summer 2017

it would be be� er to move the offi  ce to a more centralized loca� on 
with enhanced local resources. The new home base became Louisville, 
Kentucky.  During the interim, a virtual offi  ce staffi  ng opera� on com-
menced in September 2015. It con� nues in part today. 
 Meanwhile, we con� nued to receive feedback from the local 
parishes on their needs at the local parish level. The Execu� ve Board 
began to meet monthly to ensure we could stay on top of the growing 
demands from the fi eld, including the need for a major recrui� ng pro-
gram to fi ll diocesan level vacancies.
 The President started traveling in the fi eld to listen and talk 
person-to-person to key leaders. The board added several new com-
mi� ees and members were recruited to expand communica� ons and 
begin work on bylaw changes to accomplish the new direc� ons.
 The Na� onal Council Mee� ng in Mesa, Arizona in April, 2016 be-
came the site for Presiding Bishop Curry to con� nue the call to ac� on 
challenge. “Don’t get � red, Brotherhood of St. Andrew,” he thundered 
before an audience of nearly 200 brothers and guests. “Your core 
mission is the same as the core mission of the church.  It’s the same 
mission that began on the shore of the Sea of Galilee when Jesus met 
two brothers named Peter and Andrew and convinced them to drop    

their fi shing nets and to come, follow me and I will make you fi shers of 
men.”
 A� er the Presiding Bishop’s keynote address, a new energy 
emerged within the Brotherhood. The board began work on several 
new ini� a� ves: adop� ng a ministry pledge format in place of dues; 
developing plans for a series of regional workshops; taking � me to de-
velop a strategic plan and increasing emphasis on communica� ons and 
public rela� ons.
 At the Na� onal Council mee� ng in Mesa, the Na� onal Council ac-
cepted the Founda� on’s Audit report, and passed a mo� on to obtain 
funds from the Founda� on to recover earnings from the fi ve year 
period in which no distribu� ons were made to the opera� ng budget.  
Once this was approved, the Board was able to proceed with restoring 
some of the cuts that had been made including the quarterly publica-
� on  and distribu� on of the St. Andrew’s Cross.
 The Na� onal Council called for a na� onal strategic planning confer-
ence to clarify our changing vision and to map out our new direc� ons. 
This became a reality in December 2016 in Louisville, KY.  The Rev. 
Canon Timothy Dombek facilitated the strategic visioning process. 
 Twenty-two Execu� ve Board members worked through two days 
of intensive visioning, goal se!  ng and planning for the future. The 
visioning helped us move the Brotherhood from a top-down managed 
organiza� on to a grass roots driven organiza� on. The Na� onal Council 
is now assuming a servant role once again.
 This is has been a team eff ort from the very beginning with the 
Execu� ve Board providing leadership oversight monthly since August 
2015. From now on, we will proceed according to what our grass roots 
Brothers are telling us to do, We will be off ering a menu of services for 
them to select from in reques� ng our assistance. 
 When we fi rst polled our en� re membership in 2012, the number 
one priority among our Brothers was to increase our visible presence 
within the Church na� onwide. It was evident then that the church’s 
best-kept secret was a men’s ministry program called the Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew.
 “We have been answering that request with great diligence. Now, 
the senior leadership team has established a rela� onship with the 
Episcopal News Service (ENS) and The Living Church (TLC) news ser-
vice.  Published men’s ministry news items appear in various Episcopal 
magazines including ENS and TLC websites regularly.
 A good example was the October 2017 Boy Scouts of America 
memo of understanding (MOU) signing in Dallas Texas. This MOU s� p-
ulated that the Brotherhood would be the liaison body between the 
Church and the BSA. Vice President Ed Milbrada was the chief architect 

continued from page 1

Five new ministries in 2017 alone

                                             con� nued on page  10

Brothers pass bylaw changes

 Senior Vice President Jack Hanstein reviewed for 

the Na� onal Council the proposed bylaw changes. The 

major focus of the bylaw changes was to increase ac-

cess to the decision-making process of the Brotherhood 

by every chapter, These changes include elec� on of na-

� onal offi  cers and province presidents, approval of the 

annual budget, changes to bylaws and cons� tu� on, and 

membership on the Execu� ve Board. All vo� ng at annual 

mee� ngs will be voted on by a system that allows one 

vote per chapter, one vote per assembly, and one vote 

for each province - either in person or by absentee ballot.

 The bylaw changes were adopted with the under-

standing that some changes cannot occur un� l a� er 

amendment of the Cons� tu� on at the annual mee� ng 

(Trienniel) in July 2018.

 The revised bylaws have been posted on the Brother-

hood website for all to review and the proposed changes 

were published in the June St. Andrew’s Cross.
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Why our future involves 
Millennials, social media 

By Jim Goodson

 
 LOUISVILLE,  Kentucky - The future of 
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew was laid 

out in stark terms July 21 by President 
Jeff rey Butcher.
 “We will be engaged in rela� onship 
building,” President Butcher. “And we will 
target Millennials (young men between 
the ages of 15 and 30).  This will be the 
biggest paradigm shi�  in the history of the 
Brotherhood. 
 “Gentlemen, we must do this. We are 
going to do this. This is the genera� on 
we produced and we owe it to them 
to come to know Jesus Christ. And as 
an organiza� on, we simply have to get 
younger. I’d say the average age of our 
group is between 58 and 74.”
 President Butcher outlined the 
commonly-accepted defi ni� ons of male 
age groups:
 “Most of us in this room are from the 
Founders’ or Baby Boomers genera� ons,” 
Brother Butcher said, referring to men 
born between 1928 and 1945 (Founders’) 
and men born between 1946 and 1964 
(Baby Boomers).
 “Then come the Gen Xers (1965-1987) 
and the Millennials (1988-2002). We 
have done reasonably well with Gen Xers, 
but the Millennials represent a special 
challenge. They are a unique genera� on, 
but they – as a whole – are not happy 
campers.”
 By the year 2025, Millennials will comprise 75 percent of 
our work force, President Butcher said.
 “Jesus Christ was a Millennial,” he noted.
 Characteris� cs of Millennials make it diffi  cult – but also 
rewarding – to reach them, Brother Butcher said.
 “They have great ‘BS antennae’” he said. “They can sniff  
out insincerity a mile away. And if they think you’re not being 
honest with them, they will shut you down so quickly you 
won’t even know it.”

 Most millennials have had 
employment disappointments and many 
are s� ll living with their parents. “Can you 
imagine that? President Butcher asked.
 It will be tougher to reach Millennials 
than any other age group because of their 
inherent suspicion of the status quo, the 
president said.
 “And churches are defi nitely the 
status quo,” he added.

 “Millennials will tell you they are 
spiritual but not religious,” President 
Butcher said. “But that gives you 
something to work with. All you have to 
do is tell your faith story. Speak from the 
heart, and you can reach them – if you are 
being honest.”
 As an example, Brother Butcher told 
those a� ending July’s na� onal council 
about a � me when he and a young man in 
the Millennial age group faced a long walk 
to return to a Tennessee conference site.
 “All of sudden he began asking me 
about my rela� onship with Jesus Christ 
and my own faith journey,” President 
Butcher said. “So I opened up and 
before long he was talking about his own 
struggles and ques� ons. 
 “It was a real sharing moment - and 
that’s how you reach Millennials. And if 
we are going to build rela� onships with 
these young people we need to become 
good listeners.”

Building social networks

 Along these lines, President Butcher wants to increase 
the Brotherhood’s ‘curb appeal’ by more use of our social 
networks – Facebook, Twi� er, our blogsite and other social 
pla! orms we’ve established during the past two years.
 You call it ‘curb appeal’ when the realtor drives past a 

President Jeff rey Butcher  ad-

dresses Brothers July 21 at Christ 

Church Cathedral in Louisville, 

Kentucky.

con! nued on page 4
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well-kept house he or she is trying to sell.
 “Well, our social media pla! orms are our curb appeal,” 
President Butcher said. “I urge all the Brothers to use social 
media more o" en. Chances are, you do this in your personal 
life already. We need to start using our social media pla! orms.
 “Sadly, some# mes it seems as if our clergy want to keep us 
pinned inside the church walls. But we must break out of the 
church walls and build rela# onships – both on our social media 
pla! orms and with the young men who are the future of the 
Brotherhood.” 

con� nued from page 3

Today’s Millennials can,

will be future Brothers

Brothers Andrew and affi  liate members,

 It’s been two months since becoming your Interim Direc-
tor. In that # me I met many of your senior leadership at con-
ven# on in Louisville and fi nd myself humbled as I take shade 
under these oaks of righteousness and truth.
 If things go as they hoped, the fi rst six months will fi nd 
me able to meet you in Tulsa, Houston, Springfi eld (MO), Al-
buquerque, Sewanee, Denver, Pensacola and of course, at our 
new offi  ce in Louisville, KY.
 My key charge has been to “build rela# onships.” I hope 
you take the opportunity to make it to these regional meet-
ings. It’s a great opportunity for fellowship, new and renewed 
friendships as well as learning. They will also help me build 
rela# onships with you.
 There has concerted eff ort by your leadership over the last 
18 months in off ering a paradigm shi"  to grow/nurture from 
the bo' om up rather than the top down. Napoleon said if you 
want to start a revolu# on, it must begin in the trenches.  
        My sense is your leadership has been in the trenches, 
praying through ways to raise the eyebrows and open the 
mind to new opportuni# es for living into BStA principles.

 Key among their hopes and dreams is to reach to Millen-
nials and Genera# on X-ers like myself, bringing them into the 
ranks of full membership. I will be reviewing progress on the 
Strategic Plan you have in place, where goals were met and 
what we can do together to keep the others on track.
 I hope to be as responsive as I can to you, remembering at 
present this is a part-# me posi# on.
 Jeff  Butcher has a vision for a membership base of 20,000 
in just a few short years. That will happen if we “s# ck to what 
works,” the principals of prayer, study and ac# on, while we 
fi nd new ways to grow new members. To that end I am meet-
ing with both lay and ordained persons learning what is work-
ing for them as they grow the church into these genera# onal 
groups.
 Frankly, it’s exci# ng.
 So Brothers Andrew, my prayer for us is that we remember 
how powerful that word “prayer” is. We’ve all seen what it can 
do in our lives. Please pray for me, as I do you, that together 
we run the good race set before us.                                 
                                                                                                  Shalom,

                                                            Tom Welch, Interim Director

                                              tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

Two exciting months
Brother Tom  

Welch
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Budget changes refl ect 
new commitments

By Jack Hanstein

 LOUISVILLE, Kentucky - Senior Vice President Jack 
Hanstein presented the proposed budget for 2017-2018 
to members of the Na� onal Council mee� ng July 21 in 
Louisville, Kentucky.
 Treasurer Brother Bob Dennis prepared the budget 
but was unable to a� end due to a recent surgery.
 First, let me say, the Brotherhood fi nances are solid. 
Yes, we are behind  in collec� on of ministry pledges and 
in our projec� ons of annual giving. We have been wise 
with our expenditures establishing a prudent reserve. It 
is an� cipated we will fi nish the fi scal year in good shape.
 Expenses for the move to Louisville and the extra ex-
pense of hiring an execu� ve director were paid with the 
fi rst year draw-down of funds from the Founda� on earn-
ings approved at our March Na� onal Council mee� ng in 
Mesa, Arizona.
 As we prepared the budget for 2017-2018 we real-
ized there had been considerable confusion in the fi eld 
when we switched from “Dues” to “Ministry Pledges.” 
We have prepared several ar� cles to inform the mem-
bership that, while we are now opera� ng with Ministry 
Pledges like most churches – each chapter needs to en-
courage their members to make a fi nancial commitment 
to the work and ministry of the Brotherhood if we are to 
accomplish the work Christ is calling us to do.
 We need to ask ourselves - where does the work of 
the Brotherhood fi t into our priori� es? Is the Brother-
hood one of the three top priori� es for your charitable 
giving? If not, why not? Consider making an addi� onal 
gi�  over and above your annual $40 ministry pledge.
 The proposed budget for 2017-2018 moves us in a 
bold new direc� on. We have hired our fi rst director in 
more than a decade; moved our offi  ces to the center of 
the country; providing fi nancial assistance to our pro-
gram commi� ees; and to our provincial leaders. We are 
also se�  ng aside funds to par� cipate in the Na� onal 
Church Evangelism Conference and to ensure our pres-
ence at General Conven� on in 2018. Addi� onally, we 
have increased the travel budget for our offi  cers and ex-
ecu� ve director.

 We are forecas� ng an income increase from 
$201,866 to $248,140 for next year.
 All of these changes are in direct response to our 
commitment to be more responsive to the needs of the 
provinces, dioceses and chapters throughout the coun-
try. We cannot con� nue to expect our leadership to foot 
the bill out of their own pockets. The alterna� ve is a dis-
organized opera� on with no future.
 To accomplish this bold agenda we will need to be 
aggressive in our fund-raising and inten� onal in seeking 
contribu� ons from all our members, past and future and 
the whole church. We will be kicking off  a major fund 
development program in the fall and will be introducing 
a legacy stewardship campaign shortly there-a� er.
 We have been called to be the men’s ministry of 
the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. We 
can do this - we all need to work together and make the 
Brotherhood and men’s ministry our top priority.

FREE DOWNLOADABLE COURSE

Many of us are in! midated by 
the Bible - it feels too distant, 
too diffi  cult to understand and 
too long.

Exploring the Bible is a 26 ses-
sion, all ages curriculum that 
uncovers the vast, sweeping 
story of God’s extraordinary 
love for ordinary people in a 
clear and easy-to-follow for-
mat.

This free resource is designed 
for adult forma! on and easily 
modifi ed for youth groups as 
well.

Free download online at For-
wardMovement.org/Explor-
ingTheBible.
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Our new offi ce 
a clean, well-
lighted place
By Jim Goodson

 LOUISVILLE, Kentucky – Louisville is the new home of the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew and Brothers who toured our 

new offi  ce were impressed 
– especially a� er learning of 
the economies involved.
 “We are in a great 
loca� on and we’re paying 
about half of what real 
estate rents for in this 
loca� on,” President Jeff rey 
Butcher said. “And Tom 
(Welch) and I are fi nding 
bargain a� er bargain as we 
seek offi  ce supplies.”
 Located in the heart 
of downtown Louisville 
three blocks from Episcopal 
Diocese of Kentucky 
headquarters, the new 

home of the Brotherhood was made possible partly due 
to the rela� onship between President Jeff rey Butcher and 
Louisville business leader Bill Recevuer, the president of 
Realm Construc� on Company.
 “He built it out completely for us,” Brother Butcher said, 
referring to Brother Recevuer. Both are members of the 
chapter at St. Francis’-in-the-Fields Episcopal Church. “He 
put in new carpet, a new ceiling, furnishings and updated the 
small kitchen we have there.”
 The offi  ce is sec� oned off  by four cubicles, which can cost 
between $6,000 and $8,000. “We got them for free,” Brother 
Butcher said.
 Two wooden fi le cabinets were also donated, as was a 
wooden desk. Brothers Butcher and Welch scoured Craig’s 
List and found a conference table whose owner was asking 
for $850. They got it for $150.
 “It’s been like that every step of the way,” Brother Butcher 
said. “There is a lot of goodwill for the Brotherhood here. 
People want us to succeed.”
 The president added that Brothers with photos, pain� ngs, 
ar� facts and anything else that “shows us conduc� ng any of 
our varied ministries - especially ac� on photos - may send 
them to the new na� onal offi  ce to be used as decora� ve 

art.”
 “We really want our new offi  ce to refl ect what the 
Brotherhood is about - men of ac� on bringing other men 
and youth to Jesus Christ.”
 The new address is 620 South Third Street, Suite 302, 
Louisville, Kentucky 40202.

Brothers visit the new na� onal offi  ce in Louisville, Ken-
tucky. At le� , Chancellor Billy Harrison holds a sign that 
reads, “In an era of corporate restructuring, try an or-
ganiza� on where top management hasn’t changed in 
2,000 years.”
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Regional workshops 
offer more discipleship

By Jim Goodson

 LOUISVILLE, Kentucky – Brotherhood President Jeff rey 
Butcher has preached the importance of conduc� ng regional 
workshops since his elec� on two years ago.
 “Having one big mee� ng per year limits the number of 
Brothers we can reach,” President Butcher has said. “Not 
everyone has the � me and resources to fl y across the 

country and book hotel rooms for consecu� ve nights. The 

result is that we tend to get many of the same people every 

year.

 “If we could conduct at least one regional mee� ng every 

year in each province – or more than one mee� ng in our 

larger provinces – we could reach more men, create more 

disciples and off er more ministry in more areas.”

 To that end, fi ve regional mee� ngs were held in 2016 and 

10 more are scheduled for 2017.

 Leadership training, discipleship, racial reconcilia� on 

and human traffi  cking are among the topics that have been 

discussed.

 “Highly-a� ended regional mee� ngs would be a real plus 

for us going forward.”

 Here is a list of regional mee� ngs due to be held in 2017 

and previously held regional mee� ngs:

 

Upcoming Regional Mee! ngs

Texas Assembly Men’s Summit
Saturday Aug. 19, 2017

Trinity Episcopal Church

The Woodlands, Texas

Feature speakers - Jason Evans, Missioner for Missional 

Communi� es, Diocese of Texas;

The Rev. Jimmy Abbo� , Rector Holy Comforter, Spring - 

Rela� onship Building with Millennials

The Rev. David Peters, associate rector St. Mark’s, Aus� n on 

Veterans Rela� ons

Tom Welch, Na� onal Brotherhood Interin Execu� ve Director

Dr. Ed Davis VP Na� onal Brotherhood, St. Stephen’s, Huntsville; 

Ron Weeks, St Timothy’s, Lake Jackson; John VanCamp, Holy 

Comforter, Spring on Restora� ve Jus� ce Prison Ministry

RSVP to dbrast@pdq.net or 281-583-1713

Province VII Regional Workshop
 Sept. 16, 2017

 St John’s Episcopal Church

 Springfi eld, Missouri

 Workshops: Understand Human Traffi  cking – A Primer 

(Mike McDonnell), Human Traffi  cking Intricacies and Spiritual 

Consequences (The Rev. Brian McVey), Na� onal Brotherhood of 

St. Andrew Training and Informa� onal Session (President Jeff rey 

Butcher), Discipleship and Mentoring (Brother Tom Mar� n)

For more informa� on call 417-869-6351.

Regional VIII Episcopal Diocese of Northern California Mee! ng
 Sept. 16, 2017

 Rocklin, California

Episcopal Diocese of Rio Grande Mee! ng
 Sept. 23, 2017

 Socorro, New Mexico 87801

 Speakers: Mike McDonnell, The Rev. Brian McVey

 Topic: Human Traffi  cking, Kairos Prison Ministry, Discipleship 

Training, How to Engage the Struggle for Jus� ce and Why a Men’s 

Ministry?

 

Province V Regional Mee! ng
 Oct. 7, 2017 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

 St. John’s Episcopal Church

 Naperville, Illinois

 Contact: Ted Main 630-416-3952 theodore.main45@gmail.com

 

Na! onal Boy Scout Mee! ng
 Oct. 9-11, 2017

 DFW Marrio� 

 Contact Ed Milbrada edmilb61545@gmail.com 

 

President Jeff rey Butcher addresses men a# ending the 

2016 Tennessee Episcopal Churchmen’s Conference at 

All Saints Chapel at The University of the South. 
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Scenes from a Kentucky Cathedral

Brotherhood of St. Andrew President Jeff rey Butcher installs, from le� , 
Ted Main as vice-president for fi eld opera� ons, Larry Biddle as provin-
cial liaison to the Anglican Church of North America and Joe McDaniel 
as vice president for racial reconcilia� on. The installa� ons took place at 
Christ Church Cathedral in Louisville, Kentucky on July 22, 2017.

Top photo above, The Rev. Can-
on Amy Coultas celebrates Holy 
Eucharist for Brothers at 9 a.m. 
July 22. Above, Brother and The 
Rev. Tom Bates delivers the Gos-
pel.

photos by Jim Goodson

Brotherhood Senior Vice President Jack Hanstein joins President Jeff  

Butcher to install Tom Welch, le� , as interim execu� ve director and new 

Brother Larry Chase. Chase said he will undertake a bicycle tour from-

coast to coast visi� ng houses of worship to collect prayer cloths to be 

mounted on the Na� onal Mall in Washington, D.C.



NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING, LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

The ST. ANDREW’S CROSS Summer 2017                                                                                                 9

By Jim Goodson

 LOUISVILLE, Kentucky – Floridian Joe McDaniel, Jr. has 

been appointed na� onal vice president of  the Brotherhood 

of St Andrew’s newly-created Commi� ee on Racial Reconcilia-

� on.

 He is tasked with crea� ng a strategy to expose the 

5,000-member men’s ministry to the Episcopal Church’s Min-

istry of Racial Reconcilia� on.

 A former corporate fi nance a� orney in New York City, 

McDaniel has been a deputy to General Conven� on. He also 

served as the legisla� ve assistant to the House of Depu� es 

Commi� ee for the Confi rma� on of the Presiding Bishop at 

the 2015 General Conven� on.

 He is a trained facilitator in conduc� ng racial reconcilia-

� on workshops in the Episcopal Diocese of The Central Gulf 

Coast, where he also serves on its Commission on Ministry 

and its Cursillo Commission. He has been a delegate at nu-

merous diocesan conven� ons and has served as senior war-

den for Christ Church Episcopal Parish and on a various num-

ber of its commi� ees and sub-commi� ees.

 “We are very excited about the ability to make a state-

ment about expanding the men’s ministry movement into this 

vital area which is a priority for The Episcopal Church,” Broth-

erhood President Jeff rey Butcher said making the announce-

ment July 21 in Louisville during the Brotherhood’s annual 

na� onal council mee� ng.

 “We need men to address the issue of racism within the 

wider church and within our own organiza� on.

 “The crea� on of this Commi� ee on Racial Reconcilia� on 

is a statement that tells the church and our members we are 

very serious concerning the challenges that racism presents 

us in bringing men and youth closer to Christ,” President 

Brothers back
racial reconciliation

con! nued on page 10

Commi� ee brings an ac� on-oriented
approach to new Episcopal Church ministry 

Joe McDaniel, Jr. tells Brothers about our organiza-
! on’s new Commi" ee on Racial Reconcilia! on.
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Butcher said. “We are stepping up to the plate to address this 

serious issue.”

 McDaniel, quo� ng Ma� hew 15:21-28. Where it states: 

“Yea. Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 

their masters’ tables.” This story in Ma� hew’s Gospel details 

Jesus’ encounter with a Canaanite woman. Her na� onality 

makes her an outsider and on this basis even Jesus rejects 

her when she comes seeking help for her daughter. But the 

Canaanite woman challenges Jesus on his refusal and Jesus 

praises her faith and heals her daughter a� er all.

 This story demonstrates that God’s love is so expansive, it 

can surprise and stretch even Jesus Christ himself. It encour-

ages Chris� ans to be mindful of our own prejudices and un-

derstand that God’s love isn’t as restric� ve as our own.

 It is in this spirit of the furtherance of jus� ce, that the 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew has created the Commi� ee on 

Racial Reconcilia� on where we will conduct an examina� on 

of our own unconscious and in some cases conscious preju-

dices. The work will some� mes be painful for some but it will 

be enlightening and hopefully rewarding as we seek to bridge 

an understanding between the races that led to the killings 

in Charleston at the AME Church of nine African American 

parishioners as they welcomed Dylann Roof to join them in a 

Bible study.

 Roof is a self-confessed white supremacist whose goal 

was to create a race war. Yet in a move that stunned many ob-

servers, many of the family members of those who were mur-

dered expressed their forgiveness to him for the unbelievable 

carnage which he had unleashed upon them and their family 

members.

 It is this sense of reconcilia� on for the past sins of racism 

that we must achieve if we are to move forward reconciled 

to one another in a sense of love and unity, and to do so we 

must acknowledge the sins of the past. We must engage in 

ac� ve dialogue to discuss it, no ma� er how uncomfortable 

such a discussion may be.

 As Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, “Our common experi-

ence in fact is the opposite – that the past, far from disap-

pearing or lying down and being quiet, has an embarrassing 

and persistent way of returning and haun� ng us unless it has 

in fact been dealt with adequately.

 “Unless we look the beast in the eye, we fi nd it has an 

uncanny habit of returning to hold us hostage.”

 To confront the beast, our goal is to conduct a series of 

workshops across the na� on and invite all the Brotherhood 

of St. Andrew chapters in the applicable dioceses to a� end 

these one-day workshops, where they will be exposed to the 

na� onal curriculum developed by The Episcopal Church on 

Racial Reconcilia� on.

 The goal of such training is to expose and uncover the un-

conscious biases, in a non-threatening way, which we all har-

bor towards one another, with the purpose of learning who 

we are and why we think the way we do.

 The goal is for The Brotherhood to be on the forefront of 

the Jesus Movement in its Ministry of Racial Reconcilia� on as 

we seek the furtherance of the beloved community.

con� nued from page 9

Brotherhood seeks to be in the
forefront of this ministry

in making all of this possible.
 The execu� ve board developed out-of-the-box thinking, too.  This 
bigger than life approach created an “affi  liated” chapter concept.  
Groundwork was laid to expand the membership base using an um-
brella framework to incorporate men’s ministry into every parish.
 If you want your men’s ministry to reach out to veterans in your 
community who are hur� ng – physically and spiritually, let us help you 
get that ministry going.
 If you want your men’s ministry to reach outside the church walls, 
to reach out to men in prison, to sponsor a Boy Scout troop, sponsor a 
men’s spiritual retreat, conduct a discipleship training program, please 
consider giving us a call and let us make available the vast resources of 
more than 300 Brotherhood chapters to help you make a diff erence in 
your communi� es. We publish the only magazine dedicated exclusively 
to men’s ministries within the Episcopal and Anglican Church.
 You don’t even have to call yourselves the Brotherhood.  Call your-
selves the men’s ministry of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church.  Nevertheless, 
please look at the many and varied ministries for thousands of men 
na� onwide.

 To learn about Brotherhood of St. Andrew ministry opportuni� es 
call 724-266-5810 or visit www.brothersandrew.net

con� nued from page 2

Please look at men’s ministries
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Workshop on human traffi cking 
is Sept. 16 in Missouri

By Jim Goodson
 SPRINGFIELD, Missouri - The terrible phenomenon of hu-
man traffi  cking is one of three topics to be studied Sept. 16 at 
St. John’s Episcopal Church.
 Brotherhood President Jeff rey Butcher will also conduct a 
na� onal Brotherhood of St. Andrew training and informa� on-
al session and Brother Tom Mar� n will off er a presenta� on on 
Discipleship and Mentoring.
 Brother Mike McDonnell is senior warden at St. George’s 
Episcopal Church and a co-founder of the Lake of the Ozarks 
Stop Human Traffi  cking Coali� on (June, 2017 St. Andrew’s 

Cross).
 For more informa� on contact the church at 417-869-
6351.

Faith Chests shipped to seven states
 HARTFORD, Connec� cut - The Brotherhood’s build-your-
own-Faith-Chests project has spread to seven states, so far.
 The Faith Chest ini� a� ve, launched in February, was de-
veloped to give Brotherhood chapters an opportunity to pro-
vide a meaningful gi!  to the newly-bap� zed at their parishes. 
 The ministry has resulted in fi nished faith chests and kits 
to be shipped to churches in California, Mississippi, Texas 
(two churches), Minnesota and Florida (three churches)
 St. John’s Episcopal Cathedral in Jacksonville presented 
faith chests to seven bap� smal candidates on Pentecost Sun-
day.
 For more informa� on about the Faith Chests ini� a� ve call 
Brother George Booth at 603-748-2106.

New social media sites established
 ALTO, New Mexico - In addi� on to serving as president 
of giant Province VII, Brother Roy Banavides has designed six 
social media sites for Brothers to use to share news, informa-
� on and exchange ideas.
 They are:
 • Brotherhood of St. Andrew web page:h# p://brothersandrew.net
 • BTSA Facebook page: h# ps://www.facebook.com/brothersan-
drew.net
 • Pinterest: h# ps://www.pinterest.com/brotherhood0257/
 • Blog page: h# p://brotherhoodofstandre.ipage.com
 • Twi# er: Brothers Andre-BSTA
 • Linked In: Brotherhood of St. Andrew
 “The most ac� ve social media is our Facebook page,” Brother 

Benavides says. “We encourage you to send us local, diocesab and 
province informa� on so that we can post them on our various social 
media sites.”
 Brother Benavides has also scheduled many retreats and regional 
workshops. In addi� on to the retreat in Springfi eld, Missouri (Please 
see fi rst item), regional workshops have been scheduled in Houston 
and Socorro, New Mexico.

Province VIII to focus on men’s ministry
 PHOENIX, Arizona - Province VIII of the Episcopal Church  
will for the fi rst � me include a focus on men’s ministry.
 Brotherhood Province VIII President Jack Hanstein reports 
that Province VIII may be the fi rst province in the country to 
include men’s ministry as a part of its focus.
 In the mean� me, the Brotherhood of St Andrew in Prov-
ince VIII will hold a Regional Chris� an Mens Conference, with 
the lead of the chapter in Rocklin, California. St Augus� ne in 
Rocklin has developed a steering commitee to plan and im-
plement a regional workshop, scheduled for Sept. 16, 2017.
 Topics will include racial reconcili� on, sex traffi  cking, Kai-
ros Prison Ministry,  Men’s Ministry 101 and discipliship train-
ing. The Brotherhood in Arizona has added four new chapters 
in 2016 and  is planning mentor training and Veteran Friendly 
Congrega� on training for 2017-18.
 

Connec! cut Assembly hears from president
 HARTFORD, Connec� cut - The highlight of the Connec� -
cut Assembly year was the Province I regional workshop at 
Trinity Church.
 President Jeff rey Butcher a# ended the mee� ng and talk-
ed about the Brotherhood’s strategy for a# rac� ng Millennials  
to the organiza� on.
 Assembly members also heard from Chrysalis Center 
volunteer manager Ellyn Laramie, who talked about the vet-
eran’s orogram run at the center. The Chrysalis Center is  pri-
vate, non-profi t. socially innova� ve organiza� on that serves 
individuals and families living in poverty, veterans, women 
and children, young adults and individuals struggling with 
mental health, addic� on, HIV/AIDS and those returning from 
incarcera� on and homelessness. 

Province News and Views



KINGDOM BUILDER MAN OF THE MONTH

By Dick Hooper

 PENSACOLA, Florida - Several years 
ago, then-Na� onal President Bob Den-
nis ins� tuted the Kingdom Builder of the 
Month as a recogni� on award for a Broth-
er who has taken the ini� a� ve to build up 
God’s Kingdom through his ac� vi� es in the 
Brotherhood and the church.
 This month the St. Andrew’s Cross 
names Brent Sawyer for this recogni� on. 
As a junior member of the Brotherhood, 
Brent may be the youngest recipient of 
this award, but he is one of  the most ac-
� ve Brothers serving  his school, parish 
and his Brotherhood chapter of Christ 
Church Parish of the Diocese of the Cen-
tral Gulf Coast.
 Brent is a bit of an unusual teenager 
because he likes “hanging out with older Chris� an men.” 
When ques� oned “why?” he responded by saying, “they  
inspire him to work for good.”
 In addi� on to being a regular a! ender at chapter 
mee� ngs, he has worked on several chapter projects 
such as serving at Lenten suppers and Sunday parish 
breakfasts. Brent is ac� ve not only in the parish EYC, but 
has been a family table coach at Happenings, the teen-
age equivalent of Cursillo. Brent remembers when he 
was the only Happenings pilgrim from Christ Church but, 
par� ally due to his encouragement, seven teen-agers 
from the parish a! ended this year’s event.  In addi� on 
to being an acolyte for several years, he also has the 
honor of serving as one of the youngest chalice bearers 
at Christ Church.
 Brent is a senior at Catholic High School and has 
been both the football and baseball manager for his Cru-
saders. The coaches have entrusted him with being the 
team videographer and Brent prepares the study tapes 
for his teams.  His love of sports has lead him to become 
a member of the Fellowship of Chris� an Athletes.
 When asked when he became such a strong Chris-

� an, Brent looked a bit puzzled and 
replied that he has “always been a 
Chris� an.”
      Perhaps his love of Christ came 
from growing up in the Church since 
his mother Alice was a Methodist 
minister.  Brent knows that a minister 
does not have an easy job because of 
his mother’s experience of diffi  cul-
� es in her own church. These led to 
Brent living with his grandmother, 
Bonnie Benz, who serves on the 
parish vestry and is a pillar of Christ 
Church. He credits her with nurturing 
his faith through diffi  cult � mes.
      He also recalls visits by Mormon 
missionaries who impressed him 
with their dedica� on and zeal; these 
encounters made him ponder his 

own beliefs.
 Although enjoying the praise music of Seeker Non-
denomina� onal churches, Brent loves the dignity and 
majesty of the Episcopal liturgy. He realizes from his 
experiences that he must tes� fy by word and ac� on to 
strengthen his own patch of God’s Li! le Acre, the Epis-
copal Church.
 Therefore, as a freshman next year at The University 
of West Florida, Brent plans to take an ac� ve role in pro-
mo� ng the Episcopal Youth Fellowship by working with 
The Rev. Mary Allice Matheson and The Rev. Rob Dixon, 
both Episcopal Chaplains to the University.
 He plans to major in psychology to fulfi ll his ul� mate 
ambi� on of being a priest. Having experienced some of 
the darker moments with his mother of being in a clergy 
family, Brent believes he is approaching his goal with his 
eyes wide open, but confi dent he can con� nue to be a 
Kingdom Builder - every month.

 Dick Hooper is diocesan coordinator for the Episcopal 
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast. He can be reached at 
wihoop@cox.net.   

Brent Sawyer at the altar at 
Christ Church Parish.
                           photo by Dick Hooper

A young but mature 
man of the month 
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EPISCOPAL SCOUTING AT THE JAMBOREE

Episcopalians at the

2017 Boy Scout Jamboree
By Ed Milbrada

 BECKLEY, West Virginia - Episcopalians were present in 
force at the 2017 Boy Scout Na� onal Jamboree.
 Jamborees are gatherings of Boy Scout youth and leaders 
held every four years.
 In 2013, the Jamboree moved to its permanent site at 
the Summit Bechtel Reserve near Beckley, West Virginia. The 
Summit off ers high adventure ac� vi� es - BMX, skateboarding, 
mountain biking, zip lines, canopy tours, challenge courses, 
climbing, shoo� ng sports and more - in one se�  ng.
 As they enjoy these ac� vi� es, Scouts meet their fellows 
from across the country and around the world. This year 
more than 700 Scouts and their leaders from outside the 
United States joined with more than 30,000 U.S. Scouts and 
leaders at the Summit.
 The Episcopal presence at the Jamboree had three as-
pects. There were four Episcopal priests who served as sub-
camp Chaplains. There was an Episcopal Scou� ng display 
in the Duty to God and Country tent at the Summit Center. 
These ac� vi� es culminated on Sunday, July 23 when West 
Virginia Bishop W. M. Klusmeyer joined about 275 Scouts and 
leaders to celebrate the Jamboree Eucharist.

Chaplains
 Four Episco-
pal Jamboree 
Chaplains came 
to West Virginia 
from around the 
Country. They 
are:
 • The Rev. Ed 
Erb is rector of 
Grace Episcopal 
in Honesdale, PA.
 • The Very 
Rev. Andrew 
Hanyzewski is 
rector of St. Pe-
ter’s Episcopal 
Church in Fort 
Atkinson, WI
 • The Rev. James Snodgrass is priest-in-charge of St. John's 
Episcopal in Harve de Grace, MD.

 •  The Very Rev. William Willoughby is rector of St Paul’s 
Episcopal Church in Savannah, GA.
 Each of these priests gave about two weeks of their � me 
ministering to the spiritual and emo� onal needs of the Scouts 
and Scouters at the Jamboree. During the 10-day event, 
Chaplains play a big role. Here are a few highlights:
 It’s a long � me for young people to be away from home 
in an unfamiliar place and the same goes for the 1,500 adult 
staff . Even at such a fun event, it can be a trying � me. Experi-
ences range from homesickness to life-changing encounters. 
One of our chaplains was called on to help a Scout deal with 
signifi cant internal struggle that had the Scout considering 
suicide. The chaplain’s signifi cant training in counseling and 
long experience as a pastor led to a posi� ve rela� onship be-
tween the Chaplain and the Scout as they talked about what 
was happening. The outcome was that the Scout agreed to 
fi nish the Jamboree and fulfi ll the commitment he made to a 
recently deceased grandparent. Admi" edly, this is an extreme 
example of a chaplain’s work, but it is not a singular event.
 The Chaplains also helped Scouts and leaders fulfi ll their 
Duty to God. Father James Snodgrass described the Interfaith 
Service in Subcamp C2 as follows: “Each person (chaplain) 
had six to eight minutes to present how thankfulness/gra� -
tude showed up in their religious tradi� on, off ering a passage 
of Scripture, a two-to-four minute refl ec� on and prayer. Very 
well received by Scouts and Scouters; approximately 50 at-
tended the service ....”
 Fathers Erb and Hanyzewski also led the Eucharis� c ser-
vice for about 55 of the staff  the Sunday before that Jambo-
ree started.

Episcopal Scou! ng Display
 The Episcopal Scou� ng display at the 2017 Jamboree is 
the best I’ve seen in the three Jamborees I’ve a" ended as an 
adult.
 Lots of Scouts stopped at the display and there was great 
interac� on with the Scouts. In the several hours I was at the 
Jamboree on Sunday I didn’t see fewer than three Scouts 
talking to display staff  at any � me.
 The display was coordinated by The Rev. Carolyn Huff , as-
sociate at The Church of the Good Samaritan, Paoli, PA. She 
was assisted by a group of eight day staff  from the Diocese 

From le"  are Bishop Klusmeyer, The Rev. 
Ed Erb, The Very Rev. William Willoughby, 
Brother Ed Milbrada and The Very Rev. An-
drew Hanyzewski. Fr. Snodgrass was not 
available for the photo.

con! nued on page 14
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of West Virginia, coordinated by John McGhee, who helped 
out on a rota� ng basis. The Episcopal Chaplains and other 
Episcopal Jamboree staff  helped also as they had � me avail-
able.
 This year’s display theme was an Episcopal understand-
ing of the Sacraments. This theme � es in with a new set of 
Religious Award manuals for Episcopal Scouts that are being 
developed. Dra� s were available for review at the display and 
input will be incorporated into the dra� s. The ac� vi� es that 

Scouts had to complete to “earn” their patch came from the 

Religious Award manuals. There was a Confi rma� on Cross-

word for Boy Scout Age youth and a Rela� onships ques� on-

naire for Venturing age Scouts.

 Thanks to the eff orts of Bishop Klusmeyer, the display 

budget allowed us to off er patches in 2017. A� er the Jambo-

ree, only 130 patches of the 2,000 that were purchased were 

le� , so they were quite popular.

 The patch reinforced the display theme of an Episcopal 

understanding of the Sacraments. In addi� on to the patch, 

the Duty to God and Country core group provided each dis-

play with laser engraved “wooden nickels” to hand out. We 

used the same format as the patch. We also received 500 

wooden crosses from the Holy Land courtesy of Walt and Hol-

lie Mitchell of the Diocese of West Virginia.

 To summarize, in 2017 the Episcopal display off ered a full 

experience to Scouts and Leaders who stopped by. Our goal 

will be to make things even be� er in 2021.

Jamboree Eucharist
 As in 2013, the 

celebrant for the 

Jamboree Eucharist 

was the Bishop of 

West Virginia, the 

Rt. Rev. W. M. Klus-

meyer. This year 

there were about 

275 in a� endance. 

The general con-

sensus among West 

Virginians at the 

Eucharist was that 

this was the largest 

Episcopal religious 

service in West Vir-

ginia on Sunday, July 

23.

 In his sermon, 

Bishop Klusmeyer 

asked the Scouts to 

“show their juice.” An orange can be beau� ful on the outside 

yet s� ll have juice that is unappealing. In the same way we 

can, to all outward appearances, seem to be Chris� ans with-

out making the internal decision to answer Christ’s call to us.

 Similarly, a Scout can earn every award Scou� ng off ers 

without really living by the Scout Oath and the Scout Law. 

Scouts and Scout leaders were challenged to “show our juice” 

by both answering Christ’s call and living the Oath and Law.

 A� er the service was over, Scouts congregated around 

Bishop Klusmeyer asking him ques� ons and sharing their 

thoughts.

 All in all the Episcopal presence at Boy Scout Na� onal 

Jamborees con� nues to grow as we bring our understand-

ing of God’s call to Scou� ng. The teamwork displayed by a 

diverse group of clergy and laity is a key element in this con-

� nuing growth.

 If you have any ques� ons about the Jamboree or want to 

become more involved with Episcopal Scou� ng feel free to 

contact Brother Ed Milbrada, VP Scou� ng (milbrada@fuse.

net).

EPISCOPAL SCOUTING AT THE JAMBOREE

con� nued from page 13

The Scou! ng display was based upon an Episcopalian under-
standing of the Sacramants.

Above, the 2017 Na! onal Jambo-
ree Episcopal patch.

Scouts move to their 
new, permanent site 
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Sharing the Good News 
at Philmont Scout Ranch

By Ed Milbrada

 CIMARRON, New Mexico 
- This past summer, nearly 
20,000 Scouts and leaders 
from across the na� on and 
several other countries, 
hiked the trails of Philmont, 
the Boy Scouts of America’s 
renowned, 214 square mile, 
high adventure base lo-
cated in the rugged Sangre 
de Christo (Blood of Christ) 
Range of the Rockies.
 Among the seasonal staff  
of more than 1,200 were 
eight chaplains represent-
ing the Protestant, Roman 
Catholic, Mormon and Jew-
ish faith tradi� ons.
 Every evening at 7 pm., 
all ac� vity areas shut down, 
allowing Scouts to a� end 

a chapel service of their 

choice. They could a� end a service of their own faith, 

or they could choose to inves� gate how others worship. 

Either way, they were fulfi lling their Duty to God and 

prac� cing the 12th point of the Scout Law: “A Scout is 

reverent toward God. He is faithful in his religious du-

� es.  He respects the beliefs of others.”

 Three years ago, several Chris� an faith groups in-

volved in Scou� ng got together to make available a com-

plimentary pocket-size New Testament and Psalms to 

every Scout and leader a� ending either the Protestant 

service or the Roman Catholic mass.

 The Brotherhood of St. Andrew was one of the 

groups providing funding. The others were The United 

Methodist Men, The Associa� on of Bap� sts for Scout-

ing, The Na� onal Lutheran Associa� on of Scouters, The 

Churches of Christ for Scou� ng, and The Na� onal Catho-

lic Commi� ee on Scou� ng.

 Approximately 11,000 Testaments were distributed 

this summer.

 “This is a wonderful ecumenical ac� vity and demon-

strates that, under the banner of Scou� ng, churches can 

work together to share the Good News of God’s love,” 

Fr. McCleery said.

 He is a re� red Episcopal priest and Brotherhood 

member from Brevard, NC, who served as one of the 

three Protestant chaplains at Philmont in 2017.

 Before he was ordained, Fr. McCleery served as a 

professional Boy Scout leader. In his last assignment, he 

was the liaison between the Na� onal Boy Scout offi  ce 

and the Boy Scout Religious Rela� onships Commi� ee.

 Brother Ed Milbrada can be reached at (milbrada@

fuse.net).

The Rev. Bill McCleery leads an Episcopal and Anglican worship service at the Philm-
ont Scout Ranch near Cimarron, New Mexico.
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TEXAS’ TRUE BROTHERHOOD LEGEND

By David Hobbs

 LAKE JACKSON, Texas - Recently, I vis-
ited with Oliver Osborn and Emily, his wife 
of 67 years, in their Lake Jackson home. 
From their living room, you have a beau-
� ful view of the lake. They have lived in 
that home for 65 years.
 Oliver was born in El Paso, Texas, and 
graduated as a chemical engineer from 
Texas A&M in 1938. It was the end of the 
Depression Era and jobs were scarce. His 
father contacted a friend who helped 
him get a job as a roughneck in the West 
Texas oil patch, where he worked for three 
years.
 Just before World War II, he heard 
that Dow Chemical was hiring. Because his 
car was broken down, a friend drove him 
to the train sta� on. They arrived just as 
the train was about to leave. The conduc-
tor helped him to get on the train even 
without a � cket. He paid his fare on the 
train.
 The next day he arrived in Houston 
and asked for direc� ons to Freeport, Tex-
as. They sent him to the bus sta� on. He 
saw the bus pull in and was sure that he had missed connec-
� ons. The bus was a li� le late leaving allowing him to ride. 
The terminal in Freeport was a drugstore and Oliver asked 
a gentleman if he could call a taxi. That was impossible be-
cause there were no taxis. A man going that direc� on agreed 
to take him to Dow Chemical so he could interview for a job
 The man dropped him off  at the wrong loca� on but 10 

minutes later he was hired by Ethyl-Dow. His fi rst job was 

helping to develop instruments. He knew nothing about in-

struments, but working with the help of other individuals the 

task was accomplished.

 However, a few months later the project ended and 

World War II had begun. He was feeling like he had to fi nd 

a job but low spirits were soon li� ed by news of a transfer 

to Dow Chemical where for the remainder of the war they 

made magnesium.

 Due to the nature of his job, he received a le� er from 

President Roosevelt that exempted him from the dra� . A� er 

the war, Oliver became director of a research project. For the 

remainder of his � me at Dow Chemical, he was the head of 

the research department un� l he re� red in the late 1970s 

a� er 36 years of service. Oliver holds 17 patents.

 Emily met the “most eligible bachelor in Brazoria County” 

at church. He was 10 years older and she was just 20. Her 

brother-in-law felt she should not date such an older man; 

however, her sister Be� y Lane said he was fi ne and insisted 

they get introduced.

 A� er Oliver and Emily married, they lived in a small 

house that Oliver owned and purchased land on the lake in 

Lake Jackson. The sales agreement stated that within two 

Oliver Osborn at 100
He helped found a church, our oldest

and largest prison ministry

Emily and Oliver Osborne at their Lake Jasckson home, where they’ve 
lived for 65 years

con! nued on page 17
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‘WHEN OLIVER SEES SOMETHING TO BE DONE, THE BROTHERS DO IT’

years they had to build a house or 
lose the land. A house was built and 
they moved in. At that � me, they 
had no children, so they did not 
mind that the house was not fully 
completed. They a� ended St. Paul's 

Episcopal Church in Freeport.

 When St. Timothy’s Episcopal 

Church was organized in 1956, the 

Osborn family was a part of the 

original membership. Oliver was 

involved in the leadership and ac� vi-

� es of the church. A Brotherhood 

chapter was soon organized  shortly 

and Oliver became ac� ve in the 

Brotherhood.

 Many years ago, one of the early 

Brothers Andrew told me, “When 

Oliver sees something that needs to 

be done, the Brothers are soon in 

the middle of it.”

 In 1970, six Brothers Andrew 

met in a café across from the Texas 

A&M University campus. Brother-

hood Al Endrele, an associate fi eld 
secretary, said we needed to start an Assembly. Oliver Osborn 
appointed David Hobbs as the fi rst president of the Assembly. 
Oliver and David are the only members of that mee� ng who 
are s� ll alive.
 A Fall Boys Retreat was organized in 1971.
 For many years Oliver would call the Brothers around the 
Episcopal Diocese of Texas and urge them to a� end. If he re-
ceived a vague answer he would keep calling.
 In the mid-1980s one Brother Andrew observed that 
there were no boys at the Retreat, Oliver made a few calls 
and boys from inner city Houston a� ended.
 Since the mid-1980s and into the 1990s, the Brothers 
from St. Timothy’s would drag a barbecue grill from Lake Jack-
son northward past Houston to Camp Allen to serve Cowboy 
cooking. Of course, Oliver was in the middle of the ac� vi� es.
 In the late 1970s, Oliver re� red from Dow. He was invited 
to par� cipate in a Bill Glass retreat in Huntsville Prison Unit. 
In the early 1980s, he was invited to a Bill Glass retreat in 

the Retrieve Prison 
(now called the 
Wayne Sco�  Unit). 
Those who a� ended 
were Brothers 
Andrew from St. 
Timothy’s and were 
asked to go back at 
least six � mes. On 
one of those visits 
one of the inmates 
asked, "Who are 

you guys?"

 The answer was, 

“The Brotherhood 

of St. Andrew.” The 

inmates responsed, 

"We want to be 

Brothers, too.” The 

Chapter Inside the 

Walls was formed. 

The original group 

of Brothers Andrew 

was about seven or 

eight and they con-

� nued the prison 
ministry. As people 
moved or could not 

par� cipate new Brothers were recruited.
 In the early days, the Chapter Inside the Walls had only 
about 10 or 15 inmates; now the weekly mee� ngs draw 
about 50 inmates.
 About 20 years ago the Brothers started an annual Re-
treat Inside the Walls. The early retreats were a� end by 

about 50 inmates; now the retreat draws more than 150 in-

mates.

 Twelve years ago, the assembly started sponsoring a Golf 

Tournament to raise funds for the Annual Fall Boys Retreat. 

About eight years ago, due to the aging and re� rements of 

members, St. Timothy's Brothers asked the Texas Assembly 

for assist in paying for the retreat. A thousand dollars from 

the golf tournament has been donated every year since to 

help fi nance this retreat. This year the dona� on is in honor of 
Oliver Osborn’s 100th birthday.
 David Hobbs can be reached at dhobbs@swbell.net.

con� nued from page 16

David Hobbs shows Oliver Osborne the $1,000 dona� on 

made in Oliver’s honor for this year’s annual Fall Boy’s Re-

treat.

Inmates asked, ‘Who are you guys?’
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‘THERE IS NO REASON THE WORLD SHOULD BE DARK AT NIGHT’

 By Bob Baker

 SEMINOLE, Oklahoma 
- Sixteen men fi lled the Oak-
erhater Lodge at St. Crispin’s 
Episcopal Camp and Confer-
ence Center for our annual 
men’s retreat May 4-6.
 Our leader was The 
Right Reverend Nicholas 
Knisely, Bishop of Rhode 
Island. He is a very youthful 
and engaging teacher, who 
had a career as a professor 
of physics and astronomy 
before entering Yale Divinity 
School to pursue his calling to the ministry.
 Several of us in a" endance enjoyed reading his book 
of Lenten medita# ons Lent is not Rocket Science, in which 
he # es examples of the world of science to thoughts 
about our life and faith. He u# lized this technique to walk 
us through a though$ ul retreat.
 On Thursday evening all the par# cipants introduced 
themselves to Bishop Nicholas and the others with a few 
words about themselves and their spiritual journey. This 
bonding experience helped each of us feel connected to 
each other and to the man who came so far to be with us.
 Our fi rst medita# on began with Olber’s Paradox: That 
there is no reason that the world should be dark at night. 
It postulates that the night sky should be infi nitely bright 
and the heat should be so great that it would ex# nguish 
all life. The best argument came from Edgar Allen Poe, 
who reasoned that we can’t see the majority of the sky 
because the universe has a beginning, the Big Bang The-
ory. A% er our refl ec# ons and discussion, we ended the 
evening with our Compline service. We sang one or two 
hymns at each of our services.
 The second medita# on, a% er Friday breakfast and 
Morning Prayer, was based on darkness and light. In this 
we drew parallels between the ideas that: just as dark-

ness is the absence of 
light, so evil is the ab-
sence of good. We went 
on to refl ect on how God 
works with the troubles 
in our lives. Why is there 
evil in the world: is it cre-
ated by Satan? Bishop 
Knisely quoted an old 
Portuguese saying, “God 
is a god who draws 
straight with crooked 
lines.” There was plenty 
to unpack in this discus-
sion.
 A separate ex-

ercise was to meditate on the work of God’s crea# on. 
A% er a stormy, rainy week, God gave as a beau# ful day to 
refl ect on the sky, trees, lake and sounds of nature. We 
were instructed on techniques on centering prayer and 
mindfulness in connec# ng quietly with our surroundings.  
Mida% ernoon allowed us free # me to hike, run, read or 
nap. We had Evening Prayer before dinner.
 The third medita# on dealt with ac# on at a distance. 
Our sun and the moon both have a gravita# onal eff ect on 
the Earth which causes the equatorial circumference to 
be greater than the circumference through the poles
 This eff ect on celes# al bodies can become so great 
that when it goes beyond Roche’s Limit, it breaks into a 
number of smaller “moons”. Our moon exerts its gravi-
ta# onal pull to cause the ebb and fl ow of # des on Earth. 
We discussed the Book of Job at this session in that there 
was “a great dance” between God, Job and his friends. 
God talks about crea# on and nature; God talks to Job; 
and God talks to Job’s friends.
 We concluded the retreat with Holy Eucharist a% er 
breakfast on Saturday and went our separate ways 
much enriched by our corporate experience. 
 Oklahoma diocesan coordinator Bob Baker can be 
reached at baker111@tulsacoxmail.com.

On the front row are Tom Owens, Pat Greaves, Bob Baker, 
Bishop Nicholas Knisely and Craig Jenkins. On the back row are 
Charlie Nu� er, Jim Campbell, Pete West, Steve Collinson, Joe 

Morris, Tony Kolodziej, The Rev. John Marlin, Richard Medlock, 

Christopher Short, John Dewar, Bob Ridle and Ira Phillips.

Meditations on science,
God and creation

at Oklahoma retreat
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CENTRAL FLORIDA BROTHERS BUILD, DEDICATE NEW ALTAR 

New altar will anchor 
camp’s outdoor chapel

By The Rev. Ed Bartle

 AVON PARK, Florida 
-  Episcopal Diocese of Cen-
tral Florida Bishop Gregory 
Brewer presided over a dedi-
ca� on service for a new altar 
at Camp Wingmann built by 
Brothers from the Episcopal 
Church of the Advent in Dun-
nellon, Florida.
 Work began May 13, 
2017 on the new altar as 
well as other projects at the 
70-year-old facility named 
for two two former bishops - 
Cameron Mann (1914-1932) 
and John Wing (1932-1950).
 The impetus to build an 
assembly began during a 
February mee� ng at Camp 
Wingmann with six chapters 
represented.
 We hope to get more 
chapters to build a larger as-
sembly to conduct more min-
istry in Central Florida.
 One project involves con-
tac� ng and providing care for 
homeless veterans living in 
Ocala Na� onal Forest.

Episcopal Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast Bishop Gregory Brewer is fl anked 

by Brothers from the Church of the Advent in Dunnellon, Florida Paul Mc-

Cuckin, le� , and Skip Simpson. They represent their chapter’s members who 

constructed the new altar, which will be the centerpiece of an outdoor cha-

pel.  

The Rev. Ed Bartle can be reached at ebbartle@aol.com.
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THE BROTHERHOOD TODAY

BROTHERS WHO HAVE DIED
RECHARTED

CHAPTER

Ed Reid

Planta� on, FL

 LAUDERDALE LAKES, Florida - Brother Reid passed peacefully on Monday, May 
22, 2017.
 He served as treasurer and director of The Episcopal Church of the Atonement 
chapter of the Brotherhood in Lauderdale Lakes, Florida.
 Brother Reid gave his church outstanding service as a member of the vestry, 
building commi� ee, the Cursillo movement and the endowment commi� ee.

 He leaves us to cherish his memory, his wife Veta, daughters Jean-Marie Reid 

Sampson (Charlton) and Sylena Y. Reid, several grandchildren, one grandson, his 

brother Alfred C. Reid, re� red Anglican bishop of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands, 
sister-in-law Gloria; his sister Winsome Girvan and brother-in-law Louis, nieces, 
nephews, cousins, other family members and friends and his church family at The 
Episcopal Church of the Atonement.

Larry Keaton
Garland, TX

Robert Donald, Jr.
Pascagoula, MS

Trinity Cathedral
Miami, FL

The interior of Trinity Cathedral, where 
Brothers have grown and rechartered 
their chapter.


