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I’ve recently been thinking about the term “covenant.” Perhaps it’s
because the term gets used in so many different ways these days, but the
deep meaning dates back to at least the Old Testament times. It’s not a
word that gets a lot of use in our world today, except when there are
contracts and governing documents (like perhaps your homeowners
association!).

Technically, a covenant by definition is a solemn, binding arrangement
between two parties and entails a variety of responsibilities, benefits and
penalties depending on the specific covenant which is being referenced.
Almost 100 years ago, Andrew Murray, motivated by a waning
understanding regarding the truth and power inherent in the Biblical truth
of covenant wrote that…”One of the words of Scripture, which is almost
going out of fashion, is the word 'Covenant'. There was a time when it was
the keynote of the theology and the Christian life of strong and holy men.
We know how deep in Scotland it entered into the national life and thought.
It made mighty men to whom God, and His promise and power, were
wonderfully real. It will be found still to bring strength and purpose to those
who will take the trouble to bring all their life under control of the inspiring
assurance that they are living in covenant with a God who has sworn
faithfully to fulfill in them every promise they have been given.”

Wow, how powerful is that? It will be found still to bring strength
and purpose to those who will take the trouble to bring all their life
under control of the inspiring assurance that they are living in
covenant with a God who has sworn faithfully to fulfill in them every
promise He has given.

Biblically, a covenant is a sacred agreement between God and God’s
children. God sets specific conditions and promises to bless us as we obey
these conditions. Making and keeping covenants qualifies us to receive the
blessings God has promised. Old Testament covenants were made between
God and man (Examples- God with Noah - Genesis 6:18, with Abram
- Genesis 15:18) or between men (Abraham and Abimelech - Genesis 21:27,
Isaac and Abimelech - Genesis 26:28, Jacob and Laban - Genesis 31:44).

One of the best-known texts from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer is
the Baptismal Covenant. We often refer to it by title—“Our Baptismal
Covenant calls us to work for justice and peace,” or “the Baptismal
Covenant makes us all evangelists” with the expectation that our audience
knows exactly what we mean. The commitments we make in the last three
questions summarize what it means to be Christian and I suspect they have
been the basis of many a sermon series or Lenten study.

Q: Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in
Christ?

A: I will, with God’s help.
Q: Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as

yourself?

A: I will, with God’s help.
Q: Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect

the dignity of every human being?
A: I will, with God’s help.
As a Brotherhood, we are a COVENANT COMMUNITY. One very important

component in the process of covenant making and living out your covenant
in community includes acknowledging our connection and commonalities. In
a community, there is recognition of each individual's relatedness and
interdependence with one another. In a covenant community, members
support each other, worship together, and provide the guidance each
person needs to strengthen their faith. So, isn’t that exactly what we are
SUPPOSED to be? Is it what we ARE? As we became members of this
covenant community, we all took the same oath:

•“Do you acknowledge and reaffirm the promise and vows made at your
Baptism that pledged you to love and help your neighbor in the name of
Jesus Christ until your life’s end?”
•“Will you work faithfully to fulfill the objectives and disciplines of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew?”
Simply put, we are a community of faithful men with commonalities and

connections. We are dependent on each other for support. We have a
common purpose which is much broader than our individual interests or
even our Chapters’ agendas. We are a community of men, a fellowship of
Brothers committed to bringing more men and youth to Christ through the
church. We have a roster of nearly 5,000 of our Brothers in the USA, but
sadly less than 50% of us support our mission and ministry through a
financial donation. I’ve heard it asked, “What do I get for my $50 annual
pledge?” My answer to that is “What are you GIVING to our covenant
community?” If you believe in our ministry and mission, then be a part of it,
not from the sidelines, but an ACTIVE part of this community. Renew your
pledges, volunteer for a committee, evangelize, pray, study scripture with
your Brothers and serve humankind with the Holy Spirit in your heart. Our
world needs us, our churches need us, other men need us, and our youth
need us. Be “all in” for our covenant community.

And that’s what’s on my mind….
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COVENANT COMMUNITY
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REMARKS TO THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF
THE BROTHERHOOD OF SAINT ANDREW’S ROBERT HUNT SHRINE
JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA, JUNE 11, 2022

For this month's "Directly Speaking" I have included remarks made at the 100th Anniversary of Brotherhood involvement with the Hunt Shrine in Jamestown, Virginia.

Directly Speaking

First, let me bring greetings to you today on behalf of the 30th National
President of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, Brother Conrad Jones of
Hertford, NC. He is here in his home state of Virginia today. However, he
cannot be with us as he is with his family for the memorial service of his
mother. May we offer a silent moment of prayer for his family…. For Brother
Conrad, the entire national board of directors servant team, and all of us in
the Brotherhood, I am blessed to be here on their behalf.

My thanks to Province III President Brother Greg Evans and Diocesan
Coordinator Brother James Grinstead for 16 months of planning and
discussions leading to this moment. Today we are gathered to commemorate
an event in the 17th century, another in the 19th century, another from early
in the 20th century, and—lastly—bringing the good news of Christ in the 21st
century.

First, let’s look to the courage of The Rev. Robert Hunt who, in the days
of his 38th year in 1607, lit the candle of the church’s voice in the Colony of
Virginia. He celebrated one of the first Anglican Eucharists anywhere in the
Colonies.

Captain John Smith… remember him from your history lessons? THE
Captain Smith called The Rev. Hunt the “honest, religious and courageous
divine.” Since the age of 26, Robert had a nice gig as vicar of Healthfield
County in Sussex, England starting in 1594. He was not without difficulties in
his family life there. It led to his leaving all that he knew to be chaplain at
this fort in the Colonies. Think about it for a minute. Robert Hunt had the
courage to do what had never been done in that century.

Fast forward to the late 19th century. Courage struck again at St. James
Cathedral in Chicago when a group of twelve men, led by a layman of the
church, businessman and Congressman James Houghteling, responded to
the wind of the Holy Spirit as he and these others prayed on how to provide
mentorship to a struggling segment of God’s children. From that the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew was born. Their mission was to bring the gospel
of Christ through prayer and study, lived out through service to “the least of
these.” In this case it was the homeless men and youth of the community.

Just last month I made my first and only pilgrimage to the “Brotherhood
Chapel” in the sub-street level of the cathedral in Chicago. It was there that
my small group held a Eucharist. I held the Houghteling chalice, consecration
date engraved in 1886. Holy moments in a holy space. I learned from a
member of the altar guild there that he only uses that chalice on the Feast
Day of St. Andrew and very specific, special occasions.

The courage of those 19th century men gathering in the Chapel at St.
James Cathedral eventually led to this men’s ministry giving birth to The
Daughters of the King in 1886, plus the growth of the ministry in Africa, the
Caribbean, Japan, and throughout Asia.

The courage to answer the wind of the Holy Spirit with a daily devotional
guide for the whole church led to the birth of the Forward Day by Day
Movement early in the 20th century. Brothers Andrew had an essential part
in that.

Courage and vision struck again among our ranks to participate in the
birth of this shrine, completed and dedicated 100 years ago, on this very
day, June 11, 1922. Mind you they had just lived through the Spanish Flu, our
first national pandemic. May we take another moment to remember our
Brothers who made that happen? Do you feel their spirit among us today? I
pray so.

Now, to all the 21st century beautiful children of God gathered here
today and our membership around the country, this is my charge to you.

We need courage in this chapter of the 21st century. Courage to let
differences fortify meaningful friendships rather than to fracture them.
Courage to let diversity embrace our weakness and/or inability in
understanding so that we build community. NOW is no time to make the
table of Christ, altars like this, smaller. We must make them larger with room
for ALL God’s people. I charge you with courage to bring civility BACK to
public policy and discourse. Courage to look for the eyes of Christ through
the eyes of others as different from us as we can possibly imagine. Courage
to listen to the silent cry from our youth and young adults asking for
mentorship as they struggle to find “the way, the truth and the life” in a
form or fashion that resonates to their very core in the here and now. It’s the
truth of the 21st century Living God.

To my fellow members in the Brotherhood, YOU are the “oaks of
righteousness in truth” to provide shade and shelter to a 21st century world
reeling in a chaos none of us have seen in our lives before. We men are the

100th Anniversary - continued on page 9
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MUSTARD SEED PLANTING WITH A 4-YEAR
JUNIOR BROTHERHOOD MEMBERSHIP

THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
FOR THE SPREAD OF CHRIST’S KINGDOM AMONG MEN AND YOUTH

FOUNDED 1883
Updated 202110V2

The Discipline of Prayer is to pray Daily for the spread of Christ’s
Kingdom Among men, especially youth, and for God’s blessing
on the labors of the Brotherhood.

The Discipline of Service is to make continuous efforts, week by
week, to bring others nearer to Christ through His Church.

The Discipline of Study is to study the Holy Scriptures regularly
and the teachings of the Church to attain an
Understanding of how to Follow Christ and bring others to Him.

4 year Junior Membership: $40.00.

**This membership is given by: _____________________________________________________ to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for your High School graduation.
Please complete all fields:
Name___________________________________________________ Email Address______________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone_________________________________________ Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) __________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________________ City__________________________________________________ State_____________ Zip________________________
I hereby apply for admission as a Junior Member of the BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW, and I promise to try, by God’s help, to follow the Disciplines of Prayer, Study and
Service of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew according to the vows made at my baptism and accepted at my confirmation.

Diocese ______________________________ Signed ____________________________________

Parish _______________________________ Date _______________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

City _______________________________________________________________________________

State & Zip ________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor __________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO:
THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW, INC.
620 S. 3rd Street, Suite 203, Louisville, KY 40202
Phone (502) 450-5640
Email: info@brothersandrew.net
Web Site: www.brothersandrew.net

(Chapter Member Only)

I’m interested in learning more and/or assisting
with the following ministries:

Youth & Scouting ____
Prison Ministry ____
Veterans Ministry ____
Racial Reconciliation ____

Recovery ____
Discipleship/Mentoring ____
Social Justice ____

Honor each of your graduating high school seniors with a
forty-dollar gift subscription to both membership and The
Cross. This would provide a four year “Jr. Brotherhood

Member Scholarship” until such time as the brother becomes a young adult. Then,
wherever their career takes them they can join a chapter or become a “member-at-
large” on their own with a Senior Membership.

To complete a Junior Brotherhood Membership, go to the application link
(moreinfo.news/Jr-Membership) to download the application, fill it out and sign,
write a check for $40 payable to Brotherhood of St. Andrew/National Office and
mail the membership application to us. What better way to grow membership than
gifting every young man this invitation to evangelism?

APPLICATION FOR JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP

mailto:info@brothersandrew.net
https://www.brothersandrew.net
https://moreinfo.news/Jr-Membership
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STILL
STREAMING?
GETTING BACK TO CHURCH
“LIVE AND IN PERSON” TO
STRENGTHEN TIES WITH
YOUR BROTHERS

Hello? Yes, you there, behind your laptop, tablet, or phone,
a Brother still continuing to stream the Sunday liturgy.

Live streaming worship during the pandemic changed us in
amazing ways. Suddenly, our virtual congregation grew and
extended to distant cities or states. With the archiving option,
we realized we could sleep in, stop by our grandchildren’s
Sunday morning soccer games, drive by Starbucks, and still
dip in on church later. And, frankly, we may have gotten in the
habit of treating church a bit like a banquet, where all of our
favorite foods were being served and all we had to do was link
in and partake. With just one or two keystrokes, perhaps we
became captivated by a large parish with top-notch liturgy and
strong production values, making our own small parish
seeming to pale in comparison—all the while experiencing it in
our bathrobe and without a real sense of responsibility for
things like tithes and offerings. After all, we were just sort of
anonymously “visiting.”

Streaming is great for those among us who continue to
need it for health, safety, security, eldercare, child care, or
transportation issues. But, as a Brother who has a commitment
to connection and evangelism, perhaps it is time to really
consider showing up “on ground” once more.

So what’s keeping you away from your parish—and the
opportunities to connect in person with your Brothers and
others?

“I am immune compromised. Though things are supposed
to be safer now, I still am frightened about taking the risk.”

Talk it over with your doctor, gather information,
realistically assess your current risk, and seek your physician’s
recommendations for mitigating that risk. Don’t apologize to
anyone if you are feeling the need to wear a mask, social
distance, or take other precautions. Talk with your clergy
about your safety concerns, knowing others may share those
concerns. Lead in helping ensure your parish is committed to
safety.

“My habits really changed during the pandemic. It is
frankly hard now for me to get up early, get everyone ready,
drive to church, search for a parking spot, and get into
church in time. As much as I hate to admit it, what I once did
routinely every week is just very exhausting for me now.”

Fair enough. We’re all feeling some weariness and have
had our share of experiences getting out of our routine. So,
forgive yourself. Cut your family some slack. Ease back into it.
Start out with going to church once every couple of weeks
until you can get re-energized and feel more grounded and
comfortable getting back into your old routine.

“Two of my dearest friends in the parish died of COVID. I
just can’t bear to walk back in there and experience those
empty spots in the pews.”

You are grieving. Chances are other parishioners are, too.
Why not lead in talking with your clergy about offering a
special service or other memorial activity away from the
church building, simply to help give everyone an opportunity
to move toward some healing? Give voice to your grief and let
others share their grief with you. Be as transparent about what
you are feeling as possible. Eventually, you may find some
comfort in returning to the familiar community found inside
your church building.

“I just got out of the habit of Sunday morning church
attendance. I really enjoy doing some of those other Sunday
morning things people do, like watch the kids play sports or
get an early tee time. Maybe I should feel really badly about
that but I don’t.”

OK—there it is. You’re thinking it and you said it. This one
seems to call for some compromise. Maybe ease back into the
Sunday morning church experience a week or two a month
until you can get back into it in a way that you feel
comfortable. Pray about the decisions before you and
remember the key re-entry word here is compromise. By the
way, as much as you may love Sunday morning sports, there
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By Jeff Butcher, President Emeritus, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
The men’s ministry community through the Brotherhood of

St. Andrew is proud to be a part of Project Twelve. Project
Twelve is a network of passionate, creative leaders from many
backgrounds that have come together to identify, create, and
promote effective ministries with men.

The most recent creation of the Project Twelve team is
Marketplace Lifelines–created for men seeking out ways to
incorporate their faith into their careers. Like the 36 sessions
of the original Lifeline series that preceded them, these easy-
to-follow discussion guides produced by 16 men representing
eight different ministries are designed to put small groups on
a path to honest, safe, and enlightening engagement on the
challenges and opportunities that all men share in life. They
focus on Bible stories that explore issues we find in the
workplace and other settings, and form a deep and lasting
foundation for growth, wherever you are on your journey. The
36 sessions of Marketplace Lifelines are being released every
six weeks through the first part of next year. The first set of
Marketplace Lifelines, Relationships at Work Lifelines, was
released on Saturday, June 18 (Father’s Day weekend).

Relationships at Work Lifelines
“What’s my role?’ “Where do I fit

in?” “Does what I do make any
difference?” How many of us have
heard those questions, or asked them
ourselves? In these six vivid,
sometimes violent, and always
challenging Bible stories, men in
various stations of life – leader or
follower, king or subject, young or

not-so-young – are faced with their own weaknesses, failings
and doubts, and face a choice: To grow in faith or continue
down the road of fear and confusion. They are timeless
stories, offering stark parallels to our own modern struggles
and road maps to true and lasting growth.

You can access the Relationships at Work Lifelines right
now at Lifelines. Let this great set of resources help enhance
the men’s ministry opportunities in your Chapter or parish. To
see all the men’s ministry resources recommended by Project
Twelve go to www.projecttwelve.org. There is no charge for
the use of these great conversation guides but a gift to Project
Twelve is always welcome.

PROJECT TWELVE BUILDS AND PROMOTES EFFECTIVE MINISTRIES
WITH MEN

ST. MARY'S CHAPTER, HIGH POINT, NC TEAMS UP WITH EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WOMEN FOR SPRING GALA

For a Brotherhood National Service Day project, our Chapter
decided to team up with the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) group
to help put on their Spring Gala. This has been an annual event
where all of the proceeds go to the non-profits in the area that focus
mostly on women.

Since it has been over two years since the last event, the ECW
president asked the Brothers for assistance.

Our duties included the following:
1. Help with setting up our Community Life Center;
2. Assisting with bringing in items up for auction by vendors;
3. Providing service to the dinner patrons from offering beverages
and food and doing clean up;

4. Providing kitchen help with washing dishes, trash collection,
and jobs like packaging leftovers;

5. Offering labor to take down the room, tables, and chairs to
reset for the church service the following day;

6. Assisting participants in carrying out to their vehicles the
auction items they won;

7. Finishing clean up of the entire hall after this important event.
This was one of the most successful Spring Gala events by the ECW in history as they collected over $27,000 to support all of their

outreach projects and their "Women in Motion" campaign. This also turned out to be one of the most rewarding service projects we have
ever taken on here by our Brotherhood Chapter. It was such a worthy cause, supported by a great partnership.

By David Penley, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, High Point, North Carolina

https://www.projecttwelve.org


Members of the Trinity Chapter of the Brotherhood and the
Sisters of St. Jane Chapter, Daughters of the King, joined
together in prayer on the afternoon of April 30. A total of
three hours was set aside for prayer in the Ida Beck Chapel at
Trinity. After opening with The Welcoming Prayer, the joint
group continued in intercession using various prayers from
the Book of Common Prayer, followed by individual
intercessions. All who participated appreciated the
opportunity to share in prayer and fellowship.

Fred Kerby, Paige Kerby, Kathleen Carroll, and Jim Carlock were some
of the Trinitarians who joined in prayer on April 30.
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The Good Shepherd, Friendswood, Texas Chapter of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew participated in the installation
ceremony of a new Brotherhood Chapter at St. Catherine of
Siena in Missouri City TX on Sunday, June 19. Brothers Chris
Mays, Alan McArthur, and Peter Gilmour attended along with
the new Chapter members. Peter presented the new
members to Chris Matthews, Brotherhood Diocesan
Coordinator, who performed the induction ceremony during
the 10 a.m. service by Father Andrew Ellison. This was the
culmination of work by Tom Martin, Brotherhood
Discipleship Chairman, and Chris Mathews. Good Shepherd
Friendswood Chapter is the sponsoring Chapter. The
Brotherhood continues working on new Chapters at nearby
churches.

The Good Shepherd Friendswood Brotherhood meets
the 1st and 3rd Saturdays of each month at 10 a.m. in
Shepherd’s Hall plus on Zoom. We discuss business and
have a scripture program, too. We usually go out afterwards
for lunch at Whataburger! The Friday after our first meeting
is BrotherBeer at the Regal Beagle. We also do a social
gathering once a quarter. All men and youth are welcome to
join as we share Christ’s love and compassion.

TRINITY, FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA
CHAPTER HOSTS PRAYER DAY WITH
DAUGHTERS OF THE KING
By By Jim Carlock, Trinity Episcopal Church, Fredericksburg, Virginia Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Chapter

NEW BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER INSTALLED IN TEXAS
By Peter Gilmour, Director, Brotherhood of St. Andrew at Good Shepherd, Friendswood, TX

JOIN US FOR BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
MIDDAY PRAYER
WEDNESDAYS AT 1 P.M. EASTERN TIME VIA ZOOM
ZOOM MEETING ID 893 4148 8609
PASSCODE: 0723

TEXAS BROTHERS AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS

Brothers from the Diocese of Texas recently awarded two
scholarships to deserving students. Bella Boulter from Christ
Church in Tyler, Texas, won a $2,000 scholarship. She is the
daughter of The Rev. Dr. Matt Boulter, Rector of Christ Church.
She plans to attend the University of Washington as a Pre-
Med student. Reagan Schuter, from St. Dunstan’s in Houston,
received a $1,000 scholarship. He plans to attend the
University of Texas.
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The thought of moving from city to city or from
state to state brings with it uncertainty for many
Americans, but imagine having to move to an
entirely different country in order to escape war or
persecution. This scenario is playing out across the
globe for millions of refugees.

In places like Delaware County, communities
and organizations are rallying together to help
refugees resettle into their new homes in central
Ohio. St. Andrew’s Anglican Church in Lewis Center
is one such organization coming to the aid of
refugees looking for a safe place to call home.

With assistance from Community Refugee and
Immigration Services (CRIS), a Columbus-based
organization that has worked with refugees since
1987, the church’s six-member welcome team was
connected with a refugee family from Afghanistan.

On April 1, the family – consisting of a husband
and wife in their mid-20s and four (soon to be five)
children under the age of 10 – was moved into its
new home in central Ohio with help from the
church.

“The church’s response has been a remarkable
example of how faith instills love and love inspires
action,” said welcome team member Jim Menke.
“As someone once said, if you pass by a gas
station, you expect to see people buying gas. If you
pass a church, you should expect to see people
helping others.”

According to Patrick Schmitz, service team
coordinator at St. Andrew’s, the church has roughly
150 members and 40% percent of them have
supported the refugee mission through donations,
labor or both.

“As St. Andrew’s awaited the Afghan family’s
arrival, the church’s welcome team and other
volunteers continued preparations,” Schmitz said.
“The team raised more than $18,000 and collected
enough food and furnishings that it was able to
provide support to both the six-member refugee
family and a second Afghan family that arrived in
central Ohio without a sponsor. In recent weeks,
the welcome team has further expanded its
outreach to help resettle a single mother from
Rwanda and her 6-year-old son.”

As for the Afghan family the church welcomed
to central Ohio in early April, in addition to material
assistance, Schmitz added the St. Andrew’s
welcome team has provided the family with meals
and fellowship, driven the pregnant mother to
doctor appointments in south Columbus, and
texted the head of household support and

encouragement using Google Translate to bridge
the language barrier between English and Pashto,
the official language of Afghanistan.

Having called central Ohio home for nearly two
months now, Schmitz said the family is adapting
well to life in America.

“The young couple and their children are
remarkably resilient, and they have connected with
the Afghan community in central Ohio,” he said.
“Our welcome team is another piece of the puzzle
by serving as their friends and advocates.”

With a new lease on life, Schmitz said the
family is thankful for all the support it has received.

“The head of household does not speak
English, but he uses Google Translate to text us a
regular stream of messages of thanks and
gratitude,” Schmitz said. “And of course, smiles,
handshakes and hugs have no language barriers.”

Moving forward, the welcome team plans to
continue to assist the Afghan family for at least six
months, during which time the team plans to help
the head of household learn English, secure
employment and learn to drive,” Schmitz said,
adding the team also plans to introduce the family
to American culture through visits to the Columbus
Zoo and local parks and recreation centers.

“One of the most gratifying responses from
the Afghan family has been from their 4-year-old
daughter, ‘E,’” Schmitz said. “She eagerly
embraces every chance to practice letters and
numbers, and the determination in her eyes speaks
volumes.”

Throughout the process of becoming involved
in resettling refugees, members of St. Andrew’s
have seen firsthand the impact churches can have
on the community.

“Almost 200 years ago, Alexis de Tocqueville
observed churches are part of the glue that holds
together America as a democracy,” Schmitz said.
“Since America is more pluralistic than it was 20 or
30 years ago, some people today question the role
of churches in society. In answering this question,
we suggest action is more impactful than words.
The Christian ethic of service also is a powerful
antidote to our polarized political culture. The
church is very much part of our community, but its
countercultural wisdom counsels people to look up
to God, not left or right.”

Carlo Cherubini, a member of the church’s
welcome team, added St. Andrew’s Afghan refugee
mission is centered around three objectives.

“First, we model Christ’s unconditional
love through service,” he said. “The refugee
family who we are working with has been
amazed by the caring that a church has shown
for them…

Second, our team has inspired our church’s
membership to get more involved in helping
others as we emerge from the pandemic.

Finally, we want to show our neighbors
why churches have played a critical role for
over 2,000 years and will continue to do so.”

When asked if the church might be
involved in the future with assisting Ukrainians
fleeing the ongoing war in their country,
Schmitz said the welcome team’s focus for the
time being remains on the Afghan and
Rwandan families they are currently working
with.

“We discussed helping Ukrainian refugees,
but we don’t expect them to arrive before the
end of this year, if not later,” he said.

THE VOLUNTEER’S NAMES (NOT IN ANY ONE PARTICULAR PHOTO) ARE JIM MENKE,
PAT SCHMITZ, DAN BRILL, RYAN BOBAY, FATHER SHANE TUCKER, FATHER WIL
VERHOFF, AND LARRY BALDWIN. THESE BROTHERS HELPED ON MORE THAN JUST
MOVE IN DAY, PROVIDING SERVICES THAT INCLUDED GIVING AND SECURING
DONATIONS, LOADING THE TRUCK, AND OTHER AS-NEEDED SUPPORT

By Joshua Keeran - jkeeran@aimmediamidwest.com
The original article appeared in the Delaware Gazette (www.delgazette.com/news/96786/church-assisting-refugees). Used with permission.

BROTHERS AT OHIO CHURCH ASSIST IN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT EFFORTS
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LIVING IN THE CENTER OF GOD’S PRESENCE UNTIL
CHRIST IS FORMED IN YOU

We were all planning to enjoy our first stay in the newly rebuilt 4-story
Oakerhater Lodge at Saint Crispin’s Episcopal Conference Center and Camp,
but severe storm damage around Seminole, OK knocked out power to the
facilities the day before our retreat. As the majority of registrants were from
the Tulsa area, we sought a location there. Saint John’s Tulsa graciously
offered to provide meeting space and tech support for our retreat. We were
able to organize meals with local restaurants, and everything was set. We
did need to intercept Brotherhood Sr. VP. Roy Benavides and Deacon Tom
Bates who were enroute driving from New Mexico. We all congregated at
Big Whiskey on Thursday evening for our opening dinner. Heading to the
church afterwards we had our Introductory Session: “The Foundation for a
Meaningful and Flourishing Life” with The Reverend Doctor Rob Lord looking
at the possibilities of how we could consider centering our lives towards
meaningfulness through an attitude and dedication to mirroring Christ’s life
in our own lives. We concluded the evening with Compline.

On Friday morning after Morning Prayer, Father Rob treated us to Part
One: “The Magnificent Story”. Using inspiring images from the Isle of Iona
and other Celtic Christian locations, Father Rob took us on a vicarious
journey through the God-bathed world for the Magnificent Story of beauty,
goodness and truth where we must recognize that we also are made in
God’s image. We should recognize that we are participants in the interactive
Trinitarian life that we share in our brotherhood with God: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. That God is with us here and now.

Following lunch and Noonday Prayer was Part Two: “The Greatest
Invitation: Until Christ is formed in You”, Father Rob led us in how we can
live in the Kingdom and Realm of God—Right Here! Right Now! How do we
communicate this truth in the world? Discipleship means to follow the
master. Don’t make it: “The Great Omission!” Our participation matters; we
must do more. Refer to Being Disciples by Rowan Williams.

Following a great steak dinner prepared by Joe Wilkinson and Rob
Hutton, in Part Three: “Practicing the Way of Christ- likeness” we addressed
“spiritual grounding” as following the Way of Christ. What does it take to be
a good person?

Come to me = intimacy. Go forth = activity. Accept your responsibility
along with God’s grace and be beloved by God. Friday evening ended with
Holy Eucharist.

Saint John’s Rector David Bumsted, a close friend of Father Rob,
provided the Saturday breakfast. We then had Morn- ing Prayer and a
retreat wrap-up session by Father Rob. We gathered in large circle for the
Closing Brotherhood Pray- ers. On Sunday following the retreat, St. John’s
congregation had the privilege of hearing Father Lord preach before his
return to Florida.

Despite having to move the Men’s Retreat location at the last minute, I
don’t think it could have gone better. A big thanks to all who helped, to
Father David and especially to Father Rob as our excellent and thoughtful
leader.

THE DIOCESE OF OKLAHOMA MEN’S RETREAT: MAY 5-7, 2022 AT SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, TULSA, OK
Bob Baker, Oklahoma Diocesan Coordinator Brotherhood of Saint Andrew

largest minority of any group in the church today… and it’s our fault. The
question is: what are we prepared to do about it?

To all of us, honor the vision and courage of those who have walked
before us for centuries, from Moses to David to Joseph and Mary, to the

Apostles and every proclaimer of Christ since. To my fellow Brotherhood
members, honor the vision of The Rev. Robert Hunt as we re- commit,
rededicate our mission for God’s glory and NOT our own. Honor the vision
of those among our ranks who stood here 100 years ago today. May they
lift us under their wings to have the courage in this here and now.

As the old hymn goes: (sing it) “Rise up ye saints of God, creation cries
in pain. Stretch forth your hand of healing now with love the weak sustain.”

Rise up, my brothers. Rise up! In the Name of God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Let all of God’s people say, “Amen.”

100th Anniversary - continued from page 3

Participants enjoyed lunch during the visit to the Hunt Shrine.
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
The deadline for our August issue is July 20.

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger and
Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to the
Brotherhood.

are things you have always loved and appreciated about
being at church, too. Time to take a personal inventory of
those joys!

“Through my streaming time, I’ve tried out some other
parishes and worship styles I like better.”

What a great opportunity to share with your clergy and
worship community what you have experienced and
preferred. Think of this as a chance for your parish to try
something new, re-energize, improve, and grow. Don’t forget
to offer your own leadership in helping to make these
improvements possible.

“I’ve already heard there are fewer people back in my
parish and I know the expectations around volunteerism are
enormous. I don’t have the energy for that but will hate to
say no.”

Sounds like it is time for a confidential conversation with
your clergy along the lines of, “I’m ready to come back but not
ready to volunteer right now. Could you help me?” This
conversation can be a good opportunity to strengthen your
relationship with your clergy and perhaps begin (or continue)
a journey of spiritual discernment.

“I’m dealing with something like depression, something
that is hard to give voice to or define, but seems kind of
unmanageable being around crowds. The idea of socializing
at coffee hour, standing around in any big group
interacting… I’m just not ready.”

Yes—absolutely makes sense. This one likely takes a
village—your physician, therapist, clergy, and some
supportive friends and loved ones. Throw in some regular
reading of scripture, prayer, spiritual reflection, permission to
really feel what you’re feeling, and a dose of daily good self-
care. Before you know it, with God’s help, you may feel ready
once more.

Still Streaming? - continued from page 5


