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In the past month, both of my sons became married in separate services
to my two new "daughters-in-love." Whew, that was both an exciting and
stressful 30 days for the whole family! Sitting there as I watched the
ceremonies and my sons reciting their vows to their brides, I was very
aware of the commitments both couples were making to each other. They
made promises to their brides, in the presence of God, about
their futures and how they would be bound to each
other in love based on those promises.
Commitment is not a flash in the pan,

temporary, passing thought. It is a promise of
being dedicated to a cause, activity, etc.
Commitment and dedication kind of go hand
in hand, wouldn't you agree? And this past
week, after finally coming back down to earth
from the wedding events, I chuckled as I
thought about that old joke about a bacon and
eggs breakfast and how it relates to
COMMITMENT. You see, in a bacon and egg
breakfast, the chicken is only "involved" but the pig
is "committed"!
I'm not asking you all to begin to act like pigs. But I hope you all

will think for a minute about the things and causes that you are committed
to in life. For me, I am committed to my wife of 42 years and to the
protection and well being of my family. I'm committed to paying my bills on
time. I'm committed to running two Fantasy Football leagues. I'm
committed to trying my best to exercise and eat healthy and take my
vitamins. I’m committed to my church. And I am committed to The
Brotherhood of St. Andrew.
There are numerous references in the Bible addressing the Christian’s

commitment in various aspects of life: to our families, neighbors,
employers, the church, our health, and in all things we do and say
(Ephesians 6:5; Hebrews 10:25; 1 Corinthians 6:19, 31). But the Bible also

teaches that the chief commitment of our lives is to God. Jesus said, “You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment” (Matthew
22:37-38). Jesus is telling us that every fiber of our being, every facet of our
lives, must be committed to loving and serving God. This means that we

must hold nothing back from God because God holds nothing
back from us (John 3:16).

It's around this time of year we begin to hear in
our parishes, and, yes, from our own Brotherhood
about making your pledge, your financial
commitment for the next year. And you’ll soon
be receiving a letter from me (if you don’t
already have it) asking you to consider making
your personal commitment to financially
supporting this ministry that has made a
transitional difference in men’s faithful lives for

140 years. Isn’t that a cause worth committing
to? When we were blessed to be installed as

members of the Brotherhood, we vowed to dedicate
our lives to the spread of Christ’s kingdom on earth

through our disciplines of praying daily, studying the Holy
Scriptures, and making continuous efforts to bring others nearer to
Christ through his Church. That’s a promise we ALL made.
Yes, we can all ascribe to keeping that promise. And we can all also

remember that, when we each make a financial pledge to support our
ministry’s efforts to take this message to men and youth everywhere and at
every opportunity, we count on you to fulfill that promise. Making a pledge
without fulfilling it is just like the chicken… simply involved. Making a
pledge and fulfilling it is like the pig… fully committed!
Be a pig.
And that’s what’s on my mind….
Conrad
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Conrad Jones
President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
conrad.jones@brothersandrew.net

COMMITMENT
On My Mind…

Continued on page 3.
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Tom Welch
Executive Director, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

A SEASON OF HOPE IN A SEA OF DESPAIR
Directly Speaking

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in Him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.” -Romans 15:13
Not long ago I had a great visit with The Rev. Andy Andrews, Missioner for

Congregational Vitality in the Diocese of Mississippi. It was on the heels of
having spoken to their clergy conference the week earlier. During our time
with one another I was reminded suicide rates among men are highest at
age 60 and beyond. A focus of the conversation became how our ministry
could stave that off before a man even reached that age.
What strikes me about this is by that time in a guy’s life, if they are

parents, their children are typically grown and on their own. They are often
at the peak of their career. In some cases, they find themselves in a career
shift or worse yet, unemployed. With some, there could be a chronic or
critical health issue with a loved one. For many, men may find that “this is
not how I thought it would be.”
Look at the world around us today. It’s hard for us to stomach some of the

domestic and international tragedies of the day. Some have been there for
decades. Other tragic circumstances like what we see in Ukraine are more
recent. There’s not much we can do about those global issues. What we can
control or influence comes from our complete trust in God to see us through
individual seasons in our lives.
I am reminded of another recent conversation with one of our own

Brothers whose wife is in a critical condition that could take her out at any
moment. Yet, when I asked “well, how are YOU doing, my brother, with all of
this?” His calm resolve was remarkable and inspiring. It was in those

moments these words
from Paul came to
mind. My problem is I
seldom recall naming
the chapter and verse.
I’m grateful to simply
know if it’s on the
right or left side of the
Bible! Our Brother was
living out being filled

with “all joy and peace” as he trusted in God. I can’t help but believe our
active membership in this fellowship of and among men helps us in many
ways.
For me, there have been times in my life where I certainly thought “this is

not how I thought it would be” yet I never for a moment thought suicide
could be a way out. It’s a permanent solution to a temporary problem. I’ve
known two men who were very strong in their faith take their own lives. I
was simply stunned. One of the gifts for all of us with active membership in
Brothers Andrew is knowing there are others who care for us. Most
importantly, I believe like my fellow Brotherhood member whose spouse in
in critical health circumstance, his hope comes in part from knowing his
fellow members will listen to him with a deepness not found elsewhere.
Thanksgiving and Christmas are times when there can be much despair. If

you, or someone you know, is thinking about suicide, call 988, Suicide and
Crisis Lifeline. The call will be routed to a local help center and not a 911
center. Beyond that, remember there is an eternal hope in God and God’s
children. My prayer for all of us is that we can be a voice of hope and an ear
of compassion, especially during the holiday season.

JOIN US FOR BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW MIDDAY PRAYER
WEDNESDAYS AT 1 P.M. EASTERN TIME VIA ZOOM
ZOOMMEETING ID 893 4148 8609
PASSCODE: 0723
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FROM TOMMARTIN, 1ST VICE PRESIDENT OF FIELD OPERATIONS,
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
I am thankful for the Brotherhood of St. Andrew presence for close
to 40 years in my life. The Brotherhood of St. Andrewmission has
transformedmy heart, head, words, and actions to be more like

Jesus wants them to be. Being active in the Brotherhood of St. Andrew lets me see
the world through a different lens---one of hope and peace. I am very thankful for
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and wish all men could experience the Brotherhood
as I have.

FROM TOMWELCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, BROTHERHOOD OF ST.
ANDREW
1. For the surge in 250+ newmembers to the Brotherhood this
year.
2. For the personal growth I have had serving in this ministry.
You have inspired me beyondmeasure.

FROM GREGORY H. EVANS, PRESIDENT, PROVINCE III
BROTHERHOOD
I am thankful for all of the friends I have had since I was a boy,
which is about 50 years. We continually stay in touch.

FROM LEEWRIGHT, MISSIONAL VICE PRESIDENT, BROTHERHOOD
OF ST. ANDREW RECOVERYMISSION
I’m thankful for the Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s three pillars:
Prayer, Study, and Service. They keep me focused on the main
thing—Jesus.

FROM JAMES REAVIS, BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW LEADER
FROMDALLAS TX
I am thankful for the support the Brotherhood National Office has
provided as we reach out to find and communicate with Brothers
at Large. On Monday night we had a Brother join us from

Arlington, Texas where he is a part of the Anglican Diocese of Fort Worth. Brother
Art reached out to us in hopes of reconnecting the men in the 62 parishes that
make up the diocese.
I am thankful, too, for a family that allows me the time to perform the outreach
work of the Brotherhood. Witnessing the love and the patience required by loved
ones for the time this ministry requires is in itself rewarding.

BILLY HARRISON, NATIONAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
I’m grateful and thankful for my Brotherhood Chapter members
bringing me back to regular church attendance and especially
back to my prayer life.
I’m grateful for the many supportive friends (Brothers) that the

Brotherhood has brought me.
I’m grateful for the wonderful informing Bible study the Brotherhood has
brought me.

DICK HOOPER, PREVIOUS NATIONAL COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
What the Brotherhood means to me: Fellowship and inspiration
frommy Christian Brothers.

FROMKATHY COPAS, EDITOR, THE CROSS, BROTHERHOOD OF ST.
ANDREW
Life can dramatically change in the blink of an eye. I experienced
that phenomenon full-force this Spring, when I went fromwhat I
thought was a quick routine stopover at a doctor’s office to an

immediate life-threatening diagnosis from a rare infection. There was very
invasive emergency surgery two hours later, a second difficult surgery a week
later, some setbacks, and many weeks on intravenous IV therapy and forced
restrictions and recovery as I fought hard to rebound. It has been nothing short of
a miracle that I haven’t missed a beat producing The Cross each month during all
of this time! But, I have been so blessed by all of the prayers and extension of care
from so many Brothers across the church. I feel such gratitude for all of you who
have helped bring me through some truly tough months, with your cards, notes
and calls. Thanks be to God, I’m in a much better place now! For all you do as
Brothers, thank you!

FROM CONRAD JONES, PRESIDENT, BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
1. I am thankful that God has put me in a position of service to the
men I call my Brothers.
2. I am continuously thankful for the Brotherhood becoming a part
of my own spiritual journey in 2014. Before then I had not even

heard of the Brotherhood, even though I have been an active Episcopalian for all
of my 67 years.
3. I am thankful for the men I call "Brother" from all over the world, who share
the same passion for bringing men to a closer walk with Christ through the
church.
4. I am forever thankful for all of the elected and volunteer leadership within the
Brotherhood who keep this mission running, even through a worldwide
pandemic!

GRATEFUL… THANKFUL… BLESSED. IN THIS SEASON OF GRATITUDE, SOME OF OUR BROTHERHOOD OF ST.
ANDREW LEADERSHIP HAVE REFLECTED ON THEIR BLESSINGS.

WHAT ARE YOU MOST GRATEFUL FOR AT THIS TIME IN YOUR LIFE? WHAT BLESSINGS DO YOU CELEBRATE DURING
THIS TIME OF THANKSGIVING? SEND YOUR THOUGHTS TO EDITOR@BROTHERSANDREW.NET AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO
SHARE THEM.
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IN OHIO…

IN VIRGINIA…

The Kingfisher Chapter of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, at Christ
Episcopal Church in Shaker Heights,
Ohio, recently recognized the upcoming
retirement of their rector, The Rev. Peter
Faass. The Chapter hosted a Fall Barbecue
Luncheon honoring him during their
October monthly meeting.

A SCOUTING STORY
By Lee A. Peters, Unit Commissioner, Boy Scouts of America, and
Brotherhood Leader, Ohio

Recently we had a noteworthy Eagle Scout
recognition. Dr. David Crane is the pianist at St.
Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Ashland, Ohio, and
a resident of Mansfield, Ohio. Since I wore my
uniform on Scout Sunday, David mentioned that
he, too, is an Eagle Scout. After further
conversations, I discovered that he never had an
Eagle ceremony, partly because he took off on a
road tour with his band upon graduation. His
father had disposed of all of his childhood “stuff”
and he had nothing to recognize this great
accomplishment.
We decided to hold an Eagle Scout Court of Honor
at church during the service to recognize David.
He repeated the Eagle Scout pledge and heard
the Eagle Scout charge 58 years after he actually
received the award. It was a very special moment.

The Emmanuel Episcopal Church
Chapter in Virginia Beach, VA, held
its formal Chapter installation on
September 25. Curt Womble from their
leadership team reports the Chapter is
doing well, meeting every Thursday
morning at 7 a.m. Their current projects
include some landscaping for the
church and planning for some possible
fund raising to upgrade the church’s
computer system.
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IN NORTH CAROLINA…

IN TEXAS…

LOBSTERFEST
By David Penley, St. Mary’s Episcopal Church,
High Point NC

Our St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
Brotherhood Chapter in High
Point annual Lobster Fest was a
"great" hit again this year. Our
attendance was good and the
lobsters were delicious, as
reported by our congregation. We
also served NY Strip steaks for our
land lovers who preferred beef or
"surf & turf".
We had assistance again this year from our Episcopal Church Women group, who did a wonderful job setting the tables
and providing salads and desserts for everyone. Members of Daughters of the King also participated.
This event has been our main charitable fund raiser for many years. Thanks to all of our Brothers and others who helped,
funds will support many of our youth and church-supported charitable organizations here in the High Point area.

DALLAS BROTHERHOOD ASSEMBLY HOLDS SUMMIT RETREAT
By Philip John Norton, Dallas Brotherhood Assembly

On September 24, the Dallas Brotherhood Assembly sponsored a day-long Summit Retreat for every man in the
Diocese of Dallas.
The event had been in planning since 2019, delayed by the
pandemic. From the beginning, Bishop Sumner gave the
Summit Retreat his blessing. We received wonderful support
from both Canon of Evangelism Carrie Headington and The
Rev. Canon Michael Gilton, rector of St Philips, where we held
our retreat.
Tom Welch, Brotherhood of St. Andrew National Executive
Director, opened the retreat with a wonderful message on
discipleship with personal reflections that touched each man’s
heart. The main presenter was Dr. John Tolson, a nationally-
known speaker and founder of The Tolson Group, who presented on the subject of how men should disciple men to accept
and draw closer to Christ and then disciple others to do likewise. He related this was what the original apostles did in the 1st
Century A.D. to proclaim the Good News of the Gospel and show the world how the Way of the Message would redeem and
sanctify men’s hearts, forgiving sin and bearing witness to the Love of God for God’s creation and our redemption.
The Summit Retreat was attended by 38 men from nine diocesan churches, including one man from the Texas assembly and
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew Province VII director, Chris Matthews. Dr. Tolson is available for engagement inquiries at
thetolsongroup.com.

https://thetolsongroup.com
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IN TEXAS II…
HOUSTON BROTHERS HOLD ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

The Texas Assembly of the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew in Houston, Texas, held its annual golf
tournament on Thursday, September 29, at
Cypresswood Golf Club in Spring, TX. This is the
one and only fundraiser for the Texas Assembly
and it supports multiple charities, including:
• Fall Boys Retreat at Camp Allen for 50+ inner
city youth
• Positive Black Males Association
• $3,000 in youth scholarships
• Angel Reach (assisting youth 16-24 who come
from broken systems of care)
• Camp Good News (for youth whose parents
are incarcerated)
• Hope Center (a homeless center in North
Houston)
• Lord of the Streets (a homeless center in
downtown Houston)
• Gary Sinise Foundation
• Camp Hope (serving Veterans experiencing
PTSD-related conditions with interim housing)
Ninety-two golfers participated this year. Eighty-
two items were offered in a Silent Auction and countless volunteers assisted with the day. A Subway lunch was provided and
a barbecue dinner after the golf round was a big hit. Golfers and non-golfers alike had a great time and enjoyed beautiful
weather while supporting important mission in the Houston community. .

As part of the Brotherhood's disciplines of Prayer, Study, and Service, Lee
Wright, National Brotherhood Recovery Ministry Vice President, presented
an overview of the Brotherhood's "Recovery” mission to the St. Matthew’s
Austin Chapter on September 10. Chapter Treasurer Allen Keith also
discussed St. Matthew's Recovery Programs in the Austin, TX area. The
talks on this ministry focus were well-received by the attendees (both on-
site and via Zoom). This ministry supports recovery from addiction, so that
persons wanting help—whether those experiencing addiction, or their
family or friends, can get the assistance they need without fear of rejection
or shame. The Brotherhood of St. Andrew recognizes that recovery from
addictions requires the support of the entire community.
Websites and blog resources, such as Recovery Ministry of the
Episcopal Church, and the Red Door Blog (both at
episcopalrecovery.org), were included in the discussion. Prior
to September 10, the Chapter’s weekly Bible Study studied
Mark 5:8-9 (“My name is Legion”) and ended with the
following Prayer for Recovery from the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew.

O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to
you: Look with compassion upon all who through
addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore
to them the assurance of your unfailing mercy;
remove from them the fears that beset them,
strengthen them in the work of their recovery; and to
those who care for them, give patient understanding
and persevering love.
Amen

ST MATTHEW’S AUSTIN CHAPTER REVIEWS THE BROTHERHOOD'S RECOVERY MISSION FOCUS

Https://episcopalrecovery.org-
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
2022 NATIONAL COUNCIL VIRTUAL MEETING

AGENDA
Start Time: 11 a.m., Saturday, December 10, 2022

Billy Harrison, National Council Chairman presiding
Conrad Jones, National President

I. Call to Order
II. Order of Worship & Opening Service

A. Bible study on the gospel for St. Andrew’s Day (or other appropriate reading) by the National Chaplain/
designee

B. Election of new officers (chair)
C. Consideration and vote of

proposed amendments to the
Constitution & Bylaws (Sr. VP/
Administration, Roy Benavides
and Chancellor Billy Harrison

D. Approval of the 2023 Budget
E. Remarks from the National

President
F. “God moments” to share from all

participants
III. Closing Service by National

Chaplain/designee
A. Prayer Requests from

participants
B. Meditation

IV. Announcements
A. Next National Council Meeting

(tentative date)
B. In-person triennial National

Convention, Baltimore, MD
V. Adjournment

If you’ve ever opened a bank account, set up a 
retirement plan, or applied for life insurance, you 
completed a form to say who will inherit the mon-
ey in those accounts someday. Then again, the cus-
tomer service rep may have forgotten to discuss it. 

But this opportunity is too good to miss! It’s a 
simple form, done right on the spot, and it keeps 
your money out of probate. No attorneys, no hassle 
for your heirs, no extra expenses tacked onto your 
estate. There’s no limit to the amount you can leave 
someone. And you should include your church in 
addition to The Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 

As you decide who will inherit your accounts, will  
you please consider including us along with your 
loved ones? It’s a very simple, yet powerful way to 
provide long-lasting future support for our mis-
sion. (Plus, save your heirs up to 65% tax on your 
retirement assets!) 

All it takes is a simple signature. 

It’s your money, and you deserve the  
right to say what happens to it.

More simple ways to  make your mark on the future:
» Make a gift through your will and trust» Give life insurance you no longer need» Donate appreciated stock and save on taxes» Consider a gift of real estate»  Make a gift that gives you fixed income  payments for life

» Make a gift that protects your assets» Donate from a Donor Advised Fund

Interested? 
For more information about  
this and other planned giving  
opportunities, visit: 
http://brothersandrew.plannedgiving.org 
Or contact:  
plannedgiving@brothersandrew.net 

(502) 450-5640

___
A gift that costs nothing 

in your lifetime.___
With a simple signature  

you shouldn’t forget.

Blossom Full Page Adv_12.21.21v3.indd   1 12/22/21   11:44 AM
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
2022 NATIONAL COUNCIL VIRTUAL MEETING

PROPOSED 2023 BUDGET

All Chapters in good standing with the Annual Chapter Report on file in the National Office (Louisville) by
December 9 at 3 p.m.(Eastern) will have voice AND vote on the budget during the national meeting on
December 10, 11 a.m. (Eastern) hosted by National Council Chairman Billy Harrison.

Operating Income
Ministry Pledge Income 2022 Budget 2023 Budget
3010 - Assoc. Ministry Pledge 1,000 500
3015 - Jr. Ministry Pledge 200 50
3020 - Sr. Ministry Pledge 100,000 95,000
3021 - Excess Membership Pledge 15,000 0
3025 - Fund Dev. Annual Giving 0 0
3035 - LM Donations (Existing Member Donations) 4,000 4,000
3045 - Parish Paid Contributions 6,650 3,750
3060 - Senior Leadership Ministry Pledge 4,300 3,000
3070 - Restricted Gifts 29,887 0
3080 - Other Contributions 0 3,000
3080.1 - Special Contributions 0 15,000

Total Ministry Pledge Income 164,087 124,300
Non-Budgeted Income

3315 - Triennial Convention 9,000
3325 - Faith Chest

Total Non-Budgeted Income 9,000 0
Other Income

3115 - Foundation Income 50,621 37,637
3125 - Fund Raising 0 32,000
3126 - Interest Income 10 10
3130 - Life Membership (New) 4,000 5,000
3140 - Diocesan Support 0 30,000
3150 - Misc. Income 0 24,000
3160 - Postage Income 150 350
3170 - Supplies Income 2,500 5,000
3180 - T. Rowe Price Income 1,500 0
Total Other Income 58,781 133,997
Total Operating Income 231,818 258,297

Operating Expenses
Administrative Expense 2022 Budget 2023 Budget
Cost of Labor
4010 - Salaries and Taxes 105,378 148,330
4030 - Contract Labor 49,292 18,660
4060 - Labor Insurance 2,050 1,850

Non-Labor Costs
4200 - National Office 37,400 43,874
4300 - Communications 11,100 11,100
4600 - Other Expense 1,400 3,400

Total Administrative Expenses 206,620 227,214
Program Expenses
4500 - Travel 15,000 10,000
4650 - Brotherhood Annual Meeting 9,500 0
4700 - Mission & Ministry 32,500 34,100
4810 - Provincial Presidents 6,000 4,000

Total Program Expenses 63,000 48,100

Total Operating Expenses 269,620 275,314

Net Surplus/Deficit -37,802 -17,017

Proposed 2023 Budget

TREASURER TO BE CONFIRMED
AT CONVENTION
Cecil Buxo will stand to be

confirmed at the national
meeting as the Brotherhood of
St. Andrew Treasurer. He joined
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew
in 2017 at St. Augustine
Episcopal Church in Brooklyn,
NY. He currently serves as
Brooklyn Assembly Treasurer
and has a long record of
distinguished service as a
financial services professional.
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
Our December issue will be mailed early.

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger and
Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to the
Brotherhood.


