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It’s around this time of year, when the calendar hits December, that my
thoughts seem to be filled with all I still have left to do before the New Year.
And in many cases, I come to realize that there simply isn’t enough time to
get it all done before that ball drops in Times Square on December 31 at
midnight. It is human nature, I guess, unless you’re an admitted
procrastinator, to want to finish up what you can before the New Year
begins. But, why so much angst over “the end” yet not as much excitement
and anticipation about “the beginning?”

The very first three words in the Bible “In the beginning…” should remind
us that God created EVERYTHING from the emptiness and darkness that was
in the “beginning.” Beginnings are what life’s
all about… the start of a new story, journey,
or adventure.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a

new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become
new.”— 2 Corinthians 5:17
“For last year's words belong to last year's

language. And next year's words await
another voice. And to make an end is to make
a beginning." (Little Gidding)” ― T.S. Eliot

Within weeks, we start a new year and
beginnings are all around us. And like the
fabled phoenix rising from the ashes, I look
forward to the beginnings of a new year with
our Brotherhood. I’m excited about the
resurgence of the activities our Chapters are
having and planning for 2023. I’m excited that we can build on having ten
new Chapters and over 250 new Brothers beginning their journeys with this
fellowship of men. We’re beginning to expand and rebuild our
communications to the nearly 5,000 Brothers we have in the USA. We're
beginning to see a resurgence of support for our ministry at the diocesan
levels and among our Bishops. And I hope we begin every new year by
beginning to ask ourselves as Brothers what can we give to our
Brotherhood more than what we get for our membership donations.

Our Brotherhood was founded on bringing men and youth to Christ
through the church. That’s evangelism at the core. We do that through
following our disciplines of Prayer, Study and Service. Ask yourselves, when
was the last time you witnessed about your Brotherhood to another man
who is not familiar with our ministry?

Won’t you join me to begin this coming year with these three goals:
1. (This is a tough one!) Witness to another man about your faith journey

and invite him to join you at a Brotherhood meeting (in person or
virtual).

2. (This should be a no brainer!) Fulfill your vow to support our Brotherhood
with your financial commitment by January 1, 2023.

3. Discern what you have to offer our Brotherhood in time, talent and
treasure and let us know what you want to give.

Like the fabled phoenix rising from the ashes of the past, I see our
ministry of men exploding with promise, hope
and impact on the world if we can all,
individually and collectively, do those three
things. I hope that’s not too heavy a challenge
for all of us to begin this next year. Try to make
these three things a part of your New Year’s
resolutions. They should be ones you can
actually keep!

We begin a journey by taking a step forward,
one foot in front of the next. Every new day is a
blessing from God and it is a new beginning.
Starting over is acceptance of a past we
can’t change, a conviction that the future can
be different, and the wisdom to use the past to
make our future what the past was not. After
the struggles to have normalcy during the
pandemic years, and tenuous financial security
for our ministry, let us now begin to rise up and

be able to realize our vision… to inspire, empower and equip men and boys
to fulfill the Great Commission.

Let’s begin now.
And that’s what’s on my mind….
Conrad
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BEGINNINGS
On My Mind…
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THE FACES OF CHRISTMAS
Directly Speaking

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one
of you is a part of it.”

1 Corinthians 12:27
Here we are. Another year has passed. We are in the midst of college bowl

games on the horizon, hockey, and basketball fully underway coupled with
the usual holiday gatherings. Amid this, we
often rush through Christmas with the holidays
filling every moment. To those of us finding
much of the above as part of our days, we are
blessed with abundance. No matter how
modest, it’s an abundance of available leisure,
financial resources, and the means to enjoy
the season fully.

Christmas has another face, as well. It’s the
faces like too many of our very first
Brotherhood members upon our founding,
homeless men and youth from the streets of
Chicago. It’s the faces of the Japanese in their
native land struggling with recovery from
World Wars I and II. It’s the faces elsewhere,
like in the Philippine Islands. In those times
and places, the financial ability to cover even the most basic of needs didn’t
stop the spread of God’s word and the message of Christ. We began the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew when “the Spirit filled the hearts of those first 12
men.” That’s how our founder, James Houghteling of St. James Episcopal
Church in Chicago, described it shortly after that first gathering in 1883. The
faces of Christ became something for the greater good with no expectations
other than the spread of God’s kingdom.

My prayer for us this Christmas is that we center that face of Christ in the
here and now. The faces of Christmas today include the hopeless trafficked
youth and young adults, homeless vets living in the forests, those struggling
with various forms of mental illness, and those caught in the spinning circle
of addiction. The non-compensated caregiver watching a loved one slip
away and not able to enjoy the holidays like most, plus those who must stick
close to home. Many more are the faces of Christmas living with agony we
that we may never feel or may even recognize. A child agonizing over a
pending divorce or separation. The face of those who are home alone. Faces
of our Brothers who are spending their first holiday season without a child or
spouse.

Where is our Brotherhood of St. Andrew ministry now amid all of this? In
most cases focused on our Brotherhood of St. Andrew values of Prayer, Study
and Service through one form or another. The question for me is the level of
intentional outreach with a “come and see” to these many faces of Christ at
Christmas. I well remember a conversation not long ago with a Brother who
was calling in to catch up on his pledge and give a “super stretch” pledge in
thanksgiving for a year of blessings. He shared with me it was his way of

quietly saying “thank you to the work of the
Brotherhood” he’d experienced in his own
life. To quote, “You see, I’ve been an
emotional wreck for a couple of decades, but
the Brothers still had a place for me at the
table. I can’t believe they cared enough to be
that steadfast.” Will his fellow Brothers ever
know the depth of his gratitude, the
donation amount we processed that day, or
what guys like you and me truly mean to a
guy like that? The beauty in the “no” to the
question is that God “knows.” That’s what
counts at the end of the holidays and every
day. So, what are the faces of Christ for you
this Christmas? And what are you prepared to
do with them? Perhaps that answer will be

the gift you cherish most and bring with a grateful, awe-filled heart to the
infant King on Christmas Eve.

Merry Christmas, my Brothers and friends. May Christmas for you be a love
expressed in service to “the least of these” hiding in plain sight. My prayers
for you never cease. I covet yours, as well. Thank you so much.

JOIN US FOR BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW MIDDAY PRAYER
WEDNESDAYS AT 1 P.M. EASTERN TIME VIA ZOOM
ZOOMMEETING ID 893 4148 8609
PASSCODE: 0723
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Look out—2023 is almost here. Here’s a quick checklist of
some things to consider as you and your Chapter approach
the New Year.
Have you…

…celebrated and thanked God for your incredible ministry throughout
the past year?

… taken a deeper dive into your 2023 parish and Chapter calendar,
adding in dates for your established Chapter projects and potential
new opportunities to serve?

… recently reviewed the list of national Brotherhood of St. Andrew
mission emphases (found on the cover of THE CROSS) and discussed
what your Chapter may want to explore engaging in during 2023, as
well as what persons, ministries or groups, other churches, or
businesses may be able to partner with you and help?

…set a date to meet with your clergy for a session on how they might
help with your Chapter ministry during 2023 AND what your Chapter
members could do to help them?

…checked out the Brotherhood of St. Andrew website at
brothersandrew.net, exploring frequent online opportunities for
learning, churchwide connection, and prayer?

… thought about who
in your Chapter
should be honored
as a Brotherhood of
St. Andrew Life
Member?

…made a list of who
you plan to invite to
Bible study and/or a
Brother activity in
the New Year?

…checked in on some
Brothers who may
have been missing some of your activities due to illness, caretaking
responsibilities, mobility or transportation issues, or other situations
where you may be able to help?

…developed a plan to regularly spread news about your Chapter and its
activities throughout your parish, always with invitation in mind?

…made your annual gifts for our shared Brotherhood ministry? (If you’re
not sure or need to get that taken care of, use the national office or
website contact information on the back page of THE CROSS.)

IN ARIZONA… IN FLORIDA…
NEW CHAPTER INSTALLED IN SUN CITY WEST

On Sunday, October 30, Brother Jack Hanstein installed a new
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Chapter at Advent Episcopal Church in Sun City
West, AZ. He also inducted four new members, Dan Contonis, Jim Becthold,
Russ Brumagin, and The Rev. Canon Timothy Dombek. Attending in person
were several past and current Brothers, with several others participating via
Zoom.

REWIND, RECHARGE, REJOICE

Brothers in Live Oak,
Florida, were energized by
a November 24-hour
"Rewind, Recharge,
Rejoice" event. The event
was held at the Cerveny
Conference Center and
Camp Weed. The time
together helped the
Brothers reflect and
prepare themselves for
their Brotherhood ministry
to come, as well as begin to
spiritually prepare for the
Advent season.

The conference center included a striking display of sandals and shoes
made into the images of crosses.
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IN TEXAS I…
BROTHERHOOD OFFERS ANNUAL FALL BOYS RETREAT AT
CAMP ALLEN
By Peter Gilmour, President, Texas Assembly of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew

The Texas Assembly of the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew held their annual Fall Boys Retreat at Camp
Allen for disadvantaged inner-city youth on October
14-16. They partnered with the Positive Black Males
Association of Houston (PBMAH) for the event, which
was funded by proceeds from the Assembly’s annual
golf tournament.

We mentored 16 boys for the weekend and we
believe the power of the Holy Spirit can change lives
with the help of a positive male role model. We had
four volunteers from PBMAH and multiple volunteers
from Brotherhood chapters in the Assembly,
including Holy Comforter (Spring), Trinity
(Woodlands), St. James (Houston), St. Timothy’s
(Lake Jackson), St. Dunstan’s (Spring), Good
Shepherd (Friendswood), Good Shepherd (Tomball),
and Members at Large.

The theme for the weekend was “seeing the face
of God/Jesus in others and in nature”. The boys
participated in multiple events, including fishing,
canoeing, nature walks, dodge ball, football, and
horseshoes. The boys were excited as they caught
several fish and a turtle! On the nature walk, they
handled snakes and chickens. They also had a
motivational speaker and made s’mores. The Sunday
service homily was about the challenges of seeing
God in other people’s faces.

Creative ministry is
increasingly happening all
over the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew community. Don't
forget to share news and
photos from your Chapter!
Send your information to
editor@brothersandrew.net.
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IN TEXAS II . . .

IN ILLINOIS . . .

LAKE JACKSON, TX BROTHERS FOCUS ON
SERVING VETERANS AND PRISON MINISTRIES

Lake Jackson, TX Brothers at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church
maintain an active mission focus on both veterans and prison
ministries.

Two Brothers, Jim Cutshall and Rich Tillman, and some other
occasional volunteers make saw dust to support a non-profit
veterans service group in West Columbia, TX called The Warriors
Refuge. Brothers have also made 15 cabinet sets, nine wooden
beds, and 24 shelf units to support these veterans in need. They
are currently at work making outdoor tables, chairs, and some
lockers. They work out of a Brother’s garage shop and obtained a $5,000
grant from their local Rotary club to purchase materials for their building
work. They negotiate military discounts and use a sales tax exemption to
help their grant money go further.

Prison ministries have historically been a part of their Chapter’s focus.
Prior to the prison’s closing in 2020, Chapter members visited Wayne Scott
Prison every Sunday since the mid to late 1980’s. The Brothers typically gave
an encouraging faith message, sharing these lead responsibilities among
one another.

The Chapter also held 15 two-day retreats over a 15-year period at the
prison. Some officers of the national Brotherhood of St. Andrew came down
to support some of these retreats. Brothers baked 200 dozen cookies and
had fruit, coffee and lemonade at each retreat, which typically had 125-150

participants in attendance and featured 5-6 speakers around a given theme
with discussion groups following each talk. Even with the phase out of the
Wayne Scott Prison, prison trustees have asked the Brothers to put together
a shortened retreat for trustees, perhaps partnering with Kairos at nearby
Clemens Prison. The Brothers are evaluating that now and tentatively
planning something for early next year.

Several of the Brothers now go into Clemens Prison for Kairos weekends,
with three Brothers having led a Kairos event. A few Brothers go into the
prison each month for Prayer and Share, with more planning to join in on
this ministry in the near future.

In addition to their active mission schedule, the Chapter meets on the
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month for breakfast, fellowship and a Bible
study.

BROTHERS FROM MATTOON JOIN IN COMMUNITY TRUNK OR TREAT

The Mattoon, IL Chapter of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew participated in an October 28
Trunk or Treat hosted by Celebrate Downtown Mattoon. Nine members of Trinity Episcopal
Church, including Brotherhood members, participated in the event. That is 1/3 of the weekly
Sunday attendance. Brother Bill Carter-Alvis took the reins of this event and did an incredible
job. The
Brotherhood
passed out
promotional
material to the
fathers along
with candy to
the kids,
introducing the
Chapter to
many new
families.
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If you’ve ever opened a bank account, set up a 
retirement plan, or applied for life insurance, you 
completed a form to say who will inherit the mon-
ey in those accounts someday. Then again, the cus-
tomer service rep may have forgotten to discuss it. 

But this opportunity is too good to miss! It’s a 
simple form, done right on the spot, and it keeps 
your money out of probate. No attorneys, no hassle 
for your heirs, no extra expenses tacked onto your 
estate. There’s no limit to the amount you can leave 
someone. And you should include your church in 
addition to The Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 

As you decide who will inherit your accounts, will  
you please consider including us along with your 
loved ones? It’s a very simple, yet powerful way to 
provide long-lasting future support for our mis-
sion. (Plus, save your heirs up to 65% tax on your 
retirement assets!) 

All it takes is a simple signature. 

It’s your money, and you deserve the  
right to say what happens to it.

More simple ways to  make your mark on the future:
» Make a gift through your will and trust» Give life insurance you no longer need» Donate appreciated stock and save on taxes» Consider a gift of real estate»  Make a gift that gives you fixed income  payments for life

» Make a gift that protects your assets» Donate from a Donor Advised Fund

Interested? 
For more information about  
this and other planned giving  
opportunities, visit: 
http://brothersandrew.plannedgiving.org 
Or contact:  
plannedgiving@brothersandrew.net 

(502) 450-5640

___
A gift that costs nothing 

in your lifetime.___
With a simple signature  

you shouldn’t forget.
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
Submissions for the January issue are due December 27, 2022.

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger and
Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to the
Brotherhood.


