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T h e Pr esid ent 's C or ner   

TELL YOUR STORY 
Is the Brotherhood of St  Andrew a ?one size f its al l? 

minist ry to men?  Do we ask men to join our Chapters, or at 
first invite them to our meetings, and then say ?if you do this 
or do that? you can join and please pay a pledge to our 
ministry, as well?  This is just something to think about.  Men 
are not typically ?joiners? and that is a concern we share in 
the Church today.  It has 
always been a challenge 
to disciple men and, 
unless we reach out to 
men in an untypical way, 
this will continue to be a 
missed opportunity. 

Matthew?s Gospel 
clearly states in chapter 
28, verse 19, what Jesus 
has commanded us to 
do, ?Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the 
nations? and in verse 20, 
?Teaching them to 
observe all that I have 
commanded you.?  Our 
Rule of Life as Brothers 
Andrew is to adhere to 
the disciplines of Prayer, 
Study and Service.  We must pray daily (continually), study 
the Holy Scriptures daily (both individually and in small 
groups when meetings are set), and for service, to lead all 
men into a saving relationship with our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  Not easy as believers but, ?All things are 
possible through Jesus Christ who strengthens me (us).? 
Philippians 4:13. 

So, why tell your story?  We are called to reach out to 
men? those who need someone to listen to, someone to 
pray with and for them, and someone to mentor them.  Yes, 
we can do this!  I read recently that, ?God never gives us 
more than God can handle through us.?  I have listened to 
men giving witness talks for many years and their 
testimonies resonate with me and inspire me to want to 
share my faith. The best method to use is to tell men or 
women what transformed your heart to seek a deeper 
relationship with Jesus. It may have been a gradual process 
over a few or many years, or through some event more 
sudden and unexpected that you were drawn closer to our 

Lord.  Regardless, you are now a Brothers Andrew and a 
worker in His vineyard. 

Speaking from the heart works, and we are all familiar 
with this quote attributed to St. Francis, ?Preach the Gospel 
at all times and, if necessary, use words.?  Your words will 

make a difference.  I have led small 
groups in the Brotherhood in a Chapter 
setting and have been a small group 
facilitator, as well, for years. It is 
rewarding when you see the progress a 
spiritual brother or sister is making in their 
journey and knowing that they have the 
support of their fellow small group folks 
that keeps them on ?track?. 

Holding a Brother Andrew accountable 
as a member of your Chapter will 
mutually benefit each of you, as one 
spurs the other on.  As is sometimes 
quoted when it comes to men?s ministry, 
?Iron sharpens iron, but one man 
sharpens another.? Yes, we rely and trust 
our Lord to provide but the Lord places 
men who are mature in their faith to 
guide us on our journey. The best 
example we can set is to simply live as an 
example to our fellow members. The 

disciplines were designed with us in mind. Prayer, Study, 
Service? one cannot work without the other. 

The more you hold fast to the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew disciplines, the more you can grow in your ministry 
with other men. We recite the disciplines together when we 
open our Chapter meetings.  If we are reluctant to tell our 
story to other men, then we need to mature in our 
relationship with God. And, through prayer and study, we 
will be better prepared to speak as Jesus has called us to in 
Matthew 28. Philippians 4:6-7 tells us, ?Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.? Believing this passage, and engaging faithfully 
in the Brotherhood disciples, is all we need to effectively 
share our story as individual Brothers and as a Chapter. ?Be 
strong and courageous.?  Joshua 1:9.  

Guest Columnist Bob Dennis 
Past President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew

?Preach the 
Gospel at 
all times 
and, if 

necessary, 
use words.?
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Beloved, we are living 
during a time with health 
concerns, financial market 
fodder, and constant clatter in 
the press over all of it. I?ve 
been reading, as many of you 
have, amidst all of this. 
In-depth review leads to facts 
over myths, the truth about 
mortality tables over the virus, 
etc. I?m certainly not going 
enter the debate.

What I will do is remind 
you, dear reader, these words 
from Psalm 34. The entire 
Psalm is only 22 verses. Take 
a look at its eternal promises. 
Go ahead. Do it now, then 
come back. I?ll still be here to 
finish.

Go! It?s almost in the 
center of the Bible. You can 
find it. I promise.

About 25 or so years ago I was in quite an internal 
struggle over many things in my life. I enjoyed my 
work, had great colleagues and my clients were 
simply wonderful. Yet, I knew there was something 
more I should be up to. I was paralyzed with so much 
fear of the ?if, might and maybe? I nearly quarantined 
myself from the world until I could figure it all out. At 
the same time I?d been carrying a tune around in my 
head, one I had created from within. This scenario 
went on for weeks.

Then one evening while, of all things, I was ironing 
some shirts, I stopped for a minute to go read Evening 
Prayer and related scriptures from my Book of 
Common Prayer. The Psalm for that night was this one. 
It instantly collided with my tune!! For the first and 
only time in my life I wrote a song. I was literally filled 
with what I call ?Holy Ghost bumps? (as opposed to 

goose bumps) as I hammered out the tune and lyrics 
on paper. I couldn?t stop singing the song I had written 
from this Psalm. I carried it around in my head for 
weeks. Before I knew it, all those worries I had in 
verses 14-17 had vanished.

Take heart. Amid the ?drab and dreary? news of the 
day God has been, is now, and will always be with us. 
I?m quite sure God is disheartened at times in the strife 
we place upon our self, that society imposes, and 
even the health calamities that have befallen the 
generations. Through it all Christ lives, abides in us, 
and will be there on the other side of whatever 
happens. Find comfort and resolve in this certainty. Go 
about our days using good common sense and pray 
for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

The Great Physician is all about taking the drab 
and dreary and using it for something more than we 
could possibly hope or imagine; even music.

Tom Welch, Execut ive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

D ir ect ly Sp eak ing
HEADLINEGuest Columnist Bob Dennis 

Past President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
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A MESSAGE FROM 
PRESIDING BISHOP MICHAEL CURRY 
ON CORONAVIRUS  

In this time when we are all affected by 
the coronavirus, whether directly or indirectly, 
whether physically, biologically, 
psychologically, spiritually, and for many 
economically, it may be helpful to remember 
that we're in this together. 

Jesus came among us in the first place, to 
show us the way to be right and reconcile with 
the God who is the creator of us all, and right 
and reconciled with each other as children of 
this one god who has created us all, and 
therefore as sisters, brothers, and siblings, one 
of another. 

Jesus came to show us how to be in a 
relationship with God and in relationship with 
each other, came to show us how to live not 
simply as collections of individual self- interest, 
but how to live as the human family of God. 
That's why he said love the Lord your God, 
love your neighbor as yourself. Because in that 
is hope for all of us to be the human family of 
God. ? 

I was in Cuba the last few days with 
Bishop Griselda and the good people of the 
diocese there as we received and welcomed 
them as a full part of The Episcopal Church. A 
while back when she spoke to the last 
diocesan synod before they became part of 
The Episcopal Church, she said, and I quote, 
?The reason we must become part of The 
Episcopal Church is so that we can be part of a 
big family.? She spoke by prophecy. We are all 
part of a big family. Bigger than our biological 
families, bigger than our immediate families, 
bigger than our congregations, bigger than our 
dioceses, bigger than our cities, our states, our 
nation. ? 

We are part of the human family of God. 
Jesus came to show us that his way of love is 
the way of life. It?s God?s human family. ? 

We are in a time when remembering that 
may be important for all of us. ? 

We are in this together. 

?What affects some directly affects all 
indirectly. 

?We are part of a family. The human family 
of God. 

Just over the weekend the head of the 
World Health Organization, said this, and I 
quote, ?We have seen this coming for years. 
Now is the time to act. This is not a drill. This 

epidemic can be pushed back, but only with 
collective, coordinated, and comprehensive 
approach by us all.? 

It takes us all. We are family. ? 

And then one of the spokespersons for the 
European Union, speaking to the member 
states said this, and I paraphrase: We must 
share our resources and our information. It is 
not the possession of any one nation. 

? In each of those calls, and in the calls of 
many of our leaders, we have heard again and 
again, that we are in this together, we can walk 
through this together, and we will find our way 
in our life together. 

So look out for your neighbors, look out for 
each other. Look out for yourselves. Listen to 
those who have knowledge that can help to 
guide us medically and help to guide us 
socially. Do everything that we can to do this 
together, to respond to each other's needs and 
to respond to our own needs. 

Walk together children, don't get weary, 
because there?s a great camp meeting in the 
promised land. 

Allow me to close with this prayer found 
on the?website of Episcopal Relief & 
Development, where there are resources and 
where information can be found. 

God of the present moment, 
God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart; 
bring hope and courage to all 
who wait or work in uncertainty. 

Bring hope that you will make them the equal 
of whatever lies ahead. ? 

Bring them courage to endure what cannot 
be avoided, 

for your will is health and wholeness; 
you are God, and we need you. 

This we pray in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
? 

God love you. God bless you. May God hold 
us all in those almighty hands of love. 

THE 
CORONAVIRUS 
CONUNDRUM:  
WHAT CAN 
YOU AND 
YOUR 
BROTHERS 
DO?  

RESOURCES AND 
INFORMATION 

- The Episcopal Church 
Website: Concerning 
COVID-19.  Includes video of 
Bishop Curry's statement and 
many resources, including 
links to each diocese's 
response to the crisis.

- ERD: FAITH-BASED 
RESPONSE TO EPIDEMICS

- The CDC: Coronaviris Disease 
2019 (COVID-19)

The photo on our cover and here is a  
scanning electron microscope image that 
shows the new coronavirus (yellow) among 
human cells (blue, pink and purple). (Color 

has been added to the image to better show 
the virus and its environment.) (Image credit: 

NIAID-RML)

https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=f3f874ae1f&e=7ef4773d13
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=f3f874ae1f&e=7ef4773d13
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=f3f874ae1f&e=7ef4773d13
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=f3f874ae1f&e=7ef4773d13
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=f3f874ae1f&e=7ef4773d13
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=f3f874ae1f&e=7ef4773d13
https://episcopalchurch.org/concerning-covid19
https://episcopalchurch.org/concerning-covid19
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program/faith-based-response-to-epidemics/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program/faith-based-response-to-epidemics/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program/faith-based-response-to-epidemics/
https://www.episcopalrelief.org/what-we-do/us-disaster-program/faith-based-response-to-epidemics/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


5THE CROSS  MARCH 2020 #brstandrew 

- Get  educated about  ways to stay connected without  gathering 
together in person during the outbreak. 

- Zoom conferencing (free and easy) allows your Brotherhood 
meetings or even a Bible study session to continue from the comfort 
and safety of each of your own homes.

If you?re accustomed to meeting over breakfast, you can still do it 
with each Brother preparing and enjoying egg concoctions from 
their own kitchen! 

Boldly read up and learn about electronic meeting options and lead 
on those options in your own congregation, too. If you still need help 
with the technology, this is a great time connect with, invite, and 
enlist a young person in your congregation for this ministry.

- See

-  Improve Your Church Volunteer Minist ry With Zoom 
A good resource that includes a video on how to use Zoom. The 
site is the Church Training Academy and its focus is on using 
technology and social media for today's church and includes 
many other resources.

- Video Conference Opt ions for Churches in the Diocese of 
Olympia  Zoom is great and we use it a lot, but it 's not the only 
option. The Diocese of Olympia has  an overview of others plus 
some other considerations such as internet connection speeds 
and bandwidth, what you need and how to test yours.

- Cont inue to be part  of a virtual worship community, either by 
encouraging your own parish to meet  using technology and/ or 
embracing an onl ine worship community l ike Episcopal 
dailyoff ice.org

- Develop an act ive prayer chain minist ry for those who are impacted 
by coronavirus and their loved ones.Think about using some 
time-tested pastoral care tools for staying in touch? a telephone ?tree,? 
care cards or notes sent via ?snail mail,? or small gifts/ flowers/ food  
delivered by Amazon or a local florist (which likely will continue to 
keep on delivering even in the toughest of times).

- Work w ith your clergy to establ ish your Brotherhood Chapter as a 
corona virus informat ion center in your parish, maybe with your own 
hot l ine or email? a resource for informat ion on the outbreak and a 
clearinghouse for parishioners who may need some sort  of direct  
assistance. All you need to do is get (and stay) educated and 
connected, referring people when needed to local community sources 
that can help them.

IN THE MIDST 
OF THE 
CORONAVIRUS 
OUTBREAK, 
WHAT CAN 
YOU AND 
YOUR 
CHAPTER DO 
TO BE 
EFFECTIVELY 
PRESENT?

https://www.churchtrainingacademy.com/improve-church-volunteer-ministry-zoom-meetings/
https://www.churchtrainingacademy.com/improve-church-volunteer-ministry-zoom-meetings/
https://www.churchtrainingacademy.com/improve-church-volunteer-ministry-zoom-meetings/
https://www.churchtrainingacademy.com/improve-church-volunteer-ministry-zoom-meetings/
https://www.churchtrainingacademy.com/improve-church-volunteer-ministry-zoom-meetings/
https://www.churchtrainingacademy.com/improve-church-volunteer-ministry-zoom-meetings/
https://www.churchtrainingacademy.com/improve-church-volunteer-ministry-zoom-meetings/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
https://ecww.org/video-conference-options-for-churches-in-the-diocese-of-olympia/
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 My Brothers,

 We are in uncharted waters. Never in my 65 years 
as an Episcopalian can I remember church services 
being cancelled due to a virus breakout, but here we 
are. In the Diocese of Virginia, our Bishop has 
requested that all in-person worship services be 
cancelled until at least March 25. Similarly, that could 
mean your own churches and local Chapters are 
evaluating what to do about regular meetings during 
this time of uncertainty.  

For many people, we are at the crossroads of Fear 
versus Precaution. There are circumstances in which 
fear is a right and natural response. Fear can motivate 
us to take careful precautions to slow the spread of 
illness, to protect those we love, and to safeguard our 
own health. Fear can mobilize action. Yet in the midst 
of our fears and our actions, God's clear message to 
us is, "Do not be afraid." Do not be overwhelmed by 
fear. Do not be consumed by fear. Do not allow fear to 
make your world so small that there is little room for 
anyone else. We are in this together, the entire world 
community. It's not about each individual "me," it is 
about us. 

Do not be afraid. God is good. God is leading us 
and guiding us even now. God is teaching us how to 
be Church in ways that might not be comfortable, but 
in ways that will be faithful. And while the decisions of 
your Chapters to meet or not meet  "in person" is 
entirely up to your Chapter  leadership, I encourage 
precaution. And if you decide not to meet 

face-to-face, PLEASE explore other creative ways to 
meet virtually: video chats, Zoom meetings, 
conference calls, emails, text messages, etc. In these 
uncertain, and? yes? fearful times remember the 
power of our love for each other and the power of 
prayer from the over 5,000 Brothers you have right 
here in the USA. You are not alone

 God is with us, God is all over this, and God will 
bring us through this. Live Without Fear.

 "O God, the source of all health: So fill my heart 
with faith in your love, that with calm expectancy I 
may make room for your power to possess me, and 
gracefully accept your healing; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen."

God's blessings and Grace to you all.

A BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW PROVINCE LEADER RESPONDS 
By Conrad Jones, Brotherhood of St. Andrew Province III President

 

W H Y I  JOIN ED TH E B ROTH ERH OOD OF ST. A N DREW

  I have been a Christian for my entire life.  My parents 
fostered an upbringing of faithfulness throughout my 
childhood.  Involvement in a church family was essential to 
maturing my relationship with Jesus Christ.  The church 
family that I grew up with became an extended family as I 
grew older and have remained in my life to date.  When I 
was blessed to have a family of my own, my wife and I both 
wanted to find a church where we could raise our children 
and seek out opportunities to serve both God and our 
community.  We found this home in Fredericksburg, Virginia 
at Trinity Episcopal Church.   

  In an effort to increase our involvement in the church 
life, my wife and I sought out opportunities to invest 
ourselves and provide a good example for our children.  I 
had seen information on the Brotherhood of St. Andrew in 
various church newsletters.  The information I found led me 
to research the organization for myself.  Once I had done 
my own research, I felt that the Brotherhood would be the 

best way for me to further develop my faith.  The tenets of 
scripture, service and prayer compose a three-legged stool 
that I believe foster a natural expansion of my faith.   

  The community involvement of our local chapter is 
essential both to serve our neighbors as well as spread the 
Good News of Christ?s presence in so many different 
places.  The discipline of daily prayer and study of scripture 
is crucial in evolving my own faith.  Our Brotherhood 
Chapter is composed of men from all different walks of life 
and I believe that this dynamic group forces members to 
leave their comfort zone to meaningfully contribute to the 
study of God?s word.  I believe that we can find Christ in 
everything we experience in this life.   

  What better place to encounter Christ than in a room 
of faithful followers seeking to better their Christian 
knowledge and community involvement?  I have found that 
in the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.      

By David Cedarleaf,  Trinity Episcopal Church Chapter, Fredericksburg, Virginia 



7THE CROSS  MARCH 2020 #brstandrew 

I had seen it 
coming years ago, 
the inevitable. 
Stepping through 
the church door, I 
was momentarily 
stunned, almost 
moved to tears. 
The pews had 
been ripped out, 
the altar stripped, 
and there were 
men on 
scaffolding 
behind the altar 
busily working on 
dismantling the 
reredos.?  

This is my 
'home' church, St. Margaret's, in the Diocese 
of Portsmouth. I was visiting the UK to see my 
latest grandchild and a family walk had taken 
us past St. Margaret's. This familiar building 
had served my family with baptisms, 
weddings, and funerals for more than 60 
years.? 

Recovering from my initial shock, I took a 
photograph and retreated. Back on the 
sidewalk, I glanced at the church notice 
board, took another picture, and we continued 
on our way to a nearby public house. 

 When I said I had seen it coming, I wasn't 
exaggerating. I had made the plight of St. 
Margaret's the subject of an editorial I wrote 
almost six years ago in 2014.? 

 "I discovered that this church has no 
Internet presence at all, just its name and 
phone number listed on the Portsmouth 
diocese's website. It was in this rather 
rundown inner-city church that I got the 
feeling that the changes of the world at large 
hadn't simply passed them by unnoticed, but 
that the church and its congregation had 
decided to turn their collective backs on the 
modern world. They appeared to be unable, 
reluctant, or simply refusing to change.? 

 At the Sunday Holy Eucharist, we were left 
pretty much alone. Ignored, it seemed. After 
the service, the few congregants 
disappeared? presumably for tea or coffee in 
the parish hall. We never found out. I don't 
like to think it, but it felt like this is a 
congregation in terminal decline. I hope I am 
wrong and that we just picked a bad day to 
visit..."  

Of course, Church doesn't have to be like 
that, again quoting from the 2014 article.?  

"... in the remote Scottish village of Pool 
Ewe, Saint Maelrubha's Scottish Episcopal 

Church is a tiny converted byre. What a 
vibrant, welcoming church it turned out to be! 
They made us feel very welcome from the 
moment we put our heads around the door. 
After the service, they plied us with delicious 
home-made cakes and welcome cups of 
coffee. Checking their website, I see that part 
of their new parish hall includes a holiday 
cottage that they rent out. What an excellent 
idea to help them offset their costs." 

 Back to the present. Vacation over, and 
back home in Missouri, I was looking through 
my pictures when I came across the photos 
I'd taken at St. Margaret's. On closer 
inspection, a few things caught my eye. Yes, 
there were boarded-up windows in the top 
left of the picture, but there seemed to be a 
lot of stored goods present, and there were 
also lights strung across the nave. Intrigued, I 
checked my photo of the church notice board, 
which led me to a website and an afternoon 
spent learning the fate of St. Margaret's. 

 Yes, the church had been closed for a 
long time. There were structural problems 
with the fabric of the building and it had been 
deemed unsafe to use. However, new, 
younger people had come in, got involved, 
repairs were undertaken, and it has morphed 
into a community church. Its doors are open 
two days a week as a café and shop, and 
services are being held again.  

What can we learn from this? I am 
reminded of the dangers of ignoring change 
and getting stuck doing things the same old 
way. It also taught me the painful truth that 
sometimes we have to let things die for them 
to be reborn.? 

 I'll let you draw your own conclusions as 
to how this story might apply to your church 
or Brotherhood Chapter. Ultimately, it's up to 
you to decide what, if anything, you are going 
to do about it. 

ST. MARGARET'S NEW SOCIAL MEDIA AND WEBSITE

- www.stmagscc.uk
- www.facebook.com/ StMargretsCommunity

THE FALL AND RISE OF ST. MARGARET'S: A LESSON FOR OUR TIMES  
By Gary Al lman,  1st Vice-President for Communication and Public Relations, Brotherhood of St. Andrew 

Use This Art icle to 
Spur Discussion in 
Your Chapter and 
Church

Gather and ask your 
members to read this 
article and reflect 
silently and prayerfully 
for a brief period of time.

Have a group leader ask, 
?When you read this 
article, and thought 
about this Chapter and 
our church, what 
thoughts immediately 
came to mind?? 

Then ask, ?If you could 
look into a crystal ball, 
what do you believe this 
Chapter (or church) will 
look like five years from 
now?? and ?What is your 
fondest hope for this 
ministry, as we all look to 
the future together, and 
what do you believe it 
will it take for us to get 
there??

Assignment: have your 
leader ask each person 
present to write down 
just one thing they will 
personally commit to 
doing to advancing their 
Chapter or church. It 
could be something as 
simple as inviting a 
friend to an upcoming 
Chapter event or as 
complex as volunteering 
to lead an initiative 
around one of our 
Brotherhood seven areas 
of mission. It could be 
someone would ask a 
friend to help create a 
website or Facebook 
presence. Or, it could be 
someone who would be 
willing to host a 
Brotherhood special 
event for prospective 
members at his home. 
There is no shortage of 
ideas! And, with each 
person present offering 
just one thing they will 
personally commit to 
doing, you?ll be off to a 
great start.

St. Margaret's Before Closing

St. Margaret's after Its Rebirth

https://www.stmagscc.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/StMargretsCommunity/
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On February 21, twenty-six Episcopal men from around 
northeast Florida gathered at Camp Weed and the Cerveny 
Conference Center in Live Oak, FLorida for a 24-hour retreat. The 
theme of the retreat was Prayer, Study and Service. The retreat 
speaker was The Reverend Canon Fletcher Montgomery from 
Holy Trinity Parish in Gainesville, FL.

Father Fletcher challenged us to be deliberate in the 
upcoming 
Lenten season, 
to do something 
positive such as 
praying and/ or 
studying more 
often. Service 
was the one 
element all of 
the men felt was 
well done. 
Throughout the 
weekend, we 
shared our 
experiences in 
trying to live by 
the Brotherhood 
tenets? our 
successes, our 
failures,and our 
desire to 
improve.

On Saturday morning, Camp Director Thomas Frazer gave us 
an update on camp improvements, summer camp plans,and the 
upcoming capital campaign for camp renovation and additional 
camp facility improvements.

We celebrated Morning and Evening Prayers throughout the 
retreat. Our last session, which included a service of Holy 
Eucharist, was held in the beautiful Mandy?s Chapel overlooking 
White Lake.

This was the first men?s retreat sponsored by the Holy Trinity 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Chapter 79S, in several years. Some 
men had been to previous Brotherhood retreats but, for many, a 
men?s retreat was a new experience. The retreat was deemed a 
success, with requests to have another in the next year.

Imagine being a 
young person growing 
up in your church. 
You're maybe 
eight-years-old and 
mom and dad have 
been encouraging you 
to become an acolyte. 
You went through the 
training and, for the 
first several months, 
you proudly carried in 
the torches, following 
closely behind the more experienced, and maybe a little stronger 
crucifer, lifting the cross high during the processional hymn. Then 
that Sunday comes when you're asked to serve as crucifer and 
you're thinking... "How am I gonna lift that big heavy cross?!"

The Brothers at St. David's in Ashburn, VA decided that the 
"smaller folks" needed a cross to raise that they had no problem 
lifting. So, they made one....

Using a cross which was brought back from a parish mission 
trip to El Hogarin Honduras, they set upon the task of how to 
mount it to a staff. The beautiful wrought iron cross was crafted by 
the 9th grade boys at the El Hogar's Instituto Tecnico Santa Maria 
for rescued poor and disadvantaged Honduran children,where 
they learn various trades, including welding. But now the Brothers 
needed a way to mount it. 

Leave it up to Brother Chris Smith who, with his engineering 
skills and passion for carpentry, crafted 
and welded a cap for the staff to the 
bottom of the cross. He then beautifully 
designed the staff and stained the wood. 

The finishing touch was to add our 
Brotherhood pin to the staff so the young 
people who now proudly lift that cross will 
always be reminded that our Brotherhood 
Chapter was thinking of them! The new 
cross and staff, especially reserved for our 
younger acolytes, weighs less than six 
pounds. Brothers now enjoy sharing with 
new crucifers and acolytes the story and 
where the staff, including the cross from 
the mission, came from.

El Hogar started in 1979 with five 
hungry, scared, abandoned little boys on 
the streets of Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Five 
members of the local Episcopal Church 
wanted to address the deplorable 
situation of the countless children abandoned on the streets. They 
rented a home and went out to bring those five boys home. They 
fed them, cleaned them up, and showed them love and 
compassion. With that, E lHogarde Amor y Esperanza ? The Home 
of Love and Hope ? was born. Visit their site at www.elhogar.org.

Today, the Brothers love telling the new acolytes the story 
about the cross they carry and how it came to be made, and most 
importantly the international connection it has to children in 
Honduras. And when the see the symbol of our Brotherhood 
Chapter, almost in front of their eyes when they carry the cross, 
they have also heard the story of Andrew.

DIOCESE OF FLORIDA HOLDS MEN?S RETREAT

By Leo Duggar,  Diocesan Brotherhood Coordinator, Florida

LIFT H IGH THE CROSS IN ASHBURN VA
By Conrad Jones, Brotherhood of St. Andrew Province III President

 

http://www.elhogar.org/
http://www.elhogar.org/
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CALENDAR & EVENTS

MARCH

29 Vietnam War Veterans Day

30 Executive Board Member Report 
Due

31 Executive Board Call 
1-2 p.m. EST

APRIL

Alcohol Awareness Month

  2 Reconciliation Day 

  5 Palm Sunday

  6 Army-Navy Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew Lay Men's Program 
Launched (1917)

  9 Maundy Thursday 

10 Good Friday

12 Easter

27 Executive Board Member Report 
Due

28 Executive Board Call 
7-8 p.m. EST

MAY

1 Clergy Appreciation Day

7 National Day of Prayer

10 Mother's Day

16 Armed Forces Day

26 Executive Board Call 1-2 p.m. 
EST

30 Brotherhood Incorporated Act of 
Congress 1908

JUNE

10-16 National Men's Health Week

14 Flag Day

21 Father's Day

30 Executive Board Call 
7-8 p.m. EST

June 24-26, 2021 

-Harbor View Royal Sonesta 
-Balt imore, Maryland 

SAVE THE DATE 

Go to brothersandrew.net  for more 
informat ion.

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING OF THE 

BROTHERHOOD OF ST ANDREW

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS SOON!  
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 Your  purchases at 
Kroger and on 
Amazon can earn 
money for The 
Brotherhood's  
mission.s Join in 
today. Small 
amounts really do 
add up!

FREQUENCY: The Cross is published 12 times a 
year, 12 digital issues (one per month), and six 
print issues (every other month in February, 
April, June, August, October, and December).

Each ad runs in one combined edition (print & 
digital) and one digital only.

RATES AND OPTIONS

- Full-page ad: $400
- Half-page ad: $200 
- Quarter-page ad: $100
- Business Card size ad: $50

Due Date: The 15th of the month prior to 
publication month.

SUBMIT YOUR ADS OR QUESTIONS TO:
- editor@brothersandrew.net 
- Phone 502-345-6406
- 620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203 Louisville KY 

40202 

Ads are due on the 15th of the month 
prior to month of publication.

editor@brothersandrew.net 

Phone 502-450-5640 or 
724-266-5810 

620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203
Louisville KY 40202 

Other items also available. For a list and to order, download the order form at: 
the-cross.shopping/order-form or contact admin@brothersandrew.net.

LET YOUR ANDREW OUT!  
Wear the Brotherhood Seal Proudly 
Makes great gifts to welcome your new members! 

White Ball Cap Navy Blue 
V-Neck Wind 

Shirt

Sport Grey Crew 
Neck Sweatshirt

Size: Adjustable

Price: $20 + 

shipping.

Sizes: XS - XL

Price: $42 + shipping.

Sizes: XS - XL

Price: $22 + shipping.

Sizes: 2X - 6X
Price: $44 + shipping.

Sizes: 2X - 6X

Price: $24 + shipping.

STILL AVAILABLENEW FOR 2020!

PERSONALIZED APRON

 $20 + SHIPPING

- Go to www.kroger.com/
account/ communityrewards/

- Log in to your account or create 
one if you don't have one.

-Cl ick on the Enroll button then 
search for Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
or the code YE249.

-Cl ick on the Enroll button  on the 
result to complete the process.

-Go to smile.amazon.com/ about.

-Read how the program works.

-Fol low the directions to enroll and 
choose The Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew as your charity.

The Cross - Article

ADVERTISE

 IN 
THE CROSS! 

EVERY L ITTLE B IT HELPS!

mailto:editor@brothersandrew.net
http://the-cross.shopping/order-form
mailto:admin@brothersandrew.net
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STAY IN THE CONVERSATION 
Stay connected with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

THE CROSS isthe official publication of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Inc. and is printed bimonthly. A digital 
publication is distributed monthly. Copyright ©2020 by The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Inc, Louisville, Kentucky

Phone: 502-450-5640 or 
724-266-5810

Email : info@brothersandrew.net

# brstandrew

Website: brothersandrew.net

Address: 
620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203 
Louisville KY  40202

Facebook: Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew USA 
(@brothersandrew.net)

Twit ter: @brstandrew

Instagram: @brotherhood1883

Submit  news for The Cross by the 
first of each month to 
editor@brothersandrew.net. 

Check out  addit ional Brotherhood 
of St. Andrew program resources 
at TheCross.online 

1. We welcome and love your submission of news and photos 
to The Cross no later than the first of each month! The 
address is editor@brothersandrew.net. Due to space 
concerns, we may need to hold over your submission to 
another month and/ or edit it down. As The Cross grows in 
circulation, we increasingly have a larger amount of 
submissions vying for limited space. (This is both blessing 
and burden!)

2. Please provide full identification as separate text with all of 
your submitted photos. Sometimes, for reasons having to do 
space or the need to broaden news appeal, we will 
substitute stock photos or art for photos that have been 
submitted. We?re sorry for this but are always working to 
reach a very broad and diverse audience with the best 
possible images to enhance our overall impact.

3. If you are forwarding an item from a parish newsletter, please 
remember we cannot print photos embedded in a forwarded 
article. Photos need to be email attached one-by-one, with a 
separate note containing your complete photo ID?s. If you are 
forwarding and describing a parish event, please describe the role the Brotherhood of St. Andrew had in this event.

4. Photos should be high quality and high resolution, 250 - 300 dpi is best. 

5. Please put ?Submission for The Cross? in your e-mail subject line.

6. If you have additional questions or concerns, feel free to contact us via phone or text (text preferred) at 502-345-6406.

THANKS so much for all you do to help make The Cross better
 and of greater service to the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and the whole Church!

SUBMITTING NEWS AND PHOTOS TO THE CROSS 

mailto:info@brothersandrew.net
http://brothersandrew.net
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