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The President's Corner Directly Speaking

I Never Promised You a Rose Garden
Jeff Butcher, President
jeff.butcher@brothersandrew.net

Smiles in aWonderfulWorld
TomWelch, Execu�ve Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

Do you remember the
song “I Never Promised
You a Rose Garden?”
The last �me I heard it
was in April of 1973. The lo-
ca�on was Base Chapel U-Tapao Royal Thai Naval Air-
field, Thailand, Headquarters 7th/13th Air Force, Gulf
of Siam.

Father Eugene Knorr, Anglican Priest from the base
Chaplain’s Office, had just finished reading the Gospel.
He pulled out a tape recorder, hit the play bu�on, and
“I Never Promised You a Rose Garden” started playing.
We had just come off of several days of celebra�on
following the announcement of successful peace talks.
For some, we thought we might go home early.
Wrong. The talks hit a snag. We were all down. It was
one of my biggest disappointments, thus far, at age 27.

Father Knorr’s point in his short homily was that it
is tough being a Chris�an. However, even in our dark-
est moments the Lord Jesus Christ was there for us al-
ways.

Right now, we are all facing horrendous challenges
to our faith. The silent enemy, COVID-19, has created a
perfect storm. We are in constant prayer for those
who are hospitalized, grieving lost loved ones, and
holding out hope for those who are unemployed. First
responders, medical staffs, and clergy are working un-
believable hours in o�en exhaus�ng, difficult situa-
�ons.

Meanwhile, those who experience alcohol or
chemical abuse addic�ons are ba�ling to stay sober or
clean. Physical abuse from loved ones is frigh�ul, too.
All of these issues could lead to total despair. Thus, for
an increasing amount of people, suicide becomes an
op�on. This is a period when we especially need to

close ranks, being present with those who are less for-
tunate than us in any way that is possible.

We con�nue to urge you to pick up the phone to
call other men in your parish. In my experience, ran-
dom acts of kindness for others can take away our
own feelings of loss or pain. You must give it away be-
fore you can receive it.

September is Suicide Preven�onMonth. Suicide is
a horrible individual act. One relieves their current
pain and suffering permanently. Unfortunately, the
loved ones le� behind must carry this act with them
un�l they go to glory. Counseling, group interac�ons,
and prayer seem amuch more appropriate avenue to
follow.

Sta�s�cally, the highest increase in suicide is in
males 50+ (30 per 100,000). Moreover, suicide rates
for males are highest among those aged 75+ (36 per
100,000). Since our membership has a large segment
that is classified as elderly, it is important to men�on
that these rates are also greatest for those who are di-
vorced or widowed. (This data comes from the Na-
�onal Suicide Preven�on Lifeline. The 24/7 help line
number is 800-273-8255.)

This is one area where a men’s ministry community
phone tree in your local parish could have such a
meaningful impact on others. In such �mes of crisis,
Chris�ans can bridge the gap of isola�on and make a
real difference.

What’s next? We don’t know. Only God knows.
But, whatever happens, we must always remember it
is always a prime �me to call another brother, ask if
they need help, or just say a short prayer with them.
Random acts of kindness that gently help bridge the
gap of isola�on and pain can make a real difference.

Carpe Diem.

This en�re chapter
speaks to kindness and
encouragement. I hope
you will take a few
minutes to read all of
it. My hope is
par�cularly deep as
this month is Suicide Preven�on Awareness
Month. One of the simplest ways le� to connect
during this pandemic is a smile. The problem with
that is when we are in public areas we should be
wearing a face mask. I don’t know about you, but I
pay more a�en�on to the smile in the eyes of
another more than ever before. I miss seeing
smiles, don’t you?

During this season of our lives we are living
under a series of situa�onal stress. It’s enough to
make Winnie the Pooh’s friend, Tigger, get
depressed. I’ll bet even Tigger might struggle
during these �mes. While I am no student of
psychology, we can all tell the difference in our
lives in the absence of smiles, hugs and
handshakes. And what about those Zoom
mee�ngs?! If there truly is a Purgatory, it’s
probably an endless Zoom!

As we get closer to the holiday season those
who are living through the loss of a job, friendship,

or rela�ve are likely to have a rougher road amidst
this season of pandemic than ever before. So, dear
reader, if you’re like me, there will be �mes of
longing for the fellowship of others during lockdown.
That sense of loss is compounded when I look to

those lives I’ve loved and lost to the Kingdom
Triumphant.

Be of good cheer, as hard as it may be
some�mes. Make a phone call. Just pick up
the phone and talk with somebody. There’s
a hunger for connec�on we have now like
never before. Take a moment to look at

the beauty around you. Make a list of it.
Truly, it’s a wonderful world. I’ve
shared with you before that we can get
through all of this. Listen intently:

Louis Armstrong -What A Wonderful World
(Original Spoken Intro Version) ABC Records 1967,
1970 (YouTube)

May the Peace of God be with you in every
moment.

“When I smiled at them they
scarcely believed it; the light of
my face was precious to them.”

-Job 29:24 (NIV)

Original EH Shepard illustra�on, colored, of Pooh mee�ng
Tigger outside his front door in The House at Pooh Corner

https://youtu.be/2nGKqH26xlg
https://youtu.be/2nGKqH26xlg
https://youtu.be/2nGKqH26xlg
https://youtu.be/2nGKqH26xlg
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Your Brotherhood of St. Andrew church wide
board and associated commi�ees have been hard at
work this summer. Here are just a few highlights of
their work, which has focused significantly on
con�nuing the organiza�on’s strategic planning
process and developing a formalized program for
Planned Giving to endow the ministry of the
Brotherhood well into the future.

The board
celebrated a new
presiden�al
appointment.
Andrew Joyce (KY),
Interna�onal VP,
has served abroad
with Young Adult
Service Corps in the Philippines, and with Episcopal
Relief and Development before returning to the USA
a couple of years ago. He grew up at Christ Church
in Bowling Green, Kentucky, where he was a Jr.
Brotherhood member and an Eagle Scout. He works
with the global Anglican Communion. No�ng that
many of the strongest Chapters are outside the US,
he will have a special focus on outreach to them.
Andrew will be a contribu�ng author in the next
edi�on of The Cross. He is Execu�ve Director of the
American Commi�ee for KEEP, a non-profit based in
Japan that got its start from the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew with an Episcopal missionary and
Brotherhood member from Louisville shortly a�er
WW II. His office is in Louisville.

S��� �� ��� B���������� ���������
������� ���� ������ ��������:
C������������ ��� P����� R��������

This commi�ee reported on an
ever-increasing amount of social
media followers, with daily posts,
and the comple�on of a new
strategic communica�on plan.
They also shared an update on their
work on a special strategy to con�nue to check on
members during the COVID-19 crisis.

D�����������, M��������, ��� T�������
A new Chapter Development Guide, developed

by this commi�ee, is currently under review. The
guide will assist Chapters in everything from
organizing for mission to recrui�ng new members.
H���� T����������

The commi�ee on Human Trafficking examined
how, for months during the pandemic, the human
trafficking industry unfortunately has thrived.
Traffickers are notoriously opportunis�c by nature
and have seized the “stay at home” health
recommenda�ons as an opportunity to prey on
those spending increased �me on the internet. As
master manipulators, traffickers have been targe�ng
young vic�ms in addi�on to those individuals who
are driving the demand for sex crimes.

Many organiza�ons are at work to impact the
scope and growth of human trafficking in our
country and the world. These organiza�ons include
The Human Trafficking Ins�tute, Polaris, Shared
Hope Interna�onal, New Friends New Life, and
Exodus Cry. Resources from these organiza�ons
reside on the Human Trafficking Ministry webpage
on the Brotherhood website.

Exodus Cry recently held a Na�onal Day of Prayer
to support their Trafficking hub ini�a�ve to shut
down Pornhub. Pornhub is the largest and most
popular porn
internet site in the
world. Through the
Trafficking hub campaign to shut the Pornhub site
down, over $200,000 was recently raised to support
this cause. Members of the commi�ee, along with
Brotherhood execu�ve team, are encouraging
Brothers church wide to go to Traffickinghub.com
and sign the Shut Down Pornhub pe��on to help
combat human trafficking.

The commi�ee also urges all Brothers and
Chapters to learn more about this issue and develop
an ac�on plan for helping combat it by reviewing
informa�on, links, and ac�on items under Human

WhatYour Brotherhood ofSt. AndrewBoardand
Committees Have BeenDoing

Trafficking on the Brotherhood of St. Andrew
website.
R����� R�������������

The Brotherhood of St Andrew Racial
Reconcilia�on Task Force is back on track. A group of
leadership has recons�tuted the Task Force and, as
part of a program of comprehensive educa�on
throughout the Brotherhood, the Task Force has
enrolled in the Episcopal Church Sacred Ground
an�-racism training program. The Task Force
believes any Brotherhood Chapter would find this
dialog series
and
resources
helpful. This
work has
emerged as a cri�cal part of the Brotherhood’s long-
term commitment to racial healing reconcilia�on,
and jus�ce.

There was a delay in this commi�ee’s progress
prompted by the resigna�on of some members of
the Task Force. The Brotherhood board reviewed an
Ad Hoc Commi�ee report, revising and approving a
posi�on statement in response to racial strife in this
country. The review and associated process delay
was seen by some members as a rejec�on of the
Task Force posi�on paper, which definitely was not
the case. A revised posi�on paper was ul�mately
approved by the Board of Directors,and is now
available on the Brotherhood of St. Andrew web
site.

The Task Force convened for its first mee�ng on
September 10 and will be mee�ng every two weeks
throughout the Sacred Ground training period. The
task force is composed of 12 Brothers, represen�ng
the different Provinces in the church, including four
white men and eight men of color, representa�ve of
Black, Hispanic, and Na�ve American heritage. At
their first mee�ng, Task Force members were joined
by The Rev. Isaiah Shaneequa Brokenleg, the
Episcopal Church Racial Reconcilia�on Officer.

If you have not visited our brothersandrew.net
website recently, check out our Racial Reconcilia�on
page for educa�on and training opportuni�es

available to you and your Chapter. In the near future
the task force will be recommending a course of
study for all men in leadership posi�ons within the
Brotherhood. In the mean�me, we would encourage
Chapters to avail themselves of the resources
available to begin their own journey towards racial
healing, reconcilia�on and jus�ce.
S������� M�������

The pandemic has caused Scou�ng USA to
postpone the Na�onal Jamboree that was
scheduled for July of 2021. As a result, this
commi�ee is working on an Episcopal/Anglican
Scou�ng replacement. The thought that has the
most trac�on so far is a Duty to God event at the
Summit (The Summit is the
Na�onal Jamboree site in
West Virginia). The idea is to
have a weeklong event
where par�cipants can
experience all that the
Summit has to offer (white
water ra�ing, zip lines, climbing,
mountain biking) as well as complete many of the
requirements to earn their religious award. The
commi�ee is exploring poten�al costs and will have
a more complete plan formulated for considera�on
by the board soon.
D�� Y�� K���?

The homepage and Ministries sec�on of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew website
brotherandrew.net is full of issues-oriented ideas
and help that can assist you and your Chapter in
developing and
strengthening
your
commitment to
mission. Visit
o�en and get
inspired!

https://www.brothersandrew.net
https://www.brothersandrew.net
https://traffickinghub.com
https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/about
https://episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground/about
https://brothersandrew.net/Ministries/racial-reconciliation-resources.html
https://brothersandrew.net/Ministries/racial-reconciliation-resources.html
https://brothersandrew.net/


W�’�� C����������!
The following Brotherhood of St.

Andrew Chapters have reported
the largest number of new
members during 2020 as they
have completed their annual
repor�ng. Will your Chapter
surpass these numbers before
the year ends?! Don’t forget to
report so we can share your good
news!
▷ Pohick Ch 0962S: 12 new Lorton, VA
▷ St. Philip's Ch 2620S: 10 new Southport, NC
▷ St. Benedicts Ch 4945S: 7 new Plantation, FL
▷ Grace Ch 1622S: 6 new Norfolk, VA
▷ St. John's Ch 3816S: 6 new Tulsa, OK

B�������� �� B�������
The Brooklyn, New

York, Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Assembly held a
President’s Day breakfast.
Bishop Daniel Allotey
presented the
Brotherhood Stole to our
Brooklyn Assembly
Chaplain, The Very
Reverend Dr. Glenworth Miles.

S�. A�����’� D�� C���������� �� H�����
Several

Assemblies in
Province II
gathered to
celebrate St.
Andrew's Day
at St.
Andrew's
Episcopal
Church in Harlem, NYC. It was also a celebra�on of the
church's 190th Anniversary.

At the conclusion of the service, The Right Reverend
Andrew M. L. Dietsche, Bishop of the Diocese of New
York, officiated in the installa�on of the newly-elected
officials of the Brooklyn, NY Assembly.

P�����, S����, ��� S������ A��� COVID-19
By Richard Greer
Christ Episcopal Church, Bowling Green Kentucky

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Chapter at Christ
Church, Bowling Green, Kentucky has not let COVID-19
win out over its desire for prayer, study and service.
A�er a brief early cau�onary break for a few weeks
when we met via Zoom, we decided to meet outside in
our parking
lot. We
follow
guidelines
for masks
and social
distancing.
The only
thing missing is we could not figure out how to share
coffee and donuts! By mee�ng in person, we have been
able to share our mutual concerns and offer our
prayerful support to each other as well as to our parish.
COVID-19 need not prevent prayer, study and service.

A B���������� W������ C����������
Brotherhood of St.

Andrew President, Jeff
Butcher (le�), and
Execu�ve Director
TomWelch (right)
celebrated with
Andrew Joyce, Vice-
President for
Brotherhood
Interna�onal Ministries (center), at his August wedding.

C��������� O����������
The Rev. Rob Sturdy,

Anglican Chaplain to the
Corps of Cadets at The
Citadel, is expected to
keynote the 2021
Chris�an Men’s Conference at St. Christopher Camp and
Conference Center on Johns Island, SC February 26-28,
2021. To learn more, visit
www.chris�anmensconference.com.

NewsAroundThe Brotherhood
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Even as we con�nue life in a COVID-limited
world, there’s no limit to the crea�ve ways we can
con�nue to support our seven Brotherhood of St.
Andrew mission focus areas. Here are just a few
things your Chapter or church can try during the
last quarter of 2020. Be sure to write and let us
know what you did and how it went at
editor@brothersandrew.net.
▷ Prison Ministry

While you s�ll may
not be able to visit
with those who are
in prison you CAN
send cards or
le�ers of support
to let those who are
in prison know we are
thinking of them and care
for them. You can compose and share a prayer for
them, including some scripture you find
meaningful. You can invite children, grandchildren,
or children from your congrega�on to draw and
color pictures and send those along to offer a bit of
cheer. With the permission of the prison, and a
donor or donors, you can offer commissary credits
for them to purchase snacks or small comforts. You
can also invite and encourage those who are in
prison to write you back as a great way of building
rela�onships and staying connected.
▷ Youth and Scouting

Who are the youth in your midst? Who among
them are ac�ve in scou�ng? Right now is an
especially good �me to talk with your clergy and
find out about them and get to know them. Just a
phone call of introduc�on is great. Or, consider

invi�ng them to par�cipate in a get-to-know-you
Zoom mee�ng with a few of your Chapter
members. Is your Chapter s�ll wondering how to
a�ract more young people? A gathering like this is
your opportunity to ask them! Learn what they
need and would be willing to support. Tell them
about your important mission work, locally and
globally, through the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.
Ask for their ideas and help. Do you have an Eagle
Scout candidate working on a community project?
Offer your financial support to purchase necessary
items to complete the project or offer to help them
in any other way you can. There may be aspects of
their project that you could assist with and s�ll
maintain social distancing. Just ask!
▷ Veterans Ministry

Consider partnering with veterans organiza�ons
in your community, such as the
American Legion and
Veterans of Foreign Wars
(V.F.W.), to begin
planning now for a
crea�ve and social-
distanced version
of Veterans Day in
November.

For example, your Chapter
may wish to take the lead on preparing simple
cer�ficates of thank you and recogni�on for your
local veterans. These cer�ficates could be mailed or
placed at front doors. You can purchase simple
frames for $1.00 at any of the dollar specialty
stores in your community or you can order frames
in quan��es online.

You and your Chapter could take the lead in
organizing a virtual Zoom commemora�on of
Veterans Day. You could also call veterans from your
church or community, ask them to share their
service-�me experiences with you, and then write
up their stories for your church newsle�er or even

Brotherhood of St. AndrewMission

Things to TryThis Month

M������ (C�������� �� ���� 8)

https://www.brothersandrew.net
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a community newspaper or social
media site. If you have a
residen�al or health
care site in your
community
especially serving
veterans, you and
your Chapter could
arrange to send
cards, notes, flowers, or
treats on Veterans Day along
with a note from your Brotherhood of
St. Andrew men.
▷ Discipleship/Mentoring

All of us, to one degree or another,
have experienced a degree of
isola�on during the COVID-19 crisis.
You and your Chapter could help
answer this need for greater human
connec�on by se�ng up a program of
COVID Buddies. Buddies are assigned
to one another to act as supporters,
encouragers, and listeners as we all
seek to make it through the coming
months of decreased daylight and
even more indoor isola�on. Buddies
could covenant to pray for one
another, study scripture together, or
just provide a word of cheer when it is
especially needed. This type of
program could be limited to those in
your Chapter or expanded to your
whole congrega�on or community. It
is about growing together spiritually
and fulfilling basic human needs for
connec�on and community.
▷ Racial Reconciliation

Racial Reconcilia�on issues and
concerns have never been in the
forefront of society more than right
now. You and your Chapter can make
a real impact by shaping spaces for
conversa�on. What could that mean?

Your Chapter could organize and
publicize a Zoom conference, or a

series of them, to hold
conversa�ons about how
issues related to racial
jus�ce are impac�ng your
community and the country.
In addi�on to crea�ng

opportuni�es to build
construc�ve conversa�on, �mes

of COVID solitude are also good �mes
for each of us to explore some
personal reading around racial
reconcilia�on. A Google search will
yield many good books around the
topic that can help lead to addi�onal
advocacy and ac�on once the COVID-
19 crisis has past.
▷ Recovery

The COVID-19 crisis, and the
isola�on and nega�ve social
condi�ons it has created, has caused
accelerated crisis in the recovery
community. During this cri�cal �me,
most organiza�ons dealing with
recovery are in need of volunteers to
help them stay in conversa�on and
connec�on with those who are
struggling with substance abuse or
addic�on. Could you and the
members of your Chapter help fulfill
an important need like this with those
who are struggling? Contact some
local recovery organiza�ons to find
out what you and your Chapter might
do to help.
▷ Human Trafficking

The United Na�ons Office on Drugs
and Crime has indicated that the crisis
of Human Trafficking has grown even
more serious with the condi�ons
created by the COVID-19 crisis.

Governments around the world are overwhelmed
with COVID issues to the point that a focus on
Human Trafficking is some�mes diminished. In
addi�on, increasingly difficult economic condi�ons
both in the U.S. and around the world are making
women and children much more vulnerable to
traffickers. You and your Chapter can take this
COVID social distancing �me to explore addi�onal
educa�on around the issue and track issues and
legisla�on that may need your support and

advocacy through the United Na�ons or other
human needs organiza�ons. You may also want to
contact your U.S. Congressional representa�ves to
find out specifically what’s happening with this issue
right here in the U.S. and how you and your Chapter
can be suppor�ve of any legisla�on to assist Human
Trafficking vic�ms.

RememberingaHero
Amember of our Brotherhood of St. Andrew has been called home to our Lord. Brother Edwin D.

Woellner Jr, was a foundingmember and first Director of
Chapter 5197S at All Saints of the Desert, Sun City,
Arizona.

BrotherWoellner earned his pilot wings
nearly 78 years ago as the U.S. was training
youngmen duringWorldWar II. A�er
comple�ng flight training in the B-17
heavy bomber, First Lt. EdwinWoellner
was assigned to the 368th Bomber
Squadron on September 22, 1944 in
Thurleigh, England.

On December 29, 1944 First Lt. Woellner was
on amission to bombmarshaling yards at Binger-on-
the Rhine. A�er “bombs away” his B-17 was hit by a flak
shell into the bomb bay area while the doors were open. This started a fire in the center area and radio cabin

which spread quickly through the aircra�. The aircra� took another hit
through the number three engine, causing a spiraling right downward
descent from 24,000 feet. All nine-crewmembers bailed out. First Lt.
Woellner was captured and sent to Stalag Lu� 1 for the rest of the war.

A�er the war, BrotherWoellner stayed in the Air Force and rose to the
rank of Brigadier General and Chief of Staff for the Air Force Reserve.

In January 2000 EdwinWoellner, be�er known as Dave, saw a need for
a strongmen’s ministry at All Saints of the Desert. With three other
members of the congrega�on, they established a Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Chapter. This organiza�on is s�ll the strongest ac�veministry of
the Brotherhood in Arizona.

Get Ready for a
Different Sort
of Thanksgiving

If your Chapter or
church has been
involved in the past with
preparing Thanksgiving
food baskets for families
to pick up, or hos�ng a
community meal for
those who are hungry,
chances are COVID-19
condi�ons will mean the
need for a different take
on your Thanksgiving
mission projects in 2020.

Begin now to gather
your Thanksgiving team
via Zoom or
teleconference and
explore how you can s�ll
provide food to those
who are hungry while
maintaining the safety of
social distancing.
Thanksgiving will be
upon us quickly.

M������ (C�������� ���� ���� 7)

M������ (C�������� ���� ���� 8)

M������ (C�������� �� ���� 9)
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G�� R���� ��� O�� J��� 24-26, 2021
B���������� �� S�. A����� T�������� ��
B�������� MD
L�������: R���� S������
H����, B��������

R��� R���������� L���
I� O��� N��!
��������.����/
������������
Watch for more exci�ng details in the months to come about our
vibrant triennial experience preceding the 80th General Conven�on of
The Episcopal Church. You won’t want to miss this opportunity to
worship, learn, get inspired, and share with Brothers from across the
USA and around the world.

Let Us Hear FromYou! The deadline for our October print edition is
October 1, 2020. Share your stories, photos, and ideaswith us at editor@brothersandrew.net

https://the-cross.shopping/order-form
mailto:admin@brothersandrew.net

