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Ever heard of an identity crisis? I’m sure you
have… it’s that period of uncertainty and confusion in
which a person or organization’s sense of identity
becomes insecure, hence the term “crisis.” Often,
this comes about because of changes to routine or
legacy behaviors. Whew… I don’t know about you,
but that uncertainly has been the case for me these
past two years since COVID pounced on the scene!
And, to a certain extent, I would say it is also the
case for our Brotherhood.
• Changes in key management, ownership, and

structure
• New technology replacing an old way of doing

things
• Intentional expansion into new territories and

demographics (such as a younger generation)
• Offering new services like monthly webinars and

resources
• New or changing partnerships and associations

And, although some Brothers may experience a
sense of angst because of these changes, we must
remember that we HAVE NOT CHANGED our
Organizational Identity! Organizations, if they last
long enough, experience seasons where renovating
identity is crucial. This is a good thing. What our
Brotherhood stands for, or why we exist, may seem
obvious to you or me, but it needs routine upkeep to
ensure everyone shares a cohesive vision.
Cementing our organization’s mission, vision, and
values is essential to new and continued success.

WHO ARE WE?
WHY DO WE EXIST?
HOW DO WE SHARE THAT VISION BEYOND
OURSELVES?

I’ll get to those answers shortly, but first I’ll share
with you a short story… I am sitting on a recent Zoom
call for our Members At Large and the “general
conversation” that was happening sparked within
me that secure, comfortable feeling I had missed
from my old Chapter meetings. And even though it
was technically “virtual” I still felt that bond of
Brotherhood, that security of being able to share my
faith with other men of faith, that energy of wanting

to go out and tell other men about this wonderful
thing called “The Brotherhood.” I wanted to BE LIKE
ANDREW! And it struck me… that is what WE ARE
ABOUT! That’s WHO WE ARE! That’s WHY WE
EXIST!

So, although we have been through MANY
changes to our routines these past two years, our
mission and ministry has stayed firm. We hold fast to
our disciplines of Prayer, Study and Service. We look
for opportunities to LEAD LIKE ANDREW and reach
out to men who need a fellowship of Christian men
while facing the challenges of today’s world. It is our
calling, collectively and individually, to reach out to
other men and youth and bring them closer to
Christ.

The next several months give us unparalleled
opportunity to walk that journey. Partnering with the
Presiding Bishop’s office on Evangelism, we will
launch a video series for individual viewing or to use
in Chapter meetings. In fact, Canon Jerusalem Greer
will have introduced the series on our national
webinar March 2, and, by the time you are reading
this, we will have posted that intro on our website.
After watching the intro 20 minute video I’m sure
you will share my excitement about awakening our
evangelism activity to LEAD LIKE ANDREW. We also
have been asked by the Presiding Bishop’s office to
partner as “Prayer Warriors” with daily prayers
provided to us for posting on our website, social
media, and emails as we pray for the “Revival”.
coming through the church as we approach the
General Convention in July.

So, I would not come close to saying we have an
“identity crisis” with The Brotherhood. I see
opportunities abounding for us to change the way
we do things and the ways we carry forth our
ministry, vision, and purpose. But this NEVER
changes: “we dedicate ourselves anew to the
purpose of The Brotherhood, the spread of Christ’s
Kingdom, especially among men and youth, not by
our might but by the power of God’s Spirit.”

We ARE The Brotherhood of St. Andrew!
And that’s what’s on my mind,

Conrad
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Conrad Jones
President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
conrad.jones@brothersandrew.net

WHO ARE WE?
On My Mind…
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Directly Speaking

TomWelch, Executive Director
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

WISE GUYS

“Happy is the man who finds wisdom, and the
man who gains understanding; For her proceeds
are better than the profits of sliver, and her gain
than fine gold.” -Proverbs 3: 13-14 (NKJV)

Do you
remember the
“Rubik’s Cube?
Tens of millions of
us spent hour upon
hour with that
fascinating little
cube trying to get
all the colors to
match on one side. I
remember contests
to see who could
do it fastest. I’m not
sure I ever won that
game. I don’t
believe it was
wisdom or
knowledge that
made one
successful at it. It may have rested more on
intelligence and strategy more than anything else?

Early in my career a mentor of mine said that
Proverbs was the best book on business ethics ever
published. Many times during the year I come back
to that book of just 31 chapters for insight as I
wrestle with things. On occasion I came to it simply
too late. It’s then I find myself being the “Monday
morning quarterback” ... when it is perfectly clear.

As we move on out of the pandemic and return
to expanding our evangelism tenants of prayer,
study, and service we must seek wise, righteous
counsel as we do. I believe that counsel is most
essential, most effective when we appear quietly at
the foot of the cross. We must truly become quiet
and still if we want to listen for the wisest One.

Yes, we have new Chapters forming. Yes, we
have members renewing dues for the first time in a
while. And, yes, we have lost some members both
literally and figuratively during the pandemic. We
lost nearly a dozen brothers in one Chapter over a

period of three months due to the pandemic. With
all of that, we face new challenges.

Through it all, God is with us. Wisdom tells us that
there are times when we must pause and let God be

God rather than us trying
to be a God. Wisdom
tells us we may not win
every fight, but we will
know what’s worth
fighting for. Wisdom tells
us not to be afraid of
sudden terror. Wisdom
tells us not to envy the
oppressor. Wisdom tells
us God blesses the
inhabitants of the just.
God’s wisdom eclipses
ours every single time.

Wisdom has shown
me Brothers Andrew is
not a business. Rather,
we are a ministry. We are

a ministry of men, for men and youth specifically, but
the larger church corporate as well. In mid-February
I saw it when I visited in-person with brothers from
two Chapters in Florida. These Chapters are heavily
engaged in service. One Chapter’s parish is even
about to build an additional campus over a dozen
miles north of their present home. They aren’t
abandoning the original site. It’s been there for
nearly 200 years. They’ve identified a need for
people interested in our Anglican/Episcopal
traditions and will be the only such church for miles
around when they open. Both campuses will thrive
rather than one of them dying. Praise the Lord!

Further, we have women, both lay and ordained,
who want us to succeed. I can see that from the
phone calls, Zoom meetings and Zoom calls I’ve had
with them during these recent months. They know
we are an essential element of not only church
survival, but also for God’s church to thrive. We must
act is a thoughtful, pro-active ministry. When we do,
the “business” will take care of itself.

Almost three years ago I met with a group of women at Christ Church, Covington, Louisiana, immediately
following the parish hosting the diocesan council/convention. They had a booth next to ours at their

Continued on page 7.
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DAWSON SPRINGS SCHOOL IS THE ONLY ONE THEY
HAVE EVER KNOWN

Dawson Springs School sits upon a hill in the middle of the
small town like a steward shepherding over the community. It
serves as the developmental center of academics, nurturing,
growth, and love. The small school houses about 400 children
from pre-school through high school. For many of the people
of Dawson Springs, Kentucky this school is the only one
they’ve ever known.

On Friday December 10, 2021 around 10 p.m., a massive
tornado outbreak ravaged the western reaches of Kentucky.
One of the massively powerful cyclones was a direct hit on
the small, tight-knit community of Dawson Springs. Without

warning, the school upon the hill was called into action.
Without hesitation, it transformed from a place for education
into a hospital, triage unit, safe-haven, center-for-tears, and
shelter. Thirteen people from the immediate community —
sons and daughters of Dawson Springs School — died that
night. Many more were injured. The library of the school
quickly became an ER. Blood soaked into the carpets, which
remained stained some three weeks later. School sports

uniforms were used as tourniquets. Overnight, chaos and
darkness consumed the school, the people, the entire being
of the little town.

75% OF THE HOMES IN DAWSON SPRINGS WERE
COMPLETELY DESTROYED.

When the sun rose on Saturday morning, darkness
remained. The people were left to assess damages, search for
loved ones, and mourn the destruction. Dawson Springs
School remained the haven for shelter. It was left physically
unharmed from the tornadoes, but the emotional wounds run
deep. About one hundred yards away, where a majority of the
town’s housing was once located, is now an area rift with
physical, emotional, and spiritual devastation. The destruction
is significant, as an estimated 75% of the homes in Dawson
Springs were completely destroyed. Seventeen of the faculty
and staff at the school lost their homes entirely.

HELP CAME IN A MYRIAD OF WAYS... PROVIDING
CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO LITTLE CHILDREN.

Outreach response was significant and immediate from all
over the nation. Churches, governments, outreach groups,
linemen, and more swarmed many of the areas of western
Kentucky to help in a myriad of ways. One of those ways was
providing Christmas gifts to little children. Truckloads of toys,
bikes, books, and more descended upon Dawson Springs and
were distributed to the kids. A true Christmas blessing to all
who received them.

As a native Kentuckian — living in South Carolina for
nearly two decades now — I still have a heart and fondness
for my homeland. Upon hearing stories and seeing images of
the devastation, the need to respond grew strongly. My wife,
Jessica — also a native Kentuckian — and I knew we wanted
to help in some way.In her wisdom, Jessica suggested
providing Christmas gifts to teenagers in the area. So, with
the blessing and financial generosity of St. John’s Parish

BLESSED ARE THE STEWARDS, FOR THEY SHALL PROVIDE SHELTER —
A PASTORAL VISIT TO TORNADO RAVAGED WESTERN KENTUCKY

The Rev. Jeremy Shelton, Associate Rector; St. John’s Parish Church, Johns Island, SC
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Church as well as friends, family, and the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew, our family left Johns Island and headed to Dawson
Springs on December 27.

DRIVING THROUGH THE TOWN WAS LIKE DRIVING
THROUGH A THEATER OF SADNESS AND CARNAGE.

We arrived to a community that had been shaken beyond
its core. The devastation was so much worse than we
imagined. Driving in on the Western Kentucky Parkway, we
began to see debris in the treetops five to six miles outside
of town. Clothing, linens, bags, and even sheet metal
adorned the upper branches like unwanted Christmas
decorations. Driving through the town was like driving
through a theater of sadness and carnage. One of the first
massive piles of debris — leftover homes — contained the
remnants of children’s playthings. An immediate reminder of
the generational impact of these storms.

THE BEGINNING OF A SENSE OF NORMALCY.
Upon making our way up the hill to Dawson Springs

School, we found our way into the gymnasium, which was
being used as a storehouse for goods like bottled water,
clean towels, and paper products as recently as the previous
day. But this day was the return of the Dawson Springs

Panthers basketball teams to practice. The beginning of a
sense of normalcy. We met coaches Mickey and Skylar,
along with the rest of the boys’ team. Three of those
teenagers lost their homes entirely. We introduced
ourselves, asked about them, listened to them, prayed for
them, and gave them gift cards as late Christmas presents. A
couple of hours later we were able to meet with coach
Amanda and the girls basketball team who also resumed
practice that day. All of the gifts were met with joy,
appreciation, tears, hugs, and handshakes.

ALL OF ST. JOHN'S GIFTS WERE MET WITH JOY, 
APPRECIATION, TEARS, HUGS, AND HANDSHAKES.

Over the next days, we listened to stories from many of 
the people in Dawson Springs. We prayed with them. We 
cried with them. It will take years for this community to heal 
from the trauma they experienced on December 10, 2021. 
The greatest ongoing need for the community of Dawson 
Springs, and all of western Kentucky is counseling. They have 
experienced incredible trauma; rebuilding will take years, 
clean-up is ongoing. The recovery and restoration is a long-
term process in which we all can be involved. Prayer is an 
essential aspect; please keep the people of western 
Kentucky in your prayers.

In Isaiah chapter 40, the prophet proclaims God’s favor —
even in the midst of the destruction of Jerusalem — that God 
alone will bring comfort to the people, will speak tenderly to 
the people, will provide justice for the people. As our tears 
flow, the servant of all mankind, Jesus, provides comfort and 
peace. Though our tears flow, they flow from the eyes of 
people who possess hope. Hope that restoration will come.

This is the hope provided by Jesus in Revelation 7, “they 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the sun shall 
not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide 
them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every 
tear from their eyes.”

St. John’s Parish Church, Servant’s Heart Disaster 
Relief, and Anglican Relief and Development Fund (ARDF) 
have all committed to providing sustainable help for years to 
come. If you would like to join in any of these efforts, please 
reach out to Fr. Jeremy Shelton at St. John’s Parish Church, 
Stephen Haynesworth at Servant’s Heart, or ARDF directly. 
Together, we can be the light of Christ to a people in need.

As Dawson Springs School sits upon the hill overlooking 
the town, my prayer is for it to be a beacon of hope, a 
lighthouse of Jesus Christ, to the lost and hopeless — those 
who have been forced off course by storms — because we 
know that a city set upon a hill cannot be hidden.

Much work remains to be done. To offer your financial 
help or volunteerism throughout the long recovery, please 
visit the websites below and designate "KY Relief" when 
donating:

https://stjohnsparishchurch.com/give
https://ardf.org/relief

Please continue to pray for all who were impacted by the 
tornadoes and all who are assisting them.

Our contributing author, The Rev. Jeremy Shelton is 
the wife of Brotherhood of St. Andrew Support Staff 
Specialist Jessica Shelton.
PHOTOS: STJOHNSPARISHCHURCH.COM/BLOG/2022/01/08/PASTORAL-VISIT-TO-TORNADO-RAVAGED-WESTERN-KENTUCKY

https://stjohnsparishchurch.com/blog/2022/01/08/pastoral-visit-to-tornado-ravaged-western-kentucky
https://www.episcopalky.org/disaster.html
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FIRST BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER IN RHODE ISLAND IS FORMED
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Field Operations Vice-President Tom Martin recently installed the first
Brotherhood Chapter in the state of Rhode Island at Trinity Episcopal Church in North Scituate.

VALRICO, FLORIDA BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER INSTALLS NEW MEMBERS AND A
TREASURER

The Holy Innocents Parish Chapter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew in Valrico, Florida, recently
installed three new members and a new Treasurer.

Thirteen Brothers desired to become a part of the
Brotherhood after a few months of Zoom meetings
and discussions about the Brotherhood and the
value it brings to the individual, the congregation,
and the clergy.

Chris Picozzi is the Chapter director, Rich Shurtlef
is the Chapter vice director, and both will help guide
the efforts of the new group. The Rev. Johanna
Marcure, Rector, has been a very active part of the
formation and eagerness to have this Chapter
installed and to begin the work of the Brotherhood.

Phillip Masquelette, a member of this Chapter
who is also the Diocesan Coordinator for this
diocese and working with the bishop located in
Providence, RI about 11 miles away, will facilitate
future Brotherhood efforts in the diocese.

Tom Martin will be their Chapter Sponsor and will
attend their meetings via Zoom, visit them
periodically, and generally support them as they
begin their Brotherhood journey. Many thanks to
former Brotherhood President Jeff Butcher who
began the effort to make this happen several months
ago.

This installation was supported by other Brotherhood members
and attended by Leo Dugger, Vice-President of Province IV from
Gainesville and Tom Martin, Brotherhood Field Operations Vice
President and President of Province IV from Atlanta, Georgia.

Chris Hagman, Chapter Director, said, “Our men were very
impressed and grateful for the support shown by Leo Dugger and
Tom Martin. Truly, they demonstrated much caring, and these
Brothers traveled extra miles to be there. We were so glad to
meet Tom in person after he had facilitated a Lead Like Jesus
series with our Chapter over the summer.”

Following the Sunday morning service, there was a party at
Edward Medard Park hosted by the Chapter. Food, fun, and
fellowship were enjoyed by all. Special thanks to Chris Hagman,
Chapter Director to The Reverend Bryan O'Carroll, Holy Innocents
Rector.
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If your Chapter is looking for a meaningful way to
contribute to the spiritual life of your parish you
might want to consider faith chests. February 2022
marks the fifth year the Brotherhood has made faith
chests and faith chest kits available to our Chapters,
having delivered them to Chapters across the
country.

Faith chests are simple wooden chests given to
baptismal candidates at the time of their baptism.
Prior to the baptism, the congregation is invited to
contribute small gifts such as cards, poems or other
gifts to show their support for the newly- baptized
Christian. When we attend a service that includes a
baptism, we swear to support that person’s walk
with Christ, but, with the exception of family
members and Godparents, we seldom have an
opportunity to do so. Brothers are encouraged to
speak with their rector about how this loving and
meaningful practice might fit in to the fabric of their
individual parish. Most clergy see this as a
wonderful addition to the celebration of a baptism.

Each chest is 9.25” x 9.25” x 16”, a size intended
to accommodate the participation of most size
parishes. The chests are finished in hand-rubbed
linseed oil and wax polish with brass hardware. The
original size of the chests was 22” wide, which
proved to be a little too big so the width was
dropped to 16”. Finished chests, as well as ready-to
assemble kits, which are designed to be assembled
with simple hand tools, are available.

Typically, as
the practice of
giving faith
chests grows in
each parish,
the
contributions to
the chests
grow from a
few small gifts
to overflowing.

Regardless of the contents, the presentation of the
box is the most meaningful part of the process. The
hope is that, as time goes by, the chest will be a
reminder to the person and the family of that person
that they are not alone, that they are members of the
Body of Christ, a body that includes every Christian.

The faith chests are intended for Brothers
Andrew. All orders must include a valid Chapter
number. Plans and order forms for the faith chests
can be found on the Brotherhood of St. Andrew web
site under www.brothersandrew.net/Resources. To
order, simply print the form out, order what you want,
and send the form and a check to the Brotherhood
national office. Please allow five business days for
delivery of the kits and eight business days for the
finished chests. If you have any questions please
contact George Booth at gaboothjr@aol.com.

BROTHERHOOD FAITH CHESTS ADD SPECIAL MEANING TO THE SACRAMENT OF
HOLY BAPTISM

WISE GUYS

By George Booth, Brotherhood Assistant Diocesan Coordinator, Florida

Continued from page 3.

convention. You would have thought they were a
bunch of investigative reporters. Very kind in their
approach, mind you, but FULL of questions. They
wanted to know more about our ministry. We had
a Chapter initially chartered there in 1920, but it
had gone into hibernation in the last several years.
Last month on Sunday, February 20, 17 men stood
before the congregation to commit their lives to
our tenants of prayer, study and service. The
Chapter is back! My thanks to Tom Martin, Field
Operations Vice President, for his time there that
weekend moving their hearts to action.

So, I am reminded we can be more than trying
to solve the obstacles to success in record time.
We can lean into the wisdom of God more intently.
Where are those spots in your life where you need
to lean into the great Wisdom? What if you don’t
like what you hear? As for me, I am not going to be

the who thinks he is all-knowing. Rather I am going
to let the Wise One in on every circumstance that
comes before me, be still, and know that He is
God. All the while, waging compassion
relentlessly,

In His Name,
Tom Welch
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
The deadline for our April 2022 issue is March 27, 2022..

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger
and Amazon will donate a portion of your
purchases to the Brotherhood.

GIVE THE GIFT OF A MEMBERSHIP TO THE BROTHERHOOD
OF ST. ANDREW FOR ONLY $50! A GREAT WAY TO
SUPPORT EPISCOPAL AND ANGLICAN MEN’S MINISTRY

CONSIDER A LIFE MEMBERSHIP
FOR YOURSELF OR TO HONOR
A CHERISHED FRIEND
LIFE MEMBERSHIPS ARE $1,000
CONTACT THE BROTHERHOOD
NATIONAL OFFICE FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

REMEMBER THE
BROTHERHOOD OF ST.
ANDREW IN YOUR ESTATE
PLANS
CONTACT THE BROTHERHOOD
NATIONAL OFFICE IF YOU WOULD
LIKE MORE INFORMATION OR
ASSISTANCE.

(Note: The Brotherhood of St. Andrew office will be delighted to acknowledge your membership gift with your recipient.)

For Yourself…

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone
E-mail
Your Church Name

For a Friend…

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone
E-mail
Their Church Name

GO TO BROTHERSANDREW.NET/
ANNUALMEMBERSHIPRENEWAL
TO JOIN OR FILL OUT AND RETURN
THIS FORM WITH A CHECK TO:

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
620 S. 3rd Street Suite 203
Louisville KY 40202




