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T h e Pr esid ent 's C or ner   
A MESSAGE TO OUR BROTHERS ABOUT CARE FOR OTHERS IN 
THIS TIME OF ADVERSITY  

Brothers Andrew:  

We are in a most challenging period in our nation?s 
history. We are all facing this together. We must also realize 
in our men?s ministry community we are never alone.  

These are the times that test men?s souls. Arise to the 
occasion using prayer, compassion, and love for others. 
Demonstrate your caring attitude in your Chapter and your 
congregation.  Form a ?Phone Tree? that will not only touch 
every Brotherhood member but the rest of those in your 
church community, too. 

First, inform your clergy you are especially praying for 
them at this time. Then, let them know what you are doing 
to be present to others. It is time for us, as Brothers, to lead 
and set an example for others.

Second, as you call to check in with others in your 
Chapter and congregation, show your genuine interest in 
them and all they are experiencing: ?Hi, Brother, how are 
you??  ?Have you seen or experienced any random acts of 
kindness??  ?Can we help you in any way?  ?Do you want to 
pray together?? This one call could remove someone?s 
feelings of despair and build the hope of, ?Someone really 
cares about me!? A Phone Tree can change or even save 
lives.  

Third, the national Brotherhood of St. Andrew office has 
established a Prayer Line: 502-450-5809.  This is for you to 
notify us that a person has entered quarantine, is 

hospitalized, dies, or is admitted or released from the 
hospital. It is also there if you need to have someone call 
you to pray with you. One can also post a prayer request at 
Info@BrothersAndrew.net.

Fourth, we are asking every Brotherhood member to 
stop for a short individual prayer at 11:45 a.m. EDT on each 
Wednesday. At noon, an Executive Board representative will 
read the names from the prayer line for all of us; then invoke 
the Lord?s loving hand to comfort these beloved persons.

If you need help setting up a Phone Tree, call your 
Province President or the national Brotherhood offices at 
502-450-5640. 

These are especially difficult times for those who are 
fearful, addicted to alcohol or drugs, or dealing with 
situations of abuse of a spouse or child. Treat calls as a 
potential suicide prevention effort. Should you uncover 
such a situation during your conversation, report it to the 
clergy or pastoral care group.

Lastly, this could be a good time to update your 
Chapter roster with men who have moved or changed 
address, phone, or email. Contact Jess Shelton at 
724-266-5810 or Jess.Shelton@BrothersAndrew.net

We care deeply about each and every one, Be strong 
and courageous in your efforts to serve our Lord.   

Jeff Butcher, President
jeff.butcher@brothersandrew.net

Prayer Request s

502-450-5640 
Info@BrothersAndrew.net  

 Prayer Times During t he Heal t h Crisis

11:45 a.m. EDT Wednesdays 
 Brot herhood of  St . Andrew

Unit ed in Prayer
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Perhaps like you, I am wondering what Eastertide 
will feel like this year. Never in my wildest dreams did I 
ever imagine I couldn?t wear my seersucker suit, white 
bucks and bowtie to Easter Sunday services. 

So, what?s next? How will church look in all our 
days ahead? What of our own Chapter meetings? 
What of our tenants of prayer, study and service? 

Like you, I don?t know all the answers. Like you, I 
can look through the annals of history from the time 
before Christ all the way to this day and find evidence 
of those things constant. Yes, of things eternal. We 
sing. We pray. We grieve. We worship. We cry. We 
innovate. We work. Do you see the constant in those 
sentences? It?s the community of ?we.? 

For many of us, we are facing the quarantine 
literally alone. Gratefully, I live next door to the office 
here in Louisville, so the commute is about 60 paces 
front door to front door. From what I can tell, the office 
building hasn?t had more than three people in it in 
weeks. The national office itself is empty when I arrive 
and when I leave. Downtown parking lots are vacant. 
Were it not for my weekday morning virtual Morning 
Prayer group (dailyoffice.org) I?ve been with these last 
five years, there likely would be no ?face time? with a 
soul during the work week this month, Hopefully, not 
too much longer. 

Yet there are millions across the country who are 
high risk, many who are completely isolated. Clergy 
are wracked with the questions of how to live into their 
vocation given these circumstances. Join me in prayer 
for them, for all those who work in the health care 
industry and for those in the transportation business 
still getting goods to their destination. I have received 
word at the office we have already lost Brothers to this 
virus. We will lose more before it?s over. We. There?s 
that word again. We must live into new ways of 
community, not just to survive, but to thrive again. 
What next?

I believe ?virtual? church may become a constant; 
not in place of being in church but in addition to 

and/ or an 
alternative. 
I believe 
calling in 
on 
conference 
calls or 
Zoom 
Chapter 
meetings 
may 
become 
part of our 
routine. 
After all, it 
brings 
?community? to us now under quarantine. It will bring 
the same ?community? to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ who can?t be with us at the parish hall or 
wherever your Chapter meets in person. And don?t 
forget the telephone! I also see people visiting from 
the door stoop from a distance. 

Throughout scripture we read of ?God is watching 
us from a distance.? Nothing has changed. He hears 
our cries, understands our fears.  ?From a distance you 
look like my friend even though we are at war.? That?s 
a line from a song written by Julie Gold that Bette 
Midler took to the top of the charts a generation ago. 
My prayer for you, dear reader, is that as you listen to 
this link below you will think of this unprecedented 
time in the 21st Century and how what causes division 
is brought to a halt at times like this. Pray with me, 
won?t you, that when this war with the invisible enemy 
is over, we look at ourselves, our humanity in our 
neighborhood and throughout the world differently. 
Remember, God is watching us?. from a distance.

youtu.be/ hLHE9jrb_N4

Tom Welch, Execut ive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

D ir ect ly Sp eak ing

 WHAT?S NEXT? FROM A DISTANCE

https://youtu.be/hLHE9jrb_N4
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN A TIME OF PANDEMIC 

These are contagious t imes.
Certainly for illness, but also for worry, fear, anxiety, and 

discouragement. But also contagious are hope, peace, 
laughter, and connection.

As followers of Jesus we are to face adversity with 
sobriety and care for others. We are to reflect Christ?s light 
of hope and courage. We do 
this through prayer, 
fellowship, Bible reading, and 
engaging in practices that aid 
our spiritual growth.

With the recent 
near-quarantines of millions 
of Christians, many of them 
are turning to ChurchNext 
(www.churchnext.tv) to take 
advantage of online Christian 
learning.

What is ChurchNext? It?s 
an online platform of 
recorded courses, started in 
Detroit, Michigan in 2013 by 
Father Chris Yaw, an 
Episcopal Priest. ChurchNext 
offers 300+ online courses. 
Individuals can register and 
take classes on their own, or a congregation can purchase a 
membership and church members can take courses 
together. ChurchNext was purchased by Forward 
Movement, a ministry of The Episcopal Church, in 2018.

Individuals or congregations subscribe to ChurchNext 
for a monthly fee and they can take as many classes as they 
like. Courses come in two formats? for Individuals and for 
Groups. The cost for Men?s Ministry Community Groups is 
zero.  The Brotherhood has a blanket contract so 

Members-at-Large or smaller parishes seeking quality 
programs can participate. Interested members should 
contact the Brotherhood of St. Andrew National Office at 
502-450-5640 or info@BrothersAndrew.net. Otherwise 
individual subscriptions are $9 a month and allow students 
to take as many ?For Individuals? courses as they like. Each 
course is comprised of four-six video presentations and 

include reflection questions and 
assessments. Students can earn 
certificates by taking several classes. 
Certificates are awarded after a 
student takes eight courses in the 
Book of Common Prayer. There are 
also certificates available for acolyte 
instruction and vestry training.

Congregational memberships start 
at $29/ month and allow unlimited 
use by a church. ChurchNext assists 
these subscribers in building their 
own online school? in which they 
can pick and choose which 
ChurchNext classes they want to 
make available to their congregation. 
When church members take classes 
in their congregation?s online school, 
they are in the same class and can 
comment and ask and answer 

questions alongside other students from their same 
congregation. This is ideal for distance learning, such as the 
kind of learning going on during this pandemic. 
Congregational subscribers are allowed to take classes in 
the ?For Groups? format. These courses are designed for 
students to either take in person, or as a group.

A complete list of ChurchNext courses can be found on 
our website at www.churchnext.tv  Please let us know what 
you think and how we can serve you.

By Guest Columnist Chris Yaw, ChurchNext
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The Very Reverend Dr. Ian S. Markham, President and 
Dean of Virginia Theological Seminary, was the honored 
guest and speaker at the sold-out 39th Annual Men's 
Conference of the Central Gulf Coast at Camp Beckwith in 
Fairhope, AL. 

The topic of Dr. 
Markham?s 
presentation was 
Politics and Religion: 
Can Christians Still 
Render Unto Caesar? 
Dr. Markham laid the 
foundation for the 
conference in the first 
session, ?A Map of 
Political Options for 
Christians,? and then 
tackled the issues: 
immigration, guns, 
capitalism and the 
environment.  He 
outlined three or four primary positions for each issue 
before asking participants to decide where each one stood 
on the topic and then comment on their decision. 
Participants were generally surprised to learn the majority 
stood in the middle nearly every time. In his last talk, Dr. 
Markham emphasized the need for ?Christian Civility in a 
Partisan Age? if we are to survive as a church and as a 
nation. Conference participants donated the Sunday 
offering of $730 to Virginia Theological Seminary and Dr. 
Markham promised that the group photo from the 
conference would be displayed on the wall of donors to the 
VTS capital campaign, a unique reward for the men's 
generosity.

  Dick Hooper, National Council Chair of the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, has been chair of the Men's 
Conference Steering Committee for the past 15 years. He 

explained why the conference is important to him.  ?Ours is 
one of the longest-running men's conferences in the 
Episcopal Church.  Indeed, such conferences are a rarity in 
the church but can offer a unique opportunity to introduce 
participants to prayer, study and service from a man's 
perspective. By drilling down to this bedrock, such a 
conference suggests that the next right step in a man's 
spiritual journey can be the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.?  

  The conference also included ample time for 
fellowship, meeting new friends, and renewing old 
acquaintances. The event featured music and worship, as 
well as great food in the special atmosphere of Camp 
Beckwith, the diocesan camp of the Central Gulf Coast.  

  The conference will experience a milestone in 2021 as 
it will be the 40th annual event and 
will feature the Rev. Scott Gunn, 
Editor of Forward Day By Day, as 
the speaker. The Brotherhood 
began Forward as a devotional in 
the 1930?s so the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew is a cornerstone for 
both this conference and for 
beginning an important devotional 
service for the entire Episcopal 
Church. As our church wide 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
President, Jeff Butcher, often says, 
?We are THE Men's Ministry of the 
Anglican and Episcopal Church.?

 Watch for more details about the 2021 conference 
dates and registration at diocgc.org   

DIOCESE OF THE CENTRAL GULF COAST HOLDS 
39TH ANNUAL MEN?S CONFERENCE
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AND? JUST LIKE THAT? THE CHURCH AND ALL OF US WERE 
IN A VERY DIFFERENT PLACE.

  The Coronavirus crisis has upended our 
world in countless ways. But while we?re still 
reeling in the midst of it, it?s never too early to 
begin to reflect on what this cataclysm might 
mean now and longer-term to us, our beloved 
church, and our Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
Chapters.

  What might some of the characteristics 
of highly-effective Brotherhood Chapters and 
churches be now and as this crisis winds to a 
close?

THEY UNDERSTAND PASTORAL CARE IS STILL PRIMARY. 

 The congregations and Chapters that are 
going to survive and even thrive into the future 
are going to be the ones that never 
abandoned passionate pastoral care, simply 
because buildings were closed and it became 
less convenient. Even as your regular Chapter 
meetings and activities may have temporarily 
stopped, what are you doing to stay in touch 
with your Brothers right now? You will have to 
experiment with a lot of different techniques in 
this new world. But, here are a few ideas as 
you gear up right now.

- Start  up a good old-fashioned, low-tech 
?telephone t ree? to ensure al l members 
are cal led regularly. This can make a big 
difference. If you don?t remember how to set 
one up, you can easily Google some 
examples. This is a very easy and personal 
way simply to help sustain friendships and 
offer words of care and support.  

- Set  up a phone, text , or e-mail ?hot l ine? for 
persons in your church or Chapter who 
need anything, no matter how small .  Does 
someone need a few groceries dropped by 
their front door or need some help picking 
up a prescription at the drug store? Does 
someone simply need prayer as they cope 
with unmanageable anxiety? Is someone 
feeling ill and frightened about negotiating 
the health care system? You likely won?t 
have all of the answers but can help 
leverage resources whatever the challenge. 
And, giving your members the assurance 
there is someone caring and connected, 
who is just a phone call away, is something 
they likely won?t forget.          

- Use technology, such as Zoom web 
conferencing (for holding events such as a 
Virtual Brotherhood Chapter Meet ing), 
social media such as Facebook Live, or 
even basic emails to regularly keep in 
touch. Does your Chapter have its own 
Facebook page yet? This is a good time to 
set one up and post some ?remember 
when? photos, inviting others to react. It is a 
good place to post questions and ask for 
responses. It is also yet another great place 
to check in with your members and find out 
what they may need. If you have never been 
a part of a Zoom web conference, there are 

just a few simple steps to get started. You 
can Google ?How to set up a Zoom web 
conference? for step-by-step guidance 
according to the type of device you are 
using. Pick out three or four of your more 
adventurous Brothers and experiment with 
it. Then, they can help others.          

- Use ?snail mail? (i.e. the U.S. Postal Service) 
to send greet ing cards and handwrit ten 
notes to your members. If you normally 
send a newsletter or flier to your members, 
try to ensure that still happens. You may feel 
as though things are in flux and you have 
nothing concrete to report. But, it?s OK just 
to say that and use your normal editorial 
space to offer a bit of cheer, prayer, and 
encouragement to others.          

THEY UNDERSTAND THE IMPORTANCE OF KEEPING HUMAN 
NEEDS MINISTRY INTACT, WHATEVER IT TAKES. 

Highly-effective Brotherhood Chapters 
and congregations that are engaged in human 
needs ministry understand it needs to 
continue in some way even when it gets tough. 
Persons you are feeding continue to need to 
be fed. Those who are in prison still need to be 
compassionately supported. Those who are 
struggling with issues of addiction will 
continue to exist amidst those struggles. While 
it may sometimes seem easier just to bemoan 
locked doors and accept restrictions, Brothers 
and churches with a genuine passion for 
mission will take a deep breath and prayerfully 
commit to finding creative ways for the mission 
to continue in a modified way, drawing in other 
partners in the community as needed.    

THEY UNDERSTAND THERE WILL BE A NEED FOR A PERIOD 
OF MOURNING. 

There are many losses associated with 
this crisis. Many are increasingly experiencing 
the deaths of someone close to them. But, 
some other conditions that may invoke 
mourning include temporary loss of health, 
separation from loved ones, the loss of a 
job/ salary or income from investments, and 
absence of planned events from a child?s 
graduation to the traditional family Easter 
celebration. Even the loss of routine daily 
work/ school/ church/ errands can bring about 
a sense of mourning. And, even as things 
begin to normalize once again, people will still 
need lots of time to process their losses, 
emerge from the stress of long-term isolation, 
catch up with their personal and professional 
lives, and simply regain their bearings. How 
can your Chapter begin now to figure out how 
to be effectively present amidst those needs? 
And how can you and your Chapter work with 
your clergy now on 
strategies to help lead 
in your parish on the 
upcoming 
welcome back?

The photo on our cover and here is a  
scanning electron microscope image that 
shows the new coronavirus (yellow) among 
human cells (blue, pink and purple). (Color 

has been added to the image to better show 
the virus and its environment.) (Image credit: 

NIAID-RML)

AFTER THE 
PANDEMIC

WHAT CAN YOU 
AND YOUR 

BROTHERS DO?  

By Kathy Copas, 
Editor, The Cross, 

Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew
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THEY UNDERSTAND PARISH AND BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER LIFE WILL LIKELY 
CONTINUE TO BE VERY DIFFERENT. 

Some basic points. Church attendance is a well-nurtured and 
disciplined habit. But, it is human nature to default to getting out of 
that habit after weeks of not having a church routine each Sunday. 
It will be convenient for some to simply continue to do other things 
on Sunday mornings, things they became accustomed to doing 
during their long furlough, such as sleeping in, watching the 
Sunday morning news shows, enjoying a hobby, or having a 
leisurely brunch with the Sunday newspaper. Churches are going 
to have to really work at this to ensure church attendance 
becomes a priority once more. Brotherhood Chapters are also 
going to have to work at encouraging Brothers back into meetings 
and activities. Strategize now about what you can do to nourish 
re-involvement. A few ideas:

- Use Zoom web conferencing for fun in addit ion to basic 
Brotherhood and church meet ings and Bible study. Host a 
Virtual Coffee Hour following Facebook Live Worship. This can 
be a great concept for a Brotherhood Chapter to lead on behalf 
of their parish. Have participants enjoy their own breakfast or 
brunch type snacks and coffee or the drink of their choice. Use 
the time to just check in with each other. Consider offering 
prizes for the most creative Virtual Coffee Hour snacks or 
clothing. During the Easter season, have a hat contest during 
Virtual Coffee Hour. There is no end to the type of fun and 
community building your Chapter or congregation can offer to 
help lift people?s spirits and keep them connected. Host a 
grandparents event for grandparents in your congregation to 
show off photos of their grandchildren and describe what they 
are doing to stay in touch with them these days. Host a veterans 
story day for veterans in your Chapter, congregation, or 
community to share their military stories. For those who miss 
group singing, have a Zoom Hymn Sing, with each person 
singing in unison but from their own locations. Hold a 
community-wide Zoom Prayer Vigil. Bring in experts (maybe 
even from your own congregation?) and teach something via 
Zoom. It could be anything from improving a golf shot, to 
building a flower box for the garden, to negotiating the stock 
market amidst the market volatility. The idea is to use Zoom to 
bring people together for fun, fellowship, and learning during a 
time of isolation. These are all excellent ideas for Brotherhood 
Chapters to lead.             

- Start  now to plan a gala welcome for the f irst  big Sunday 
back in church. Have your Brotherhood Chapter take 
leadership in planning it. Think grand music, an 
attention-getting church door, colorful streamers, special skits 
or songs, and an amazing brunch or reception afterward. Invite 
musicians and community leaders from your local community 
to play a role. Work in advance to promote it as you would 
promote a church reunion? personal phone calls, handwritten 
notes, and notices on social media and in secular media in your 
community.

- Remember there w il l be a host  of people in your church and 
community who lost  loved ones during the isolat ion period 
and weren?t  able to have a funeral home visitat ion or even a 
funeral w ith more than six persons in at tendance. One or 
more memorial events will certainly be critical in the months 
following the lifting of isolation regulations. Your Chapter may 
want to plan one especially for Brothers who were lost. But, 
your Chapter can certainly lead with your clergy right now on 
beginning to formulate memorial plans in your congregation.      

- Don?t  let  your local community forget  your church building 
while you are st il l on hiatus. Yes, your building is closed. But, 
open some windows and crank up the organ one night while 
pedestrians are taking their after-dinner walk.  Hold a vehicle 

parade to offer community support during the quarantine 
period. Meet around the church. Have each person decorate 
their own vehicle with signs of community support and 
Brotherhood and church pride. Add balloons, streamers, and 
other decorations. Caravan around your church neighborhoods, 
waving and honking horns and generally spreading cheer. This 
is a great activity for a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. Decorate 
the exterior of your church building with signs or banners of 
encouragement while your church building is closed. The 
bottom line? think creatively. And, think of ways to constantly 
prepare your Chapter, congregation, and community for the 
days you will be back in the church building.                     

THEY UNDERSTAND LOYALTIES MAY BE A BIT DIFFERENT NOW AND THE TENT MAY 
WIDEN. 

Virtual church opportunities during the crisis were often like 
attending a banquet where they served all of your favorite foods 
and one only needed to hop from table to table. A late-night dip 
into church at Westminster Abbey, six-nine hours ahead of Sunday 
church time here in the U.S.? How about the liturgy at Washington 
Cathedral? The church down the street from mine? The next 
community over? A different denomination? And then? West 
Coast time. How about the Eucharist at Grace Cathedral San 
Francisco? The point is? people are getting more and more 
accustomed to having lots of Sunday morning church options. And 
live stream church is becoming consistently higher in production 
values and creativity as the crisis goes on. This can come to have 
implications for the life of your church as well as the health of your 
Brotherhood Chapter. How can your Chapter effectively partner 
with your clergy and church leadership to begin examining this 
subtle shift in our culture?

THEY UNDERSTAND THAT SPIRITUAL QUESTIONING IS AT AN APEX. 

Point of example: a high school senior, who is a great student 
and a faithful and active church friend, said the other day he is 
really struggling. His graduation ceremony, long-planned 
graduation party, the prom, his part-time job, a planned summer 
internship, and everything else is now scuttled. He feels as though 
his whole life as he knew it has been demolished. He is asking a 
lot of spiritual ?Why??questions.  And, he isn?t alone. What are we 
doing now and into the future, as Brothers and churches, to be in 
the midst of this spiritual questioning and seeking? Asking the 
right questions is a start. There are no one-size-fits-all easy 
solutions to much of the pain. But, we all need to be in prayer and 
conversation about we can be actively and creatively present in 
some compassion and healing.    

THEY UNDERSTAND TECHNOLOGY IS A DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE, GENIE TO PUT 
BACK INTO THE BOTTLE.                                          

As I have worked with church clients on strategies such as 
offering Facebook Live Church and Bible Study, and Virtual Coffee 
Hour through Zoom conferencing, 
I?ve noticed something 
interesting. While 
participation started off 
small, it quickly grew 
by leaps and bounds. 
Now, I have people 
quietly saying things 
like, ?You know, I like 
lazing here in my 
pajamas with a cup of 
coffee and enjoying 
church. I wonder? do we 
have to go back to the old 

Continued on page 9.
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 SHARED HISTORY, SHARED FUTURE 

  As Presiding Bishop Michael Curry encourages all of us to 
follow the Way of Love, two of the oldest organizations in the 
Episcopal church are working together to renew this spirit in The 
Episcopal Church, Anglican Communion, and beyond. 

Founded in 1883, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew?s mission is to 
bring men and youth to Jesus Christ. Members of the Brotherhood 
follow a threefold discipline of prayer, study, and service. The 
Order of the Daughters of the King was founded just two years 
later, with the mission of spreading the Kingdom of Christ among 
women and girls. Members of The Order follow a Rule of Life to 
support a lifelong program of prayer, service, and evangelism. 
With similar missions and similar histories (both started as Sunday 
School classes), it is no surprise they had a close relationship for 
more than a century. 

At the beginning of the 21st century, they drifted apart, as both 
organizations? like the wider church? struggled with aging 
populations and dwindling membership. In recent years, the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew and The Order of the Daughters of the 
King have  been working on revitalizing their respective ministries. 
Now they are renewing their relationship with each other, as well. 

Jeff Butcher, national president of the Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew, says that after achieving financial 
stability and working on their vision and 
mission for the future, the Brotherhood is 
relevant to men and the church once again.  
As Butcher says, 

?We are ready to tackle the challenges we 
have before us working side by side with our 
sisters in the Daughters of the King, and we are 
ready to take our place in the Jesus Movement 
full throttle,? 

 Krisita Jackson, national president of The Order of the 
Daughters of the King, says the rekindled friendship came about 
after The Order?s strategic plan, unveiled at the 
2018 Triennial, came to the attention of the 
Brotherhood?s senior vice president, Jack 
Hanstein, whose wife is a Daughter.

The two organizations are looking forward 
to working together on two initiatives over the 
next few months. They had been planning a 
joint national day of service in late April, but 
because of the pandemic it has been 
postponed until at least July. Butcher and Jackson envision 
neighboring chapters working together with clergy to decide on a 
service project to carry out that day, and gathering together to 
pray and reflect on the experience afterward. The second is the 
National Day of Prayer on May 7, where they plan to collaborate 
on shared liturgies and prayer vigils.

The Brotherhood and The Order are also envisioning shared 
regional workshops and service projects. There are also plans for 

a shared presence at the Episcopal Church?s General Convention 
in 2021, including a co-sponsored 12-step recovery Eucharist. 

Each group is grounded in prayer and dedicated to service. 
Evangelism is core to both organizations, with their early 
documents using the same language, stating that members 
should ?make an earnest effort each week to bring at least one 
?man or woman? within the hearing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.? 

In 1886, the Brotherhood sponsored a resolution to General 
Convention to sanction the formation of The Order. The two 
groups often coordinated their presence at General Convention, 
hosting display tables, prayer vigils, and Eucharists together. 
Leaders regularly visited each other?s triennial conventions as 
well; on the occasion of The Order?s 70th birthday in 1955, the 
Brotherhood provided a 
magnificent cake! There are 
also many stories of local 
chapters working together in 
ministry together. 

In the 1970?s, the 
Brotherhood and The Order, 
along with several other faith 
groups, gathered together to 
form an umbrella organization 
called Pewsaction (Prayer ? 
Evangelism ? Witness ? Service 
? Study). The group eventually 
grew to encompass some 22 
organizations and held many 
successful evangelism 
conferences throughout the 
1970?s and 80?s. 

Both Butcher and Jackson 
view working together as a 
natural way to boost their 
membership and expand the impact of their service projects. ?The 
harvest is huge and we need all the  laborers we can get in the 
fields,? says Jackson, ?Any way that we can find to work together, to 
serve together, we need to be addressing together.? 

THE ORDER OF THE DAUGHTERS OF THE KING AND 
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW RENEW 100-YEAR-OLD PARTNERSHIP 

Jeff Butcher

Krisita Jackson

Miss Lillian Janet Soper 
cutting the birthday cake 
presented to the Order by 
the Brotherhood of Saint 

Andrew on the occasion of 
the seventieth anniversary 

of the Order.

The 2021 Triennial for the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew  is at the 
Royal Sonesta/ Harbor View in 
Baltimore on June 24-26 (NEXT 
summer), just prior to the General 
Convention of the Episcopal Church 
in Baltimore. 

The 2024 Triennial for the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be in 
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew?s 
home city of Louisville on the same 
block of the city as our National 
Offices. While contracts are still in 

process, we anticipate housing 
Brothers in the Hilton Garden Inn 
and utilizing the meeting venue, The 
Henry Clay, for our sessions. These 
triennial dates and arrangements 
will also take place just prior to 
General Convention in Louisville.  

Please watch this space, as well 
as our Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
website and Facebook page, as 
more details become available.

CALENDAR ALERT
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 At our Brotherhood meeting at St. Paul?s 
Episcopal Church in Doylestown, PA prior to Lent, 
our agenda included preparations for Shrove 
Tuesday. Our priest brought up an idea about the 
possibility of instead holding a Shrove Sunday 
Dinner. As a part of this there would be a ½ hour 
prayer service at 5 p.m. then a pancake supper, 
followed by the burning of the palms for Ash 
Wednesday outside in the Columbarium garden. 
Our main concern about this new idea was would 
the congregation come back on a Sunday 
evening. After much discussion and prayer we 
decided to try it. Turns out it wasn?t a worry!  The 
people really showed up and embraced this new 
way of doing things. We served over 60 people 
by the time we were finished and some stayed 
around to help with the clean-up. It looks like we 
have just started a new tradition? SHROVE 
SUNDAY.

way?? And, ?I really like not having to stress and rush my kids 
around to get them dressed and on the road early Sunday 
mornings when we can sit around the breakfast table and worship 
right here.? And, ?I?m not an early riser. I love it that I can watch the 
archive of our worship whenever I?m up and ready.? There are lots 
of theological, sacramental, and even practical points about the 
importance of people actually attending church ?live and in 
person.? How will we share in the Holy Eucharist? What about our 
shared prayers of confession? The passing of the peace? And, for 
that matter, what do we do about the welcoming and 
incorporation of guests who are seekers? But? the fact is? some 
have already come to strongly prefer the technology. Do we allow 
for that to continue as an option once the crisis is over?  The 
primary questions for us are? ?How we will effectively 
re-assimilate those persons who prefer technology into the life of 
our congregation?? and ?What are the implications of this 
behavioral change for the life of our Brotherhood Chapter?? Lots to 
ponder and pray about here.       

THEY UNDERSTAND FINANCES ARE LIKELY TO BE DIFFICULT FOR A PERIOD OF TIME TO 
COME. 

The unemployment rate has skyrocketed. The market for 
investments remains volatile. So many people are feeling a scary 
sense of insecurity about their finances that will take a long time to 
dispel. It will likely be harder, at least for a time, for your church 
and Chapter to retain basic giving. Pledges will probably be down. 
Brothers may feel less secure about making a $40 ministry pledge 
donation or supporting Brotherhood mission projects.           

THEY UNDERSTAND THAT LEADERSHIP NEEDS WILL LIKELY HAVE TO SHIFT IN THE NEW 
WORLD OF ELEVATED CHURCH TECHNOLOGY. 

New skills sets, such as digital evangelism, will increasingly be 
needed for both your church and your Chapter. The good news: 
this may be opportunity knocking. This may be your golden 
opportunity to really reach out to younger persons in your 
congregation or Chapter? persons who have comfortably lived 
with technology most of their lives? instead of just talking about it. 
It may a time to be courageous about the types of skill priorities 
you are seeking in a clergy search in your congregation. This is a 
time for courageous vision and exceptionally thoughtful long-term 
planning.              

     

 Our world, including our Chapter and Church, is certainly in the 
midst of life-altering cataclysm. But, with major change comes 
significant opportunity. Be ready.    

AFTER THE PANDEMIC

BROTHERS IN PENNSYLVANIA HOLD SHROVE SUNDAY PANCAKE DINNER

By Sam Palermo, St. Paul?s Episcopal Church Brotherhood Chapter, Doylestown, PA

Continued from page 7.
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Brothers and five 
Episcopal 
congregations in the 
Diocese of Arizona are 
teaming up to prepare, 
deliver, and serve a hot 
meal to veterans 
through the U.S. Vets 
Center in central 
Arizona. Over the past 

six years, the Brothers and congregations have provided 
more than 10,000 meals. During the Cornonavirus 
shutdown, the ministry has been an especially critical 
lifeline, delivering 100 meals for homebound vets. Many of 
those being served are veterans in transition, who may have 
recently been homeless or are out of work due to 

disabilities. Some are simply requiring more time to 
transition from the hardships of a war environment to a 
more sedate civilian environment. 

Most of those involved in this ministry are veterans 
themselves. It is a way of veterans thanking fellow veterans 
for their service, sharing goodwill and understanding, and 
encouraging them to continue to move on to a new and 
fulfilling life beyond the military environment.

All of those involved in the leadership of this ministry 
believe it is something that would be important for Brothers 
and Chapters to offer in other communities throughout the 
U.S. If you are interested in exploring a Veteran?s Ministry in 
your area, contact Richard Brown at All Saints of the Desert 
(rbrown26@cox.net) or visit the Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
website at brothersandrew.net / Minist ries/
veteran-friendly-congregat ion.html   

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE IN ARIZONA

Veterans Serving Veterans More Than 10,000 Hot  Meals

In early March, 12 
members of the Emanuel 
Johnson Chapter of the 
Brotherhood of St . 
Andrew from St. David?s 
Episcopal Church in 
Ashburn, Virginia, 
t raveled to Boulder Crest  
Retreat  for Mil itary and 
Veteran Wellness in 
Bluemont, Virginia for a 
very special event. The 
Brothers planned, 
prepared, cooked, and 
served a Mexican 
Fiesta- themed dinner to a dozen female veterans and 
the staff at  Boulder Crest . The women had al l 
part icipated in the programs at  Boulder Crest  and had 
returned for an inaugural reunion. It  was very emot ional. 
This was the third t ime the Chapter has held this event at  
Boulder Crest . Each t ime it  has proven to be so rewarding and 
a real highl ight  for the Brothers. 

This year, an uncanny occurrence, w ith the hand of God 
clearly playing a part , demonstrated the special nature of the 
event. Jack Curt is, the newest member of the Chapter, an 
alumnus of Virginia Mil itary Inst itute, a U.S. Army Captain, and 
a veteran from f ight ing in Afghanistan, t raveled w ith the 
Brothers to visit  Boulder Crest  for the f irst  t ime. During dinner, 
Jack thought he recognized one of the veterans. It  turned out , 
one of the women was the cousin of his roommate at  VMI and 
a close friend of Jack?s.  She had been a part icipant at  Boulder 
Crest  and the two had not  seen each other for ten years. Jack 
remarked, "I was t ruly able to see the impact of Boulder Crest  
at  a personal level. She had a tough deployment overseas 
and, as a result , faced hardships back home. She was in a dark 
place unt il she came to Boulder Crest . The "post- t raumat ic 
growth" mental ity of Boulder Crest  pul led her out  of the hole 
she was in and put  her on a path to take back her l ife from the 
stress and darkness she was feel ing. Boulder Crest  made 
such an impact that  she comes back every year to help other 
veterans recover from whatever they are facing. I can at test  
that  it  is t ruly a special place."

 Boulder Crest  
Retreat  opened its doors 
in 2013 as the nat ion's 
f irst  private wel lness center in the country serving 
act ive-duty, reserve and Nat ional Guard personnel, veterans, 
and their family members. It  is commit ted to improving the 
physical, emot ional, spiritual, and economic wel lbeing of our 
nat ion's mil itary, veterans, f irst  responders, and their family 
members. Their programs ensure they have the opportunity to 
l ive l ives of passion, purpose, and service at  home.

 Ken Falke, Boulder Crest  Retreat  Founder and Chairman 
of the Board, said, ?As a nat ion, we have a responsibil ity and 
opportunity to provide the heal ing, support  and guidance 
required for combat veterans and their famil ies to prepare for 
their new mission? a l ife of passion, purpose and 
service? here at  home. That is precisely why we buil t  Boulder 
Crest  Retreat . We see the benefits of our approach and the 
safe and peaceful set t ing the Retreat  provides every single 
day.?

 The Brotherhood Chapter at  St . David?s is proud to be a 
part  of this outstanding program to help our veterans. It  is an 
example of our Discipl ine of Service and focuses on one of 
the seven Ministries set  forth by our Brotherhood nat ional 
leadership. Our Chapter plans to make this pilgrimage to 
Boulder Crest  Retreat  an annual event. 

SERVING OUR VETERANS AND CELEBRATING HEROES IN VIRGINIA 
By Phil ip Mart in, Brotherhood Chapter, St. David?s Episcopal Church, Ashburn, VA 
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  We have a long-time, successful local Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew chapter at St. John?s Episcopal Church. However, one of 
the difficulties we have experienced over the years is discerning 
how to have meaningful, active engagements with our parish 
youth to help us experience Christ together.  I?m sure that other 
local Chapters across the country may be facing the same 
challenge.

 We became involved in a program called ?Feed the Need,? 
which is partnered with the Feed My Starving Children program.  
This ministry allowed us to work elbow-to-elbow to pack food for 
countries around the world that have children who are starving to 
death. The 
Feed the 
Need 
MobilPack 
effort 
happened 
in February 
of 
2020? with 
6,000 
volunteers 
from over 
30 parishes 
and several businesses? who packed food in two-hour shifts over 
a two-day period.  This year, we packed over one million meals 
which will feed 2,876 kids a nutritious meal each day for an entire 
year! 

 The 
Brotherhood 
of St. 
Andrew 
helped fund 
St. John?s 
involvement 
(the cost of 
meals) and 
our local 
Chapter 

spearheaded the recruitment. We had over 84 people volunteer 
(youth and parish-at- large) to work this year. No matter the age, 
everyone feels good about doing things for others. As we?re 
reminded in Matthew:  ?I tell you the truth, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.?

 We know men are active disciples of Christ, so we wanted to 
share this with other Brotherhood Chapters that might be 
interested in working with youth via Feed My Starving Children 
MobilPack events in their own state. If you are interested in this 
opportunity to do some important ministry while connecting 
generations, engaging your local community, and growing your 
Chapter, go to the www.FMSC.com website, click on the volunteer 
tab, and page down to the MobilPack events by state.

I started attending 
Brotherhood meetings 
in response to an 
invitation from two 
long-time members. I 
thought, if they were 
nice enough to invite 
me, it would be less 
than friendly not to give 
it a try. I continued 
attending because I 
enjoyed the 
good-natured bantering 
and found the Bible study 
discussions interesting and helpful. I also liked the great 
breakfasts members prepared for our Saturday morning meetings, 
often featuring bacon, egg casseroles, and donuts. 

  It took a year or two to realize how much more the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew meant to me than even the donuts and  
the uplifting friendships!

  The Brotherhood helped make me feel more deeply 
connected to the Trinity Episcopal Church community. This feeling 
of connection spurred my search for the meaning of faith. In turn, 
embracing a sense of faith led to more active participation in the 
church?s humanitarian missions.

  Although I fall short of the level of service contributed by 
many others at Trinity, the energizing bi-monthly Brotherhood 
meetings leave me in a more church-centered and God-centered 
state of mind, motivating me to do more.

  I was raised a Methodist in an Atlanta suburb. While spiritual 
beliefs and believers always inspired me, for many years I rejected 
the idea of faith as unbelievable and the relevance of organized 
religion as outdated. My purpose in life, I concluded, centered on 
my job as a journalist and later as a Congressional aide in 
Washington, D.C.

  When my late wife persuaded me to explore the Quaker 
faith tradition with her when I was in my 60?s, I became active in 
the Washington Friends meeting and its social programs for more 
than 10 years. This is where I learned how wrong I was about the 
powerful relevance of faith-based communities even while 
attendance at many churches was declining. Then, after we 
moved to Fredericksburg, Virginia, my wife of nearly 50 years died 
after a long illness. 

  I was invited to Trinity Episcopal Church by a neighbor, Claire 
Curcio, Trinity?s current Senior Warden.  My view of faith changed 
when led to examine my spiritual thoughts more deeply by our 
now-retired Rector, the Rev. Kent Rahm, and others. The 
Brotherhood Bible discussions? a kind of spiritual potluck?  
played a big part by stimulating my thinking about faith and life?s 
purpose. The friendship with Claire, by the way, has become a 
loving partnership. 

  I particularly focused on the impulse for compassion that I 
now believe exists in everyone. I?m convinced the seed of 
goodness within us can lead humanity toward the perfectibility of 
Christ. If the goal seems farther away than ever, I have faith we will 
make progress by working harder to achieve our real purpose in 
life: to help establish God?s kingdom here on earth.

ENGAGING MEN AND YOUTH IN ILLINOIS W HILE 
FIGHTING GLOBAL HUNGER

By Thom Sut ton, St. John?s Episcopal Church Brotherhood 
Chapter, Naperville, Illinois

WHY I JOINED THE BROTHERHOOD

By Selby McCash, Trinity Episcopal Church, Fredericksburg, 
Virginia Chapter  

Selby McCash
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STAY IN THE CONVERSATION 
Stay connected with the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.

THE CROSS isthe official publication of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Inc. and is 
printed bimonthly. A digital publication is distributed monthly. Copyright ©2020 by The 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Inc, Louisville, Kentucky

Phone: 502-450-5640 or 
724-266-5810

Email : 
info@brothersandrew.net

# brstandrew

Website: 
brothersandrew.net

Address: 
620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203 
Louisville KY  40202

Facebook: Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew USA 

(@brothersandrew.net)

Twit ter: @brstandrew

Instagram: 
@brotherhood1883

Submit  news for The Cross 
by the first of each month to 
editor@brothersandrew.net. 

Check out  addit ional 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
program resources at 
TheCross.online 

 Your purchases at Kroger and on Amazon 
can earn money for the Brotherhood's  
missions. Join in today. Small amounts really 
do add up!

- Go to www.kroger.com/
account/ communityrewards/

- Log in to your account or create one if you 
don't have one.

-Cl ick on the Enroll button then search for 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew or the code YE249.

-Cl ick on the Enroll button  on the result to 
complete the process.

-Go to smile.amazon.com/ about.

-Read how the program works.

-Fol low the directions to enroll and choose The 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew as your charity.

EVERY L ITTLE BIT HELPS!

mailto:info@brothersandrew.net
http://brothersandrew.net
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