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November 10, 2021

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew
St. Lucia Chapter

My dear brothers in Christ,

One of the first people to follow Jesus and to become part of his movement was a man named Andrew.
This Andrew we now know as “St. Andrew” went and found his brother Peter and he invited Peter to join
him in following this Jesus.

By following this Jesus and his way of love, their lives were changed, and we know from history they helped
to change the world. Following Jesus, his teachings, his example, his way of life and his way of love makes a
profound difference for anyone who does so.

That is what the Brotherhood of St Andrew is about. Its high calling and great task is to raise up men and
boys who, like Andrew of old, will rise up and follow this Jesus and invite othermen and boys to follow this
Jesus as well.

Jesus, who said “A new commandment I give you that you love one another as I have loved you.” Jesus,
who said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointedme to preach good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind. To sit at liberty all who
are oppressed and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”

Jesus, who said, “The son of man came not to be served but to serve. And to give his life a ransom for
many.”

Jesus, who said feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit those in prison and who are sick. “As you did it to
the least of these, who are members of my family, so you did it unto me. “

They lived his way of love as their way of life. And their lives were changed. And the life of the world was
changed.

As an old gospel song says, “It is no secret what God can do – what he did for them he’ll do for you.”

The old hymn, as it was written well over 100 years ago, said it this way:

Rise up, o men of God
have done with lesser things
give heart and soul in mind and strength to serve the king of kings.

I remain

Your brother in Christ,

The Most Rev.Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church



My mind has been swirling with several topics for this
month’s column. After reading a Forward Day by Day
message a few days ago, it struck me that the Holy Spirit was
sending me a message of what to share… two passages came
to mind:

The Widow's Offering (Luke
21:1-4)

Spiritual Gifts and Unity of The
Body (1st Corinthians 12:4-12)

So what does this have to do
with our Brotherhood?

Well, just like the parts of the body described in that
letter from Paul to the Corinthians, we are such a diverse
ministry of men in so many ways. We are many races, many
age groups, from many different places, backgrounds, and
experiences; exhibiting myriad gifts and skills. And we all have
gifts to offer. Just like the widow’s offering, no gift is too small
or insignificant. In fact, the smallest of gifts are often the most
valuable. Truly it is more blessed to give than to receive.

Our Brotherhood foundational tenets of Prayer, Study,
and Service are the covenants we made when we took our
Brotherhood oath. We recite from our Brotherhood Devotional
Guide at the beginning of every meeting. There’s a reason
they are at the beginning, to remind us. Our keeping a routine
of Daily Prayer, Study of the Word, and the Service of bringing
more men to follow Christ through the church is one of the
unique things that sets us apart from other men’s groups. Our
commitment to those disciplines defines us as a Brotherhood
and keeps us grounded in faith. They are the bonds that we
all share. It is our mantra, unique and distinct to our
Brotherhood. In our grand diversity of membership, we are all
different, yet we are one body. From the largest or oldest
chartered Chapter to the lone Brother-At- Large, from a group
handing out meals to the homeless to an individual Brother
teaching Sunday School, from hosting a large golf tournament
to just one member volunteering at the local hospital… we are
all a part of the body of Christ, equally giving our gifts of time,
talent and treasure to further His kingdom.

We are bonded, we are one.
What gifts can you offer our ministry? For the past two

months you’ve seen messages from me about renewing your
membership pledges. Yes, in order for us to continue the work
we do, we count on, we rely on, your faithful and charitable
financial giving to our overall ministry. The fact that roughly
50% of the Brothers on our rosters have not offered any
financial pledges in the last three years aches my heart. I
continue to ask myself WHY? Such a small gift of less than $1 a
week, yet giving that gift seems so challenging for over half of
our Brothers. And if it has become financially challenging for
some of our members to make that small offering, there are
so many OTHER gifts that could be offered. Serving on our
multiple committees and ministries, helping to write stories
for our Cross and newsletter, creating ideas for social media
or for membership and fund raising drives, volunteering to
make calls to Brothers we have lost touch with… lending your
skills and expertise, even manpower, to help further our
mission.

Let me know how I can help you become more involved.
We all have spiritual gifts to share. No gift of time, talent or
treasure is too small. So many men need our help as we
continue our seven key ministry outreach efforts. The
pandemic has forced many Chapters to meet virtually. Many
Brothers have lost touch with each other. Economic
uncertainty and restricted incomes have left many of our more
senior members vulnerable. But, I pray that, like the widow’s
offering, my Brothers believe in our mission and will give
whatever gifts you can, financially or with your talents and
skills. WE NEED YOU. THE BROTHERHOOD NEEDS YOU.
Together, we can make such a difference. Are you ALL IN? Can
you make that commitment today to uphold the tenets and
help spread our ministry?

We are many parts of the same body. “For as the body is
one and hath many members, and all the members of that one
body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ”
And that’s what’s on my mind…

Conrad
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Conrad Jones
President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
conrad.jones@brothersandrew.net

GIFTS
On My Mind…
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Directly Speaking

TomWelch, Executive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

A TOUGH ROW TO HOE

"Eat something because you have a difficult
road ahead of you." 1 Kings 19:17

A few months back I traveled out of the country
with the intent for two workdays and five days of
complete rest. The result was just the opposite. A
privately funded pilgrimage for me came to pass in
November. Brothers at Holy Trinity Parish in the
Caribbean had been in conversation with me for
nearly three years about planning a trip there. After
a dig through our archives, to the best of my
knowledge a member of our national board had
never spoken from a pulpit there. Now, they want to
come to Louisville soon. I suggested if they make a
trip to do so in autumn. In that part of the world,
people don’t experience a change of seasons like
we do in the USA.

So, on a Sunday I was the guest homilist at Holy
Trinity Church on St. Lucia in the Diocese of the
Windward Islands. Preaching a formal homily is not
in my skill set but that was my assignment. My
remarks included a letter from both our National
President, Conrad Jones, and Presiding Bishop
Curry. In his introduction, the rector, Archdeacon
Glasgow, welcomed me to a “week of rest with a
little work.” After the service, I was his guest at the
rectory. A table had been set on the back porch
such that a dozen of us could sit at the table for
lunch. During a fabulous meal, he leaned over to
me, smiling from ear to ear and in that rich
Caribbean accent to say, “There is seldom rest for a
warrior of Christ.” You will read more about this trip
in a future issue.

In a story from 1 Kings, Elijah had fled for fear of
his life, was tired from all of his efforts to fight
injustice, etc. Yet through all the hard work, he
managed to mentor a young man named Elisha so
that he could carry on when he himself was gone. I
think that’s part of the story we need to recognize.

It’s not that God took Elijah up to Heaven. That was
a big deal, no doubt. To me, what was bigger is the
value of mentoring others even as we struggle
ourselves. Struggle provides opportunity. That is
when both individuals can grow from mentorship.

Is that not what we are to be about, Brothers
Andrew? Mentoring there in St. Lucia is as much of a
challenge as anywhere else. Bringing men and
youth to Christ is something that Chapter is as
passionate about as any Chapter. Mentoring was
something Elijah was about with Elisha. Just as it
was part of God’s plan then for them to bring up the
next generation of leaders in the church, so it is with
us today.

In the NIV that verse from 1 Kings reads “a gentle
whisper” as Elijah hears the voice of God to carry
on. In those times when you are weary of whatever
you face ahead, my prayer for all of us is that God
comes to us in that gentle whisper.

As God does, it may not be as tough a row to hoe
after all.
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A conversation between two neighbors, who
have just come to the realization that their “nice
neighborhood” was now the subject of a type of
incident that previously had not breached the
community boundaries, went something like this:
Neighbor 1: Well, looks like we are part of the real
world after all.

Neighbor 2: Yes, and I think it is time for us to leave.
Neighbor 1: Where you gonna go?
Neighbor 2: I don’t know. Somewhere away from
this (expletive).

Neighbor 1: You find that place, and it’s somewhere I
won’t freeze or starve to death, you let me know
and I will move there with you. But, realistically, I
don’t think you’re gonna find such a place.

The point here—we cannot run from societal
adversities or deviations in community norms.

What we are charged with in the mission to create
the “Beloved Community” is to face these concerns
head on. This is a task to be taken on by each
conscientious member of our community. In the
context of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew, this
means the bringing forth the fruits of our prayer and
study into service.

Our Brotherhood of St. Andrew Racial
Reconciliation Committee is focusing an effort to
further the conversation about racial animus in the
Brotherhood, Episcopal Church, and wider faith
community. We must acknowledge that these
organizations are all microcosms of the country and
the world, with all of the same faults and misgivings.
While engaging in this focus, we are seeking to open
up a wellspring of kinder, gentler, more
compassionate membership of the Brotherhood and
the church and, subsequently, the greater body of
humanity.

We are grounding much of our discussion in the
philosophy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his vision
of the “Beloved Community” calling upon the work of
theologians who have studied his words in the
context of faith tradition. One of the articles we
began with was this one: Martin Luther King’s Vision
of the Beloved Community by Kenneth L. Smith and
Ira G. Zepp, Jr. (Religion Online: moreinfo.news/57y)

Members of the Racial Reconciliation Committee
invite all of our Brotherhood Chapters to read,
reflect, and remember the words of Dr. King not just
on his January commemoration day but throughout
the whole year. Reflect at an upcoming Chapter
meeting—what does it mean for Brothers and other
people of faith to become the “Beloved Community”
Dr. King envisioned? We hope you will share your
reflections with us via editor@brothersandrew.net

WHAT IS THE BELOVED COMMUNITY ENVISIONED BY DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING JR. AND HOW DO WE EMBODY IT?

Submitted by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew Racial Reconciliation Committee
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St. Leonard’s Ministries in Chicago provides
interim housing and supportive services for formerly
incarcerated men (St. Leonard’s House) and women
(Grace House)—see their website slministries.org for
further information.

Each December for the past 20 years, the St.
John’s Napierville Brotherhood Chapter has made
donations of clothing and supplies for St. Leonard’s
House. The parish’s Episcopal Church Women have
done the same for Grace House. They also get
contributions from a nearby Brotherhood Chapter in
Downers Grove, IL. Brotherhood members gather on
a weekend in December to collect these donations
and make a group trip to Chicago to deliver them. It
is a great opportunity for fellowship and gets
everyone in the Christmas spirit. This year, the
leadership at St. Leonard’s greeted the Brotherhood
Chapter and gave them an informative walk-through
of the varied services they provide. Their good work
and commitment uplifted everyone who attended.

In addition to the clothing and supplies, the
Chapter also delivered special Christmas gifts
targeted to give the men spiritual encouragement.
This year that gift included:

• A Holy Bible.
• A greeting card with a Walgreen’s gift card and
an inspirational
Bible verse card. All
were enclosed in a
sealed envelope
and inserted in the
Bible which was
then wrapped with
a red ribbon.

• A toothbrush
donated by a local
dentist.

• All the above were
then put in a gift
bag and tied at the handle with a ribbon and a
card that read, “Merry Christmas – Blessings, the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew”.
The Chapter hoped this special touch gave some

joy and encouragement to the men working hard to
make their way back into society.

The Brotherhood Chapter at the Episcopal
Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in Marietta, GA
(where you get two Saints for the price of one as we
like to say!) meets regularly twice a month for their
Brotherhood time together that includes prayer,
study and activities that the Chapter either has
underway or is planning.

The Chapter (about 50 members on the roster,
about 20 to 30 attending regular meetings) has
been meeting at this church for over 35 years and is
very active. In addition to the regular Brotherhood of
St. Andrew meetings and activities, the membership
has small service groups—four or five members
each—that define specific projects they will address
and complete. The small group environment
provides additional opportunities for Brothers to
engage with each other and live out Brotherhood
principles.

One of our smaller service groups has taken on
the project of supporting the Salvation Army during
the holiday season with the annual bell ringing
activity outside of local merchants. Led by Brother
Tom Mimms, the group first supported this effort in
2020. Twelve Brothers participated this past
year. One of our Brothers, Chuck Matheson, who is

also Diocesan Coordinator for the Diocese of
Atlanta, wrote about his experience with this ministry
and the powerful insights it brought him. Watch the
March digital issue of The Cross, available at
brothersandrew.net, for his personal reflections on
this ministry.

BROTHERS IN MARIETTA, GEORGIA, ENGAGE IN SMALL SERVICE GROUPS

ST. JOHN’S, NAPIERVILLE, ILLINOIS CHAPTER, SERVES CHICAGO ORGANIZATION FOR
FORMERLY INCARCERATED MEN

By Tom Martin, Field Operations Vice-President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
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After a year’s absence, due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Saint Nicholas returned to Holy
Family, Fishers, Indiana, on December 4 to the
delight of young parishioners and their families.
Holy Family’s Brotherhood Chapter hosts an
annual “Breakfast with Saint Nicholas” on the
Saturday nearest the December 6 feast day of
the saint. Chapter members cooked and served
a pancake breakfast for approximately 50
parishioners and visitors. Participants also
enjoyed crafts, games, and music that told the
story of Saint Nicholas. Model railroad
enthusiasts from within the congregation set up
miniature train and village displays for the event.
The highlight of the gathering was the arrival of
Saint Nicholas, who shared the story of his life,
posed for “selfies” with the children, and handed
out gold chocolate coins.

Two weeks after the breakfast, Holy Family’s
Brothers were back in the kitchen, cooking and
serving a spaghetti dinner for volunteers who
had earlier greened the church for the
upcoming Christmas season.

LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
The deadline for our March 2022 issue is February 27, 2022..

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger
and Amazon will donate a portion of your
purchases to the Brotherhood.

SAINT NICHOLAS GETS BACK ON TRACK AT HOLY FAMILY, FISHERS, INDIANA
By Bob Murray, Holy Family, Fishers, Indiana, Brotherhood Chapter

Saint Nicholas poses
with children during the
annual Breakfast with
Saint Nicholas at Holy
Family, Fishers, IN.

Model railroad
displays
delight
children and
adults during
the Breakfast
with Saint
Nicholas,
hosted by Holy
Family’s
Brotherhood
Chapter.



8

Don't make this your last issue of The Cross!
Communication to our Brotherhood members, especially during these times of pandemic isolation, is

vital to our fellowship. Increasing our social media presence, biweekly emails of our NEW e-newsletter,
national monthly webinars on Zoom, digital copies of The Cross each month, and increased frequency of
printed and mailed issues of The Cross are table stakes this year for our ministry. Our Communication
Committee, at the direction of your Executive Board, moved to increase to six printed and mailed copies of
The Cross this year, especially since we don’t have email addresses for nearly 40% of our members.

Today, we mail out nearly 5,000 copies of our print The Cross to all Brothers on our national roster. Due
to the rising costs of paper, printing, production and mailing, and our limited budget, your Board has
decided that, after this issue, we will continue to email digital copies every month to those we have email
addresses for, but will be limited to only printing and mailing issues every two months to those Brothers
who have met their financial pledge in 2020, 2021 and/or 2022, as well as our Life Members.

If you have not yet made your pledge commitment for 2022, please don’t let this be your last printed
Cross edition. Use our easy online payment option on our website brothersndrew.net or mail in a check
using the address on page seven. Remember, it’s so easy to set up a monthly payment of $5 or more
using PayPal! And your tax-deductible financial support of our Brotherhood supports our seven ministry
areas and our mission to bring men and youth to Christ. Over 25% of your pledge dollars go directly to our
ministry budgets.

Help us continue this ministry of and for men. Pray for the work we do as Brothers. And, don't let this
be your last mailed issue of The Cross.

Go in Peace,
Brother Conrad Jones


