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Imagine something that you consider “huge.” Think of the biggest, hugest
thing you possibly can. The Grand Canyon? Mt. Everest? Our planet?
The universe? What would your answer be if I asked you to
think of what “Everything” is? That’s about as huge
as it gets!

Now think of how HUGE our God is… bigger
than any of those things we were thinking of at
first. Put yourself in perspective to that vision
of “hugeness.” We seem pretty small, right?
And yet we spend so much of our time thinking
about how we are at the center of our own
personal universe, how so many things revolve
around us. We dare ourselves every day to think
WE can control what happens around us. How we
can prioritize the events and “things” that matter or
happen in our daily lives. Do we need help in our “smallness”
to handle those HUGE things?

Now, remember what our God did in just seven days… created
everything! And consider what God does every second of every day! God
makes a huge tree spring up from a small seed, keeps the planets in their
constant orbits, and makes the tiniest snowflake absolutely unique. The
Lord keeps our hearts beating and our lungs breathing in and out—the
thousands of things happening inside our bodies right now all happening in
perfect synchronization. Every ability we have, our power of thinking and
reason, the moving of our limbs, our sense of sight, smell, and taste, is
given us by God.

God is the Creator and we are God’s creation. We were created IN GOD’S
IMAGE. And because we humans are blessed as the ONLY beings created in
God’s image, then we have that unique HUGE responsibility of representing
God on earth as God’s stewards. God made each and every one of us,
and everything else in this universe, and we, and EVERYTHING we
have, belongs to God. That’s pretty simple. We are to be stewards of
creation in a way that honors God, blesses others, and respects this
wonderful world God has created. That’s a pretty HUGE responsibility!

But, the good news is that we, as individuals and members of the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, are not alone in that “hugeness.” In Paul’s
letter to the Corinthians, he said “So let each one think of us in this
way—as Messiah’s helpers and stewards of the mysteries of God.”

We are children of our God, made in God’s image. So for us to feel or act
“small” does not serve the world like God wants us to. We were born to

make visible the glory of God that is within us. It’s not just in some of us,
but in ALL OF US. And when we visibly and actively share that light in

the community around us, we are doing what GOD intended
for us to do. And, at the same time, we are

unconsciously giving to others the inspiration to do
the same.

That’s what inspires me to act HUGE even
when I sometimes feel overwhelmed or small.
When I was asked to start a Brotherhood of St.
Andrew’s Chapter at my former parish and
again at my current parish, that seemed HUGE.
When I was elected as your 30th national

president, that seemed HUGE in light of everything
I already had going on in my life with retiring, moving

to a new home and state, and with two sons planning on
marriages. But when I look at what GOD does for me, every

minute of every day, then it doesn’t seem so overwhelming. God is the
Creator, we are God’s creation, and we are to be the stewards of the gifts
God has given us and glorify God’s name in everything we do. If something
seems HUGE, God is there to help us!

Have you had HUGE challenges? Have you reflected on how the
Brotherhood has transformed your spiritual life? How the HUGENESS of GOD
and God’s presence within you brought about that shining light in you? Can
you physically and emotionally and spiritually FEEL it? I know I have. And I
want to do everything I can to share that light with people who are still in
the darkness, not knowing the HUGENESS of our GOD.

I ask you all to help unlock the power of HUGENESS in our Brotherhood. As
we make our commitments, our pledges, to financially support the
Brotherhood’s ministry to men, remember no member or commitment is
TOO small to make a difference. No one stands alone when we are a
Brotherhood. Giving just an hour a week of your time to a Brotherhood
committee would be HUGE (and is it really YOUR time?). Sharing your
talents and skills with others in our fellowship would be HUGE (Didn’t God
give you talents?) And giving just a mere $2 per week of your treasure in
pledged giving would have a HUGE impact on our budgeted resources to
fund the work we do for others in furthering God’s Kingdom. (And isn’t it
God that gave us the ability to produce that treasure?)

Nothing is ours. Nothing really belongs to us. God owns everything; we’re
responsible for how we treat it and what we do with it. Stewards have
responsibilities. That’s what God asks us to do; to be stewards of that

2#brstandrew T�� B���������� �� S�. A�����

Conrad Jones
President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
conrad.jones@brothersandrew.net

UNLOCK THE HUGENESS
On My Mind…

Continued on page 3.
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Tom Welch
Executive Director, Brotherhood of St. Andrew
tom.welch@brothersandrew.net

GO FISH!

UNLOCK THE HUGENESS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2.

Directly Speaking

That was the great command of Jesus to his disciples, encouraging us to
become fishers of men. With that in mind, and at the invitation of the
Diocesan Coordinator for Dallas, Brother John Norton, that’s exactly what I
observed September as their guest.

Over two years ago a “Men’s Discipleship Summit” was planned for area
Brothers in and around Dallas. Thanks to the leadership and patience of the
Dallas Assembly it finally came to pass last month. I was humbled to open
the meeting with simple examples of how to “share a story” and live into the
Prayer of St. Francis. The Rev. Dr. John Tolson followed with an excellent day
of discipleship training to the packed room of men, both lay and clergy aged
17 to 80+. There are more such summits, mountain-top experiences, being
offered through Brothers Andrew later in the months ahead, both virtually
and in-person in New Mexico, Florida and elsewhere. Stay tuned to our bi-
weekly newsletters via email and The Cross. As you know, it is currently sent
via snail mail every other month.

Excellent visits with and support from a number of clergy and lay leaders
filled my six nights in Dallas. Many thanks to the hospitality of Matthew
Crownover, rector to Holy Trinity Garland and his family and John Norton for
having me as a house guest. Tim Smith, Director of Formation at St.
Michael’s and All Angels Dallas, Canon to the Ordinary Chris Brown, The Rev.
Christopher Stephen and Rector Betsy Randall of Epiphany Richardson,
Rector David Miller and Chapter Director Mark Schmidt at St. Anne’s DeSoto,
The Rev. Canon Michael Gilton and Staff Member Russel Defriend hosted the
summit at St. Philip’s Frisco. All of them couldn’t have been more supportive
of who we are as the hands and feet of Christ to men and youth. Holy
moments during Choral Evensong at the Church of the Incarnation is just one
example of the genuine sense of gratitude expressed and felt during those
days there.

Gratitude is often a theme during this time of year. Your national staff is
most grateful for your faithfulness and generosity through your ministry
pledges. Those help in our being able to do our part supporting members in
fulfilling the discipleship opportunities you have as “fisher of men.” Support
Staff Specialist Jess Shelton and I are your full-time staff. Editor Kathy
Copas, Staff Assistant Jamal Brown and Enrolled Agent Trisha Sakkema all
work as part-time contractors, each with critical roles in keeping to your
mission. On behalf of all here on staff, thank you. We’ve had 250 new
members so far this year and NINE new or re-chartered Chapters. Keep
throwing your nets on both sides of the boat. Christ is counting on you like
never before.

creation. That’s not too HUGE when we consider how HUGE our God is and,
TOGETHER, how we can unlock our HUGENESS. One day we will be called to
give an account of how we have been stewards of everything we have been
given, including our time, money, abilities, information, wisdom,
relationships, and authority. One day we will all give account to God how
well we managed the things the Lord has entrusted to us.

In our Book of Common Prayer Prayers of the People, there is one prayer
that says, “We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.” Can you
imagine how long it would take for you to give a full accounting of ALL the
blessings that have been poured upon you? God has given us is
EVERYTHING. I ask you all, in this season of Stewardship and Thanksgiving,

to consider for 2023 offering just one hour a week in time and talent to this
our ministry, and add just another $2 per week to your financial treasure
pledges (that’s less than 30 cents per day!). And, if any of you have been
held back for any reason from making your commitments in the past,
please make that act of stewardship and giving TODAY. Commit to give back
to God a portion of what is GOD’S. We are God’s entrusted stewards of what
has been given to us. Let’s unlock the HUGENESS of this ministry once
again. Let’s unlock the HUGENESS of GOD. All we need to do is have the
faith to make a commitment.

God Bless you Brothers!
And that’s what’s on my mind….

Diocesan Coordinator John Norton, Chris Brown,
Canon to the Ordinary and Tom Welch.

The keynote speaker for the summit. The Rev. Dr. John
Tolson of Dallas and Tom Welch.

Tom Welch, Chapter Director Mark Schmidt of St. Anne's
DeSoto, and Diocesan CorordinatorJohn Norton

Diocesan Corordinator John Norton, The Rev. Chris
Stephen, and Tom Welch at Epiphany Richardson.
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Proposed Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws

The Executive Board of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew on August 30, 2022 approved the following

amendments to be placed on the agenda of National Council Meeting to be held in December 2022.

These proposed Amendments are to adopt and incorporate as part of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew

Constitution and Bylaws the document entitled “Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation Endowment and

Investment Fund” {“Fund”), which was approved by the Executive Board.  The Fund document sets up

the basic ground rules for the operation of the Foundation, pursuant to the purposes of the Fund, and

establishes the Management Committee of the Fund.  The document also describes the sub-funds

included in it, establishes the Spending Policies of the funds, and establishes the procedures for changing

rules within such Policies.

Constitutional Amendment (change in italics and bold)

Article VII, Section 3

On October 24, 1939, the James L. Houghteling Memorial Fund was established by the Brotherhood.

Designated memorial contributions and percentage of life membership pledges as established by the

bylaws shall become a part of and retained in the corpus of the Fund. Th Fund, as amended, is

continuing and exists for the purpose of receiving, retaining, and investing funds, the income from which

shall be used for the maintenance, benefit, and support of the Brotherhood.  The official name of the

Fund is “The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation (James L. Houghteling Memorial Fund),” also

referred to as “The Brotherhood Foundation.” Management of the Fund assets shall be performed in

accordance with the operation and policies contained in the document, entitled “Brotherhood of St.

Andrew Foundation Endowment and Investment Fund,“ and such management shall be vested in the

Finance Committee.  The President, Treasurer, and Chancellor of the Brotherhood shall be notified of all

contributions to the Fund, at the time such contributions are made, and they shall confirm through the

annual independent audit that the balance of the corpus of the Fund reflects the addition of the

contributions made the previous year. The National Council shall have the power to amend the Fund

Agreement from time to time. The names of all persons memorialized shall be inscribed in the

Brotherhood Book of Remembrance and published in the Brother’s St. Andrew’s Cross publication.

Bylaw Amendment

8._ Section (f)

The Finance Committee shall keep watch over the financial condition of the Brotherhood, including

capital assets, receipts, expenditures, and preparation of and adherence to an annual budget.

Management of the Assets of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation shall also be vested in

Finance Committee and shall be performed in accordance with the operation and policies contained in

the document, entitled “Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation Endowment and Investment Fund.“

MOVING TOWARD OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING DECEMBER 1O
WATCH FOR LINKS AND OTHER INFORMATION AS THIS EVENT GROWS NEARER
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The Executive Board on August 30th, 2022 also approved the following amendment to The
Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s ByLaws for consideration on the National Council agenda.

(Proposed Changes)

1. CHAPTERS
………
(b) An active Chapter shall be one which (a) has forwarded to the National Office
an annual report on a form provided by the National Office as of the past St.
Andrew's Day (November 30), or whose application for charter has been
approved since October 1, immediately prior to the past St. Andrew's Day: (b) a
majority of its members have paid their current annual pledges as hereafter
prescribed: (c) meets regularly, preferable weekly, for prayer, study of the Holy
Bible, plan for service and regular business: (d) holds regular corporate
communions for its membership: and
(e) endeavors to be represented at Assembly meetings (if there is one).

VISIT BROTHERSANDREW.NET OR WATCH FOR THE NOVEMBER ISSUES OF THE CROSS.

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew community is mourning
the loss of our 28th National President Brother Robert J.
Dennis. Most of us knew him as "Brother Bob." On
September 3, at age 74, he finally lost a courageous
battle with prostate cancer. May his soul rest in peace
and rise in glory. Blessed in the eyes of the Lord are the
death of his saints.

Past President's Prayer
Here is a prayer that Past President Bob Dennis penned.

Jesus, My Savior, Prayer
Dear Lord Jesus, I have so much to be thankful for and sometimes I forget to

acknowledge how important you are in my life today. When times are bad, I am drawn
closer to you, and when times are good I know you are walking with me in my journey.

Thank you for guiding me in this journey to fulfill the purpose you have for my life. At
times I am clueless about what You are planning for me, but I want to trust you more and
believe that through you all things are possible. You died on the Cross for the forgiveness of
my sins, those that are past, present, and future.

Help me to live the fruits of the Spirit, showing love, joy, peace, patience, and kindness
to people, becoming more like you. Give me the strength to demonstrate gentleness and
self-control, and not be weary in doing good for others. I want to be faithful in my devotion
to you, and I know you will always be working on my behalf. In Your name, Jesus, I
pray. Amen.

Bob Dennis 9-12-20

IN MEMORIAM
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HAS YOUR BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER GONE
DORMANT? Ten Tips to Reconstitute and Revive It

The pandemic shutdowns caused a number of us to let our
Chapter lapse. Now that conditions are improving, what can
you do to get your Brotherhood Chapter up and running once
again? Here are a few ideas.

1. Talk with your clergy. Ask for their reflections, ideas,
and support. Their "buy-in" will be critical to your
success.

2. Go to Brothersandrew.net and get up to speed on
what's been happening with the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew lately. Read past issues of The Cross, check out
reports from Brotherhood areas of mission emphasis,
and review the latest news and opportunities.

3. Subscribe to Lead Like Andrew, the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Constant Contact e-newsletter, for additional
ideas on learning and connecting.

4. Participate in one of the monthly Brotherhood web
conferences and/or weekly Wednesday prayer
sessions.

5. Have a conversation with someone from the national
Brotherhood of St. Andrew office (see the contact
information on the back page of The Cross) for more
ideas and inspiration.

6. Gather a core group of leadership from your
previously-active Chapter over coffee or lunch.
Determine how they really feel about reconstituting the
Chapter. Ask their candid opinions about what went well
and what may need to change if a renewed Chapter
emerges. Have a discussion around what area or areas of
Brotherhood mission emphasis most interest your small
group. Brainstorm some ways you may want to serve
around those mission areas or others.

7. Plan a fun social event, such as a campfire supper or
pizza night, with once-active Brothers and potential
new ones you have identified. During the event, carve
out a few minutes to ask for ideas about reconstituting
your Chapter. Important—be very open to all ideas for
reinventing your Chapter. It's a new day. Just because
you met at 9 a.m. every Saturday for 30 years doesn't
automatically mean that's when you should meet now.
Listen and be willing to try some new things. Be aware of
potential new leadership that may be emerging. How is
the Holy Spirit interceding during your discussion time?

8. Work further with a small leadership team, and lots of
input, to develop a very clear direction around your
prayer-study-service emphasis. How will you do Bible
study and prayer? What mission projects will you
embrace? How will you have fun together and support
one another? What will your calendar look like through
the Spring?

JOIN US FOR BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW MIDDAY PRAYER
WEDNESDAYS AT 1 P.M. EASTERN TIME VIA ZOOM
ZOOM MEETING ID 893 4148 8609
PASSCODE: 0723
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9. Acknowledge and honor your past, especially
including a Holy remembrance of any of your
Brothers who died during the pandemic.

10.Eliminate any barriers to attendance your Brothers
may be experiencing. Perhaps someone no longer
drives. Offer them a ride. Maybe someone is caretaking
a spouse who is ill. Offer some caretaker respite during
your meetings, calling upon others in your parish to
serve in that way. Be sensitive to changing mobility
concerns with your Brothers, understanding some may
find stairs difficult or night driving problematic.
Anticipate everyone's needs and provide for those needs
as a means of offering Holy Hospitality.

As you embark on this journey, you'll likely find Brothers
are increasingly eager to get out and engage once again,
now that pandemic conditions are easing. Help everyone to
feel safe by observing some basic COVID-19 protocols as
your community health department statistics indicate. Have
fun together and go forth with a renewed commitment to
deepening your sense of prayer, mission, and study of the
scriptures. Be sure to tell us what you did and how it worked
out by writing to editor@brothersandrew.net.

2022 OR 2023?
By Conrad Jones, President, Brotherhood of St. Andrew

It seems to happen every year around this time. Brothers are trying
to figure out if they have made their dues donations for their 2022
membership or, if they send in a payment now, will it count toward
2022 or 2023 (pre-paid). Let me help clarify.

If you have ANY question about if you, personally, or your Chapter, is
currently paid for 2022, please contact your Chapter Director/Treasurer,
Province President, or the national Brotherhood office. Dues for a
current year were due by December 31 of the preceding year, but many
Chapters were not meeting again post COVID-19 and individual
members weren't aware they could make their payments online via our
website. In fact, our latest database shows nearly 420 Brothers made
their dues payments for the 2021 year but not yet for 2022. In fact,
we've been making many phone calls to encourage those Brothers to
remain current in their financial pledges for 2022. That has huge
implications for our budgeting.

Our fiscal year now runs the same as the calendar year. THIS year, we are asking for your 2023 renewal gifts to be sent in between November 30
(St. Andrew's Day) and December 31, 2022. And, we are encouraging Chapters to make the best effort they can to collect 2023 dues investments from
their rostered members and send in those payments from the Chapter, ALONG with a Chapter roster with updated contact information on all rostered
members.

Remember, payments received from now until November 30 will FIRST be applied toward 2022 dues investments if they have not yet been offered.
If you are already current for 2022, then please make sure to indicate 2023 on your check.

And remember, only Chapters that have THE MAJORITY of their rostered members current with 2022 pledges and have submitted a Chapter Report
are eligible to have delegates for voting at the National Council meeting on December 10.
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If you’ve ever opened a bank account, set up a 
retirement plan, or applied for life insurance, you 
completed a form to say who will inherit the mon-
ey in those accounts someday. Then again, the cus-
tomer service rep may have forgotten to discuss it. 

But this opportunity is too good to miss! It’s a 
simple form, done right on the spot, and it keeps 
your money out of probate. No attorneys, no hassle 
for your heirs, no extra expenses tacked onto your 
estate. There’s no limit to the amount you can leave 
someone. And you should include your church in 
addition to The Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 

As you decide who will inherit your accounts, will  
you please consider including us along with your 
loved ones? It’s a very simple, yet powerful way to 
provide long-lasting future support for our mis-
sion. (Plus, save your heirs up to 65% tax on your 
retirement assets!) 

All it takes is a simple signature. 

It’s your money, and you deserve the  
right to say what happens to it.

More simple ways to  make your mark on the future:
» Make a gift through your will and trust» Give life insurance you no longer need» Donate appreciated stock and save on taxes» Consider a gift of real estate»  Make a gift that gives you fixed income  payments for life

» Make a gift that protects your assets» Donate from a Donor Advised Fund

Interested? 
For more information about  
this and other planned giving  
opportunities, visit: 
http://brothersandrew.plannedgiving.org 
Or contact:  
plannedgiving@brothersandrew.net 

(502) 450-5640

___
A gift that costs nothing 

in your lifetime.___
With a simple signature  

you shouldn’t forget.

Blossom Full Page Adv_12.21.21v3.indd   1 12/22/21   11:44 AM
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BROTHERHOOD TEXAS HOLD'EM FUNDRAISER BUILDS
FRIENDS AND FUNDS

The Brotherhood of St Andrew at Good Shepherd in Friendswood, TX (Houston)
held a profitable Texas Hold’em fundraiser event on Saturday, August 27. The
Brotherhood provided free dinner and drinks to all from 6 p.m.-7 p.m. and started
playing Texas Hold’em immediately after. Dinner was Coney Island hot dogs, lemon
pepper chicken, coleslaw, potato salad, and chips. Twenty-seven players enjoyed
the fun competition with both experienced and novice players attending. All had a
great time and the event proceeds will fund Brotherhood service projects around
the church and the Chapter’s annual scholarship.

The Chapter would like to thank all who participated and helped, especially the
Texas Hold ‘em dealers Nancy Browning(head), Jonah Isaac, Wiley Murrell, Trish
Johnson and Ray Zansler(new). The event wouldn’t have been possible without
these great volunteers and others.

The Good Shepherd Friendswood,
Texas Chapter of the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew participated in the installation
ceremony of a new Brotherhood
Chapter at Grace Episcopal Church in
Galveston on Sunday, September 11,
during their 10:30 a.m. service.

Brothers Chris Mays, John Morawski, Robert Walker and Peter Gilmour
attended. Peter presented the new members to Chris Matthews,
Brotherhood Diocesan Coordinator, who performed the induction ceremony
during the service with The Reverend Jonathan Totty. This was the
culmination of work by Chris Mays, Peter Gilmour and Chris Mathews with
Calvin Buckley of Grace who is the new Director of the Chapter. The
Friendswood Chapter is the sponsoring Chapter and continues working on
establishing new Chapters at nearby churches. After the service, a delicious
potluck lunch was provided.

L to Right - Chris Matthews, Peter Gilmour, Robert Walker, John Morawski,
Chris Mays, John Gorman, Fernando Buckley, Calvin Buckley, Jeff Kilgore, Bill
Watson, Jeff Pitsenbarge, Father Jonathan Totty

L to Right - 1st row: Calvin Buckley, Father Jonathan Totty, Chris Matthews,
Fernando Buckley, Bill Watson. 2nd Row: John Gorman, Chris Mays, Robert
Walker, Peter Gilmour, John Morawski. Missing: Jeff Pitsenbarger and Jeff
Kilgore

NEW BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER INSTALLED

Installation

Fundraiser
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ST. MATTHEW’S AUSTIN CHAPTER REVIEWS THE BROTHERHOOD'S FOCUS MINISTRY
FOR RECOVERY

As part of the Brotherhood's disciplines of Prayer, Study, and Service, Lee Wright, National
Brotherhood Recovery Ministry Vice President, presented an overview of the Brotherhood's Recovery
ministry to the St. Matthew’s Austin Chapter on September 10. Chapter Treasurer, Allen Keith, also
discussed St. Matthew's Recovery programs in the Austin, TX area. This talk was well-received by
the attendees (both on-site and Zoom). The ministry generally supports recovery from addiction,
including both those who are experiencing addiction or are a family member or friend who are
affected by the addiction. All can get the help they need without fear of rejection or shame. The
Brotherhood of St. Andrew recognizes that recovery from addictions requires an active supportive
community. Websites, blogs, and resources, such as Recovery Ministry of the Episcopal Church
(episcopalrecovery.org) and Red Door Blog – (episcopalrecovery.org) have been integral in
continuing to build and nourish that type of community. Prior to the September 10 event, the
Chapter Weekly Bible Study studied Mark 5:8-9 (“My name is Legion”) and ended with the following
Prayer for Recovery from the national Brotherhood organization.

O blessed Lord, you ministered to all who came to you: Look with compassion upon all who
through addiction have lost their health and freedom. Restore to them the assurance of your
unfailing mercy; remove from them the fears that beset them, strengthen them in the work of their
recovery; and to those who care for them, give patient understanding and persevering love. Amen.

For more information on the Brotherhood Recovery mission emphasis, go to the Brotherhood of St. Andrew website at brothersandrew.net
—Submitted by Don Neely, Chapter Director, St. Matthew’s Austin.

FUTURE JR. BROTHERHOOD MEMBER BORN IN SEATTLE
Andrew Bird, Brotherhood Diocesan Coordinator in Olympia, Washington, and his wife Cate Bird, welcomed the

arrival of their son, Daniel, in August. Unfortunately, he was born weeks early due to a Congenital
Diaphragmatic Hernia. He was immediately taken to Seattle Children's Hospital for surgery two days later. Many
Brothers and other faith family and friends began praying mightily for a good outcome. The family held an
emergency, virtual baptism on surgery day. Thanks be to God, Baby Daniel made it through surgery, is doing well,
and is now home! Brothers and others praying together provided strength and help at a very challenging time for
this young family. And, everyone hopes Daniel will grow up to become a Brotherhood of St. Andrew member
himself!

ONE MORE APPEAL FROM YOUR LEADERSHIP TEAM…
It's that time of year when folks especially begin to think about making those charitable donations of clothing, goods, and money, and catching up on

their parish pledges for 2022 if they have slipped behind. BUT have you checked to make sure that your charitable donation to the Brotherhood has been
met or even exceeded your plans for this year?

Our 2022 budget anticipated income from Sr. Member pledges this year for 1,800 existing Brothers and 200 new members, totaling $100,000. The
good news is we have grown 245 NEW MEMBERS to-date this year through new or regenerated Chapters. But the CHALLENGING news, and
what we need your help with, is that we only have 1,491 paid Sr. Members. We are SHORT in our budget for 2022 of 509 Sr. Member pledges (that's a
$25,000 shortage on this year's budget)!

So, if you have not yet made your 2022 membership pledge, or if you are looking to make an end-of-year charitable donation to your Brotherhood
ministry, please do so. Contact information for your Brotherhood national office is on the back page of this issue of The Cross.
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Is the Brotherhood of St. Andrew a “one size fits all” ministry with men?
Do we ask men to join our Chapters, or at first invite them to our meetings,
and then say “if you do this or do that” you can join, and please pay a
pledge to our ministry, as well? This is just something to think about. Men
are not typically “joiners” and that is a concern we share in the Church
today. It has always been a challenge to disciple men and, unless we reach
out to men in an untypical way, this will continue to be a missed
opportunity.

Matthew’s Gospel clearly states in chapter 28, verse 19, what Jesus has
commanded us to do, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations….” (and people/groups) and, in verse 20, “Teaching them to
observe all that I have commanded you.” Our Rule of Life as Brothers
Andrew is to adhere to the Disciplines of Prayer, Study and Service. We must
pray daily (continually), study the Holy Scriptures daily (both individually and
in small groups when meetings are set), and, for service, lead all men into a
saving relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Not easy as
believers, but “All things are possible through Jesus Christ who strengthens
me(us).” Philippians 4:13.

So, why tell your story? We are called to reach out to men, those who
need someone to listen to, someone to pray with and for them, and
someone to mentor them. Yes, we can do this! I read recently that “God
never gives us more than God can handle through us.” I have listened to
men giving witness talks for many years and their testimonies resonate with
me and inspire me to want to share my faith. The best method to use is to
tell men or women what transformed your heart to seek a deeper
relationship with Jesus. It may have been a gradual process over a few or
many years, or some event more sudden and unexpected, that you were
drawn closer to our Lord. Regardless, you are now a Brothers Andrew, and a
worker in God’s vineyard.

Speaking from the heart works, and we are all familiar with this quote
attributed to St Francis, “Preach the Gospel at all times, and if necessary,
use words.” Your words will make a difference. I have led small groups in
the Brotherhood in a Chapter setting and have been a small group facilitator
as well for years. It is rewarding when you see the progress a spiritual
brother or sister is making in their journey and knowing that they have the
support of their fellow small group folks keeps them on “track”.

Holding a Brother Andrew accountable as a member of your Chapter will
mutually benefit each of you, as one spurs the other on. As is sometimes
quoted in men’s ministry, “Iron sharpens iron, but one man sharpens
another.” Yes, we rely and trust our Lord to provide, but God places men
who are mature in their faith to guide us on our journey. The best example
we can set is to live by example to our fellow members. The Disciplines were
designed with us in mind. One cannot work without the other.

The more you hold fast to the Disciplines the more you grow in your
ministry with men. We recite the Disciplines together when we open our
Chapter meetings. If we are reluctant to tell our story to other men, then we
need to mature in our relationship with God and, through prayer and study,
we will be better prepared to speak as Jesus has called us to in Matthew 28.
Philippians 4:6-7 tells us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
Believing this passage is all we need to tell our story, ”Be strong and
courageous.” Joshua 1:9.

TELL YOUR STORY: A BROTHER’S REFLECTIONS

THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW VISION, MISSION, & DISCIPLINES
Vision: To inspire, empower and equip men and boys to fulfill the Great Commission.
Mission: To bring men and youth to Christ.
The Brotherhood endeavors to accomplish this mission through the threefold disciplines of Prayer,

Study and Service.
• Discipline of Prayer. To pray daily for the spread of Christ's kingdom, especially among men

and youth, and for God's blessings upon the labors of the Brotherhood.
• Discipline of Study. To study the Holy Scriptures regularly and the teachings of the Church, to

attain a better understanding of how to follow Christ and bring others into his kingdom.
• Discipline of Service. To make continuous efforts, week by week, to bring others nearer to

Christ through his Church.
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
The deadline for our November issue is October 20.

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger and
Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to the
Brotherhood.


