
11

FEBRUARY 2020

THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
THE CROSS
Pr ayer , St ud y, and  Ser vice

The Episcopal and Anglican Newsletter of Men's Ministry

 M ISSIONS 
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WHAT CAN YOU AND YOUR 
BROTHERS DO TO MAKE A 

DIFFERENCE?

7,000 OR MORE WAYS TO SERVE
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President  Jef f  Butcher
jef f .butcher@brothersandrew.net

T h e Pr esid ent 's C or ner
BUILDING OUR MINISTRIES, BUILDING OUR LEGACY

Bless you all for the level of support the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew has received, especially over 
the past four years. It continues to be incredible. With 
your help and by God?s Grace, your Executive Board has 
literally taken our men?s ministry program from the 19th 
to the 21st Century. We must keep reminding ourselves 
we are on God?s timetable, not ours.

Two years ago during the Strategic Planning 
Conference, we recognized we needed a Fund 
Development Committee to help us form a Legacy 
Society. Our dear friends at the St. Francis Foundation 
have been our coaches through this process.

We are now creating a legacy for the future. This is a 
simple ask: please consider the men?s ministry through 
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew in your will, life 
insurance, and/or your IRA.

Studies have shown that only 22% of Americans over 
the age 30 have been asked to make a planned gift. The 

Stelter Company?s research also 
pointed out that most organizations 
do not even have a planned gift 
program. Currently, we are seeing the 
beginnings of the biggest transfer of 
wealth in human history. We must act 
now.

The legacy effort is designed to 
provide financial assistance to 
Chapters wishing to start or expand 
their ministries to Discipleship and 
Mentoring, Prison Ministries, Youth 
and Scouting, Veterans Ministries, 
Racial Reconciliation, Recovery, or 
Social Justice such as Human 
Trafficking. We have constructed the 
pledge forms so you can designate 
your gifts toward one or more of our 

seven ministries.

The Finance Committee will be charged with annual 
reporting and monitoring. Funds will be managed by the 
same institution that is handling our current foundation. 
These funds will be designated to support the ministries 
of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

It is our hope and plan that, as soon as the ministry 
development funds reach a sustainable level, we will 
begin to issue grants to local Chapters to start or expand 
a specific ministry project.

In the event you are considering such a gift, we 
encourage you to contact your own financial adviser.

We at the National Brotherhood of St. Andrew Office 
are here to assist with general questions about 
participating. Please contact us anytime using the 
contact information in on the back cover of this issue of 
The Cross.
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There?s not a single church that doesn?t 
spend a fair amount of time and money 
trying to reach a younger audience. There 
are dozens of reasons why younger adults 
don?t attend church in the numbers of years 
gone by. Yet, I wonder if too many church 
circles don?t actively engage in building 
meaningful relationships among the church 
across generational lines.

Over the last three months as our 
Brotherhood ministry pledge renewal cards 
come in, I continue to pray over each card, 
then stack them on my desk by decade of 
birth. It gives me a tangible reminder of 
who we are, who we want to reach (both 
young and older) and where we are going. It?s 
probably the best motivator I have personally 
in fulfilling the Great Commission. As you 
might imagine, the two thickest stacks are of those born 
in the 40?s and 50?s. Now, not all of our ministry pledges 
are offered individually. Many come through via an 
entire chapter contribution or electronically. Those done 
electronically typically come from younger brothers. 

Right now, we are in a series of months that will 
involve Legacy efforts. Part of that includes sharing 
stories. We have a unique opportunity in our ministry to 
link the generations through our tenants of prayer, 
study and service. Often I describe groups of men to 
whom I speak as ?oaks of righteousness and truth.? Truly 
they are. They have a rich and varied life legacy of real 
experiences they can share across generational lines. 
Brothers Andrew is one of those places where men from 
all walks of life, opinion, politics, persuasion, etc. have a 
common bond of love.

To all of us? why not reach out to elderly brothers 
who don?t get about town as much as they once did? I 
bet some still play a mean game of pool. I?ll bet many of 

our younger brothers haven?t played a game of pool 
since college. The few times I have, when it is with an 
older guy, he always wins. Never overlook golf or 
bowling. Take them out for something fun. A baseball or 
basketball game at a nearby college would be great. 

What happens more often than not is that a legacy 
of stories are shared. Friendships begin. Learning about 
the other?s family abounds. Before you know it, the time 
you share at Brotherhood meetings becomes more 
priceless?  and you both grow in ways you can?t imagine.

So, what does the word ?legacy? mean to you? Yes. 
Part of it is leaving financial gifts on which to build for 
generations of ministries? new oak trees, if you will. The 
greater legacy, I believe, rests in the cross generational 
lines that build a larger-than-life grove abounding with 
?oaks of righteousness and truth.? 

Imagine the possibilities. And go make disciples of all 
ages, won?t you?

Tom Welch, Execut ive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

D ir ect ly Sp eak ing
?GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES? ? OF ALL AGES!

Life Member since his days as rector of St. James Episcopal Church in Baltimore, the Presiding 
Bishop of The Episcopal Church, Michael B. Curry, stopped by to chat with Brotherhood Executive 

Director, Tom Welch, during the recent FORMA Rooted in Jesus conference in Atlanta.
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7 MISSIONS: 7,000 OR MORE WAYS TO SERVE
WHAT CAN YOU AND YOUR BROTHERS DO TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Prayer?  direct service?  education and advocacy. 

The world is filled with countless opportunities 
to engage in our Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
seven areas of mission focus. Over the next 
few issues of The Cross, we?ll be unpacking 
information and ideas about how Brothers 
can engage in these missions.

While some larger Chapters manage 
to do some work around all seven, most 
small to average size Chapters find it 
more realistic and effective to pick one 
or two areas and focus on larger 
efforts they can accomplish the most 
thoroughly.

- What will your Chapter do next? 
The time to talk it over is now. Ask 
yourself:

- Where is there already some 
natural interest in your Chapter, 
parish, or community?

- Who may be some logical partners 
you could collaborate with as you 
embark on a project or projects? 
Who in your community is already at 
work on one of these mission 
focuses?

- Could you partner with one or more other 
churches or faith communities?

- What is realistic for your Chapter right now, 
given both the gifts and limitations of your 
members? For example, if your Chapter is 
composed of a number of members with mobility 
issues holding a 5K running event or walkathon may 
not be your best choice. Yet, you could be equipped to 
do enormously powerful work in the areas of education 
and advocacy. And, virtually everyone can pray and 
organize prayer, study and worship!

So, start with some serious thought and discussion 
around your Chapter and what you might do to make a real impact locally and 
globally. The time is now! The opportunities and challenges are many. (P.S.? Be sure to share 
with your fellow Brothers what you tried and what happened! Email editor@brothersandrew.net.)

READY? SET... GO!

PRISON MINISTRIES 
Prison Ministries 
offers 
opportunities for 
us, as Brothers, 
to share God?s 
love inside 
prison walls, 
halfway 
houses, and 
the judicial 
system, 
ministering 
with those who are incarcerated, 
loved ones who are impacted by 
their incarceration, and 
communities who seek healing and 
reconciliation. This work includes 
community summer camps for the 
children of persons who are 

incarcerated, to Kairos 
renewal events.

DISCIPLESHIP AND MENTORING
Discipleship and Mentoring is 

about extending holy hospitality, 
building relationships of growth and 

support, and identifying and 
presenting opportunities to bring 

Christ to a hurting world.

RACIAL RECONCILIATION
Racial Reconciliation challenges our Brothers 

from diverse backgrounds, 
representing our rich history 
as the Brotherhood, to build 

and nourish relationships 
among persons of all color 
and culture, to build a solid 

future going forward together.

SOCIAL JUSTICE: HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING

Under the umbrella of Social Justice, 
our Brotherhood maintains a special focus 
on the over nine-billion dollar Human Trafficking 

industry in the United States? a form of 
modern-day 

slavery.

RECOVERY
Recovery is found through a 
relationship with a Higher 
Power? for us, Jesus Christ? and 
the support of others. We offer 
particular assistance and 
intervention with the primary 
addictions of alcohol, drugs such as 
Opioids, and pornography. Many of 
us support A.A. and N.A. in our 
parishes and are now supporting a 
faith-based approach for Opioid 
recovery. We receive many 
requests to facilitate 12-step 
meetings at regional and national 
conferences in and out of the 
church.

VETERANS MINISTRIES
Alongside the Military 

Chaplain Association, we 
are planting 

Veteran-Friendly 
Congregations church 

wide. These congregations 
provide a safe haven for 

veterans in our midst, 
addressing suicide 

prevention, post-traumatic 
stress, spousal abuse, 

divorce, chemical 
dependency, and 

alcoholism. This focus also 
includes supporting 

veterans with disabilities.

YOUTH AND SCOUTING
Brotherhood work with Youth and 
Scouting is dedicated to providing a 
secure place for youth and adults, 
regardless of their gender, to discover 
and develop spiritual roots. Over 
40,000 young people are currently 
found in Episcopal-sponsored 
scouting units, with over 1,500 
volunteers. That is a frequent focus of 
this mission.
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I've been an adult Scout leader since 1993 when my son was in the first grade. Over 
the years, I've had a lot of different roles in Scouting: Cubmaster, Troop Committee Chair, 
District Committee member, Council Committee member and many more. Currently, I'm 
the Eagle Advisor for two troops and one of the Episcopal representatives on the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA) National Religious Relationships Committee. I'm also honored to 
serve as the Scouting Vice President for the Brotherhood. Why am I still involved in 
Scouting when my Scout is now 32-years-old and on his own? I can sum it up in a short 
sentence:

Scouting helps prepare youth to make the ethical and moral choices necessary to be 
men and women of character and to develop into Godly adults.

By that I mean that the skills and values that Scouting helps to instill are the ones I like 
to see in the men and women I associate with in our midst. Seeing those skills and values 
develop in the youth I work with in Scouting is the main thing that keeps me coming back. 
Let me illustrate this by a short example.

As I mentioned earlier, I?ve served as the Committee Chair of a Boy Scout Troop. One 
of the roles of a Troop Committee is to conduct what is called a Board of Review as the last 
step in the process each Scout goes through when they are ready to advance a rank. It?s 
really fun to see a Scout at his or her Board of Review for the Star rank look you straight in 
the eye and confidently answer your questions. You remember that just two short years 
ago that same Scout, in the fourth grade and just up from Cub Scouts, would be looking at 
his or her shoes and speaking so quietly you could hardly hear what they're saying.

HOW DOES SCOUTING HELP YOUTH MAKE THIS TRANSITION? I CAN THINK OF SEVERAL WAYS:
1.Scouting provides age-appropriate challenges. As you know, in Cub Scouts, rank 

requirements are tailored to the abilities of each age. In Scouts-BSA there are so many 
opportunities available that the Scout can?t help but be challenged. By facing a challenge 
and succeeding, youth grow.

2.Scouting allows youth to interact with adults in new ways. In many cases, Scouting is 
the first time a youth has a relationship with an adult who isn?t a family member or a 
teacher. Part of the change from the Scout looking at his or her feet to the confident 
Scout directly addressing a Board of Review is a result of adult interactions where the 
Scout learns that the adult leaders are there to support them as they face the challenges 
that Scouting provides.

3.Scouting instills values that help youth grow into men and women of character. The 
Scout Oath and the Scout Law concisely describe a value system that leads youth to 
character. In particular, Scouts promise to do their Duty to God in the Scout Oath and to 
be Reverent in the 12th point of the Scout Law. Also, the Religious Awards program in 
Scouting helps youth learn more about their relationship with God through 
age-appropriate challenges for Scouts from first grade through high school. For example, 
the recently-approved Episcopal Religious Awards help Scouts learn about an Episcopal 
understanding of the sacraments and how the sacraments bring them closer to God.

4.Scouting lets youth fail safely. Some of my best lessons came from failing at something I 
wanted to do. In Scouts BSA and Venturing, the youth are responsible for planning and 
executing their own programs.By offering Scouts the opportunity to plan and execute 
their own programs, even when things don?t work out, Scouts learn how to do things 
better the next time and develop the confidence that this knowledge brings.

As long as Scouting continues to do what it has done for more than one hundred years, 
I'll continue to be involved. 

SCOUTING: A WAY TO HELP PREPARE YOUTH TO BE GODLY ADULTS
By Ed Milbrada, West Chester, Ohio 
Vice-President for Youth and Scouting, Brotherhood of St. Andrew, scouting@brothersandrew.net/  milbrada@fuse.net

YOU TH  A N D  
SCOU TIN G

The Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew works with Youth 
and Scouting to provide a 
secure place for youth and 
adults, regardless of their 
gender, to discover and 
develop spiritual roots. 

Over 40,000 young people 
are currently found in 
Episcopal-sponsored 

scouting units, with over 
1,500 volunteers. That is a 

frequent focus of this 
mission.
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WHAT CAN YOUR PARISH OR 
DIOCESAN CHAPTER DO TO 

BE A PART OF THIS MISSION?
1. Discover what?s happening now with Youth and 

Scouting in your own area.
2. Talk with those who are already involved with 

Youth and Scouting. Ask what?s going well, 
what?s not going as well, and what you might do 
to help.

3. Communicate? let your clergy know of your 
Chapter?s desire to engage in a more significant, 
supportive way with Youth and Scouting. Ask for 
clergy support and ideas. If your parish doesn?t 
currently have a Scouting unit, encourage and 
help one get off the ground.

4. Recognize Youth and Scouts with appreciation 
events, certificates, or other forms of 
recognition such as scholarships or 
sponsorships.

5. INVITE and LISTEN to the voices of Youth and 
Scouting on a regular basis.

6. Consider a program of foster grandparenting?  
matching up Youth and Scouts who don?t have 
grandparents one-on-one with 
your Chapter members, to 
establish deeper 
relationships and 
strengthen 
mentoring.

7. Hold a reception 
honoring Youth and 
your parish?s Scouting 
participants for their 
school graduations or 
to celebrate their 
advancement in a 
Scouting unit.

8. Create a 
Chapter-sponsored 
bulletin board in your 
parish recognizing 
Youth and Scouting 
achievements.

9. Ask your clergy for a 
couple of minutes 
during Sunday 
morning 
announcement time 
for your Chapter to 
recognize Youth and 
Scouting 
achievements.

10.  Furnish articles for your parish newsletter 
highlighting Youth and Scouting recognition.

YOU TH  AN D  SCOU TIN G: O U R 
CH U RCH  W IDE B ROTH ERH OOD  
IN IT IAT IV ES

SOME HISTORY
The Boy Scouts of America is a well-known youth service 

organization that has engaged young men, and now young women, 
throughout the country for over 100 years. Members of the Boy 
Scouts range from kindergartners (Tiger Cubs) to college age 
(Venturers). Episcopal and Anglican congregations are a significant 
supporter of Boy Scout units, serving more than 37,000 youth in 
over 1,100 units in 2018 alone. 

There has been an Episcopal presence at national Scouting 
activities for as long as Scouting has been in the United States. A 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew and the Boy Scouts, signed in 2016, is designed to formally 
recognize Episcopal and Anglican support of Boy Scouting, to 
encourage increased Brotherhood participation in Scouting, and to 
create more Scout units chartered to Episcopal and Anglican 
congregations.

MISSION
Create and support Boy Scouts of America units chartered to 
Episcopal and Anglican congregations, furthering the religious 
development of their members, helping raise young men and 
women of character, thus following the mission of the Brotherhood, 
bringing men and youth to Christ.

VISION
Establish the Brotherhood Scouting Committee as the ?go to? 

place to support Episcopal Scouting.

CALL TO ACTION 
We seek to Reach out to clergy, bishops, and Brotherhood 

Chapters to gain support for Episcopal and Anglican Scouting by 
encouraging the chartering of new Scouting units and providing 
more support to existing units.

OUR CHURCHWIDE GOALS
1. Identify barriers to securing a formal statement from 

denominational leadership that supports Scouting and 
develop plans to overcome those barriers.

2. Increase the number of Episcopal Scouts who receive one of the 
God and Country religious awards.

a.Upload e-copies of Episcopal God and Country manuals to the 
Scouting section of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew web page.

b.Publicize availability of the resource on the Episcopal Scouting 
Facebook page and other Scouting venues

c.Track number of Episcopal religious awards that are earned.
3.Publicize Episcopal/Anglican Scouting "success stories".
4.Develop a formal succession plan to continue to develop and 

broaden our church wide work with Youth and Scouting.



7THE CROSS  FEBRUARY 2020 #brstandrew 

CALENDAR & EVENTS

FEBRUARY

Black History Month

17 President 's Day

19-22 Nat ional Conference of Endowed 
Episcopal Parishes, Louisvil le

21 Faith Al ive Created (1970)

24 Execut ive Board Member Report  
Due

25 Execut ive Board Cal l 
7-8 p.m. EST

26 Ash Wednesday 

MARCH

  1 World Day of Prayer

10-11 Denominat ional Men's Minist ry 
Leaders Conference

29 Vietnam War Veterans Day

30 Execut ive Board Member Report  
Due

31 Execut ive Board Cal l 
1-2 p.m. EST

APRIL

Alcohol Awareness Month

  2 Reconcil iat ion Day 

  5 Palm Sunday

  6 Army-Navy Brotherhood of 
St . Andrew Lay Men's Program 
Launched (1917)

  9 Maundy Thursday 

10 Good Friday

12 Easter

25 Nat ional Day of Service

27 Execut ive Board Member Report  
Due

28 Execut ive Board Cal l 
7-8 p.m. EST

FREQUENCY: The Cross is published 12 
times a year, 12 digital issues (one per 
month), and six print issues (every 
other month in February, April, June, 
August, October, and December).

Each ad runs in one combined edition 
(print & digital) and one digital only.

RATES AND OPTIONS

- Full-page ad: $400
- Half-page ad: $200 
- Quarter-page ad: $100
- Business Card size ad: $50

Due Date: The 15th of the month prior 
to publication month.

SUBMIT YOUR ADS OR QUESTIONS TO:
- editor@brothersandrew.net 
- Phone 502-345-6406
- 620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203 

Louisville KY 40202 

ADVERTISE IN THE CROSS! 

1. We welcome and love your submission of news and photos to The Cross no later than 
the first of each month! The address is editor@brothersandrew.net. Due to space 
concerns, we may need to hold over your submission to another month and/or edit it 
down. As The Cross grows in circulation, we increasingly have a larger amount of 
submissions vying for limited space. 
(This is both blessing and burden!)

2. Please provide full identification as 
separate text with all of your 
submitted photos. Sometimes, for 
reasons having to do space or the 
need to broaden news appeal, we 
will substitute stock photos or art 
for photos that have been 
submitted. We?re sorry for this but 
are always working to reach a very 
broad and diverse audience with 
the best possible images to 
enhance our overall impact.

3. If you are forwarding an item from a parish newsletter, please remember we cannot 
print photos embedded in a forwarded article. Photos need to be email attached 
one-by-one, with a separate note containing your complete photo ID?s. If you are 
forwarding and describing a parish event, please describe the role the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew had in this event.

4. Photos should be high quality and high resolution, 250 - 300 dpi is best. 

5. Please put ?Submission for The Cross? in your e-mail subject line.

6. If you have additional questions or concerns, feel free to contact us via phone or text 
(text preferred) at 502-345-6406.

THANKS so much for all you do to help make The Cross better and of greater 
service to the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and the whole Church!

More Stories about Youth and Scouting 
ministry will be included in our March 2020 
digital issue at brothersandrew.net. Do you 
have a Youth or Scouting story you would 
like to share from your Chapter or your 
personal experience? Send it along to 
editor@brothersandrew.net by March 1.

SUBMITTING NEWS AND PHOTOS TO THE CROSS 

WANTED!

Go to brothersandrew.net  for more informat ion.
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STAY IN THE CONVERSATION 
Stay connected with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

THE CROSS isthe official publication of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Inc. and is printed bimonthly. A digital publication is distributed 
monthly. Copyright ©2020 by The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Inc, Louisville, Kentucky

Phone: 502-450-5640 or 
724-266-5810

Email: info@brothersandrew.net

#brstandrew
Website: brothersandrew.net

Address: 
620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203 
Louisville KY  40202

Facebook: Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew USA 
(@brothersandrew.net)

Twitter: @brstandrew

Instagram: @brotherhood1883

Submit news for The Cross by the 
first of each month to 
editor@brothersandrew.net. 

Check out additional Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew program resources 
at TheCross.online 

mailto:info@brothersandrew.net
http://brothersandrew.net
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