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What’s in a name? Moreover, what’s in our name, Brotherhood of Saint
Andrew? Does that name say anything about who we are, what we do, or
where we come from? On the surface, I’d say no. Just think of being
introduced to someone new and saying, “I’m a member of the Brotherhood
of Saint Andrew”. I’d venture you’d get a puzzled look from that person,
unless they already knew whoWE are. That’s an evangelism moment… but
more on that later.
There are two parts to that official name of the organization to which we

say we belong. When people hear our name, I’d bet they first linger on the
Saint Andrew part more than the Brotherhood part.
Saint Andrew—whose Greek name means “manly”— Andrew is the

first Apostle named, and he was a disciple of St. John the Baptist before
Jesus’ call. He was called from fishing by Jesus to follow him, promising
that he would make Andrew and his brother Peter “fishers of men.” While
with Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Olives, Andrew asked Jesus for
signs of the earth’s end, which inspired the eschatological discourse
in Mark 13. In that chapter, Jesus speaks of what is to come, but especially
in verse 10, where they are told “The good news must first be proclaimed to
all nations”.
The Brotherhood—formally, the definition of that term is “the feeling of

closeness and friendship that exists between companions, a group of
persons formally joined together for some common interest.” In our case,
we are members of a community of men who take their faith seriously, who
can be counted on to put Scripture into service both within the parish and in
the community.
The real dichotomy here is that although to be like Andrew and be a

“fisher of men” and evangelize our faith, we should rely on---and
incorporate with---other men… our BROTHERS, as we fulfill our pledge to
minister for the spread of Christ’s Kingdom among men and youth. Of
course we can do it alone, but it sure makes it easier when we do that as a
Brotherhood. As Christians, we are called by God to feed the poor, visit
those who are sick or in prison, and comfort the afflicted. And, as Brothers
in Christ, our daily prayers and regular study challenge us to encourage and
support others in their walk with Christ.
So, what makes us different that we are a Brotherhood and not simply

another men’s group?
We have structure, purpose, identity, a mission. We are committed to

supporting each other in our faith journey and sharing the good news of
Christ with other men just as Andrew did. We feel God’s presence whenever
we are all together, virtually OR in person, and the power of our prayers

being
answered.
We are
incorporate with our
Brothers who help in our spiritual growth, fellowship, prayer and worship,
leading us to mentor our younger generation, and opportunities for service
to our church and community. We all know that, but it helps to digest it once
again.
Our lives were transformed when we committed ourselves to this

community of faithful men. We were no longer just a Christian man, but we
joined a Brotherhood of Christian men. We proudly wear our distinctive
lapel pins that serve to remind us of how Saint Andrew was crucified. He
was sentenced to death by crucifixion by the Romans in Greece but asked to
be crucified on a diagonal cross as he felt he wasn’t worthy to die on the
same shape of cross as Jesus.
This Brotherhood, this community, is bigger than us as evangelizing

individuals. We are bound together in our mission and purpose that crosses
all geographical, political, or racial borders. This Brotherhood is bigger than
our individual selves, but together we are a Brotherhood. Together,
supported by our Brothers, we have an obligation to fulfill our pledge of
continuing what St. Andrew started and died for… bringing men to a closer
walk with Christ. That’s what makes us a true Brotherhood. And if you ever
join us for our midday, mid-week prayers, you’ll hear this prayer for the
Brotherhood:

“O Lord, send forth these Brothers equipped to follow you so
they may fulfill the ministry of your Church according to your will.
Create in each of us a pure heart and a patient faith so that we
may serve you now and evermore. Look with favor on the ministry
of the Brotherhood of Saint Andrew. All this we ask through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.”
I hope you’re all like me and filled with enthusiasm whenever I share with

someone that I am a part of a BROTHERHOOD of men. And it’s reinforced
whenever we greet each other by calling each other “Brother” (loud enough
so others around can hear!).
And that’s what’s been on my mind….
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THANKSGIVING FOR GOD’S GOODNESS
Directly Speaking

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within
me, bless his holy name.” Psalm 103 (NRSV)

Brothers and fellow children of the living God, greetings!
Last month I literally was told to take an extended break from work. Once I

thought about it, I realized I hadn’t really taken a week off, truly away from
work, since COVID-19 began in March of 2020. That’s not good. Our senior
leadership warned me if they found I was checking emails and other
messaging while on this two-week break they would have the staff change
my passwords! It’s funny now, but they were serious. The first week I was
away I truly didn’t decompress. The second week was a different story.
That’s the story I want to share with you.
The second week I spent in the DC area; Virginia Theological Seminary to

be exact. Quiet time. Walks on the campus in the cool of the evening. Time
was spent one evening with two of my college buddies down in Yorktown.
Informal meals back on campus. Much prayer time, spontaneous friendships
established throughout the week, etc. I was just covered up in holy moments
time and time again. One of the blessings of working for Brothers Andrew is
the priceless relationships that have grown both for me personally and the
ministry in general.
One such friendship is that of The Rt. Rev. Carl Wright, our National

Chaplain. He lives in Bethesda and made the short drive down for dinner one
night on campus. As it turned out it was his birthday. Another God-incident
was that two seminarians, both future military chaplains, joined us. We had
a delightful time. It was interesting to hear the faith stories of these two
young men. Each was a unique story. Neither had been of our tradition too
long. We absolutely MUST make time for one another to have in-person
conversation with no particular agenda in mind. It grows community when
we do.
Throughout my time in the DC area I kept asking for peace of mind and

heart, for God to bless my soul. Then one afternoon a favorite Psalm of my
late father came to mind. A few days ago I went to YouTube to hear some
versions of it. When I got to the one below, I knew I was to share it with you
now. My prayer for you this day is to find your Bible, open it up to Psalm 103
and read all of it while you listen to these soldiers for Christ; literal soldiers.
Pray that God protects them, works through Him for the good of the
Kingdom, that He blesses their loved ones back home, and most importantly

that we as a nation start to conduct our lives with more healthy, Christ-like,
civil discourse.
Lastly, I was overwhelmed with the kind words from my words to you last

month in this space. You set a record number of replies. Know it was not Tom
writing, but God writing through me. To God be the glory. May these young
souls in the video below touch you even more deeply as they sing a popular
song based on Psalm 103. Until next month, God’s peace be with you…and a
couple of summer peaches as well. I had some doses of both these last few
weeks!

Marines Sing Psalm 103 (youtu.be/lJfSN6245-Y)



T�� B���������� �� S�. A�����#brstandrew 4

OUR BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW HERITAGE
IN 1908, PRESIDENT THEODORE ROOSEVELT SIGNED

AN ACT OF CONGRESS INCORPORATING THE
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW AND SETTING A
COURSE FOR THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF OUR
MINISTRY OF PRAYER, STUDY, AND SERVICE THAT
CONTINUES TODAY.
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR THIS BOLD VISION

AND ACTION SOME 114 YEARS AGO, AS WE WORK
TODAY TO CONTINUE HONORING OUR PROUD HERITAGE.
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NATIONAL BROTHERHOOD COUNCIL TO MEET IN NOVEMBER
ONLY CHAPTERS IN GOOD STANDING WILL BE ALLOWED
DELEGATE VOTING
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew National Council Meeting will be held

virtually on Saturday, December 10th. Agenda items include, but are not
limited to, approve the proposed 2023 budget, elect a National Treasurer
and vote on any proposed changes for our Constitution or Bylaws, provided
they have met notification requirements.
Only Chapters IN GOOD STANDING will be allowed voting delegates.

Don't miss the opportunity for your Chapter to have a voice and vote. "In
Good Standing" indicates an Annual Chapter Report has
been submitted and the Chapter members are
current in their pledges for 2022.
Delegates from the 2021 Council meeting

will be contacted by email to confirm if they
are indeed the delegate for 2022 and, if not,
who from the Chapter is to be the
representative.
If you have proposed Constitution or

Bylaws changes, please contact the
Brotherhood national office using the contact
information of Page 8 of The Cross.

A NOTE FROM YOUR BROTHERHOOD MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
The Brotherhood is THE men's ministry of the Church, both domestically

within the Anglican/Episcopal community here in the states and beyond.
Many of our nation's most noted clergy herald these words. To fulfill this
large role throughout the church, the Brotherhood needs each Brother to
make an annual pledge, and when possible, even donate more dollars.
Why?
We Brothers have two tasks. Many persons today, especially younger

men, are suspicious of institutions and, unfortunately, the Church has a
large suspicion target on its back. Therefore, each Brother’s first

task is to make personal contact to speak as an
evangelist and tell the Good News. But none of us

are done then. Our second task is to contribute
membership dollars that are essential for the
Brotherhood to present our message to a
larger audience on a provincial and national
level.
The committee’s task is clear and we

committee members are rolling up our sleeves
to emulate our forebears who reached out to

lonely men in rooming houses in Chicago and
invited them to church. So, we invite you to come

with us. We need every Brother. As we southerners say,
“What are y’all doin’?” As our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said,

“Come and see.” And I say, come on in, the water is fine. Come and see!
Blessings, Dick Hooper
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Membership Committee
The members of your committee are:

Combined, that represents over 270 years of Brotherhood experience. If
you have suggestions for how we can maintain and enhance our
Brotherhood community membership, please reach out
to dick.hooper@brothersandrew.net

BROTHERHOOD MEMBERSHIP UPDATES
WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS OF THE BROTHERHOOD:
The Rev. Jonathon Totty, Jeff Pitsenbarger, Bill Watson, Jeff Kilgore,

Fernando Buckley, John Gorman, Terry Schieber, Russ Brumagin

NEW CHAPTER:
Grace Episcopal Church, Galveston, TX

BROTHERS ENTERING THE GREATER LIFE:
Joseph Wright, George Worrell, Bud Currens, James Baldwin

MR.WELCH GOES TO WASHINGTON
While on vacation

recently, Executive
Director Tom Welch
couldn't help but
chat with a friend of
the Brotherhood
after church. Here
he is with The Very
Reverend Randy
Hollerith, Dean of
the Washington D.C.
Cathedral of St.
Peter and Paul,
commonly known as
Washington National
Cathedral.

Dick Hooper (FL)
Tom Martin (GA)
Jim Carlock (VA)
Sam Palermo (PA)

Carlo Cherubini (OH)
Jeff Butcher (KY)
Roy Benavides (NM)
Eric Fisher (CA)

John Matthews (FL)
Nick Cox (NY)
Tom Welch (KY)
Conrad Jones (NC)

JOIN US FOR BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW MIDDAY PRAYER
WEDNESDAYS AT 1 P.M. EASTERN TIME VIA ZOOM
ZOOMMEETING ID 893 4148 8609
PASSCODE: 0723
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The Mattoon, Illinois Brotherhood Chapter---the only Chapter in the
Diocese of Springfield---reconstituted last year and quickly got busy. The
Chapter began with just five men but is already growing.

The Chapter begins its gatherings with a catered breakfast, faith-based
historic speaker, and Morning Prayer prior to meeting on care for one
another and ministry projects.
As the Chapter reconstituted, part of their initial planning for ministry

included homework assignments exploring human needs and potential
mission partnerships in their community. The Brothers explored such topics
as mental illness, substance abuse, homelessness, and hunger. They
carefully discussed opportunities and where their Chapter could make the
best impact. After five months, they settled on supporting a high school food
pantry aimed at supporting students who are homeless or poorly housed
and in need of food and toiletries. They collected donations of cash
amounting to $280, as well as eight boxes of much-needed items and
delivered them to the shelter.
Another ministry they started is called “A Cup.” They accepted donations

of bottled water and ice and distributed over 280 bottles of water to
participants walking in the July 4th parade. Then, they gave out over 300
bottles of water at their community’s Bagel Fest parade. (What a great way
to connect with their community!)
Their Chapter will be participating this fall in Halloween Trunk or Treat led

by the City of Mattoon in the downtown area. While handing out candy to
the children, they will be displaying information about the Brotherhood of
St. Andrew and their parish, hoping to spread the word about their
community outreach commitments and invite some new Brotherhood
members.
What’s next? They are exploring the fact that most of their parishioners

are now aging and caring for grandchildren. Yet, their parish hasn’t had a
Sunday school program in years. So they have crafted an initial vision for a
Brotherhood-led Sunday school program involving both the Brothers and
their spouses as teachers.
Their teacher model involves one Brotherhood member and a spouse of

another Brotherhood member conducting the class one Sunday of the month
together. The following month, the Brotherhood members will be paired up
with a different spouse for one weekly Sunday school session. This
ingenious approach means members won’t get burned out with teaching

responsibilities so easily. Plus, it will help build greater community among
Brotherhood members and spouses.
Their future planning also includes the possibility of hosting an ice cream

social in the Spring, a shoe drive, and a chili dinner.
Finally, their hard look at potential mission partners has now connected

them with a deacon and another church in a neighboring community. This
partnership has resulted in the initial development of a prison ministry at
two state prisons. They view this large mission commitment as a major
expansion of their Chapter and parish ministry, leading the way to creating a
much larger Brotherhood of St. Andrew mission footprint in the Diocese of
Springfield. (Hint: some important potential models and lessons for Chapters
everywhere!)

MATTOON, ILLINOIS CHAPTER RECONSTITUTES AND ADOPTS AN ACTIVE MISSION AGENDA
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CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH CHAPTER IN BOWLING GREEN
KENTUCKY, RESUMES BREAKFAST MINISTRY
The Brothers Andrew at Christ

Episcopal Church in Bowling
Green, Kentucky joyfully
resumed one of their ministries
in June. In addition to meeting
the first and third Saturdays of
each month, the Brothers have
traditionally provided breakfast
between the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
services on the first Sunday of
each month. This well-loved
church gathering temporarily
stopped during the worst of the
COVID-19 pandemic. So,
Brothers and parishioners were
delighted to see it return. L-R RICK MITCHELL, TROY PUCKETT, ERNIE GOUVAS, BRIAN MORRISON, JOHN PARKER, AND RICHARD GREER

L-R BRIAN MORRISON, BRUCE POWELL, JIMMY STEWART, ERNIE GOUVAS, TROY PUCKETT, JIM DALE, JOHN PARKER, AND RICHARD GREER

ERNIE GOUVAS AND JOHN PARKER PREPARE GRAVY. CHEF ERNIE GOUVAS AND THE MUCH-CELEBRATED
GRAVY.

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH PARISHIONERS ONCE AGAIN ENJOYING
THE MONTHLY BREAKFAST.
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Proposed Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws

The Executive Board of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew on August 30, 2022 approved the following

amendments to be placed on the agenda of National Council Meeting to be held in December 2022.

These proposed Amendments are to adopt and incorporate as part of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew

Constitution and Bylaws the document entitled “Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation Endowment and

Investment Fund” {“Fund”), which was approved by the Executive Board.  The Fund document sets up

the basic ground rules for the operation of the Foundation, pursuant to the purposes of the Fund, and

establishes the Management Committee of the Fund.  The document also describes the sub-funds

included in it, establishes the Spending Policies of the funds, and establishes the procedures for changing

rules within such Policies.

Constitutional Amendment (change in italics and bold)

Article VII, Section 3

On October 24, 1939, the James L. Houghteling Memorial Fund was established by the Brotherhood.

Designated memorial contributions and percentage of life membership pledges as established by the

bylaws shall become a part of and retained in the corpus of the Fund. Th Fund, as amended, is

continuing and exists for the purpose of receiving, retaining, and investing funds, the income from which

shall be used for the maintenance, benefit, and support of the Brotherhood.  The official name of the

Fund is “The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation (James L. Houghteling Memorial Fund),” also

referred to as “The Brotherhood Foundation.” Management of the Fund assets shall be performed in

accordance with the operation and policies contained in the document, entitled “Brotherhood of St.

Andrew Foundation Endowment and Investment Fund,“ and such management shall be vested in the

Finance Committee.  The President, Treasurer, and Chancellor of the Brotherhood shall be notified of all

contributions to the Fund, at the time such contributions are made, and they shall confirm through the

annual independent audit that the balance of the corpus of the Fund reflects the addition of the

contributions made the previous year. The National Council shall have the power to amend the Fund

Agreement from time to time. The names of all persons memorialized shall be inscribed in the

Brotherhood Book of Remembrance and published in the Brother’s St. Andrew’s Cross publication.

Bylaw Amendment

8._ Section (f)

The Finance Committee shall keep watch over the financial condition of the Brotherhood, including

capital assets, receipts, expenditures, and preparation of and adherence to an annual budget.

Management of the Assets of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation shall also be vested in

Finance Committee and shall be performed in accordance with the operation and policies contained in

the document, entitled “Brotherhood of St. Andrew Foundation Endowment and Investment Fund.“

MOVING TOWARD OUR NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING DECEMBER 1O
WATCH FOR LINKS AND OTHER INFORMATION AS THIS EVENT GROWS NEARER
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The Executive Board on August 30th, 2022 also approved the following amendment to The
Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s ByLaws for consideration on the National Council agenda.

(Proposed Changes)

1. CHAPTERS
………
(b) An active Chapter shall be one which (a) has forwarded to the National Office
an annual report on a form provided by the National Office as of the past St.
Andrew's Day (November 30), or whose application for charter has been
approved since October 1, immediately prior to the past St. Andrew's Day: (b) a
majority of its members have paid their current annual pledges as hereafter
prescribed: (c) meets regularly, preferable weekly, for prayer, study of the Holy
Bible, plan for service and regular business: (d) holds regular corporate
communions for its membership: and
(e) endeavors to be represented at Assembly meetings (if there is one).

VISIT BROTHERSANDREW.NET OR WATCH FOR THE
OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER ISSUES OF THE CROSS
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If you’ve ever opened a bank account, set up a 
retirement plan, or applied for life insurance, you 
completed a form to say who will inherit the mon-
ey in those accounts someday. Then again, the cus-
tomer service rep may have forgotten to discuss it. 

But this opportunity is too good to miss! It’s a 
simple form, done right on the spot, and it keeps 
your money out of probate. No attorneys, no hassle 
for your heirs, no extra expenses tacked onto your 
estate. There’s no limit to the amount you can leave 
someone. And you should include your church in 
addition to The Brotherhood of St. Andrew. 

As you decide who will inherit your accounts, will  
you please consider including us along with your 
loved ones? It’s a very simple, yet powerful way to 
provide long-lasting future support for our mis-
sion. (Plus, save your heirs up to 65% tax on your 
retirement assets!) 

All it takes is a simple signature. 

It’s your money, and you deserve the  
right to say what happens to it.

More simple ways to  make your mark on the future:
» Make a gift through your will and trust» Give life insurance you no longer need» Donate appreciated stock and save on taxes» Consider a gift of real estate»  Make a gift that gives you fixed income  payments for life

» Make a gift that protects your assets» Donate from a Donor Advised Fund

Interested? 
For more information about  
this and other planned giving  
opportunities, visit: 
http://brothersandrew.plannedgiving.org 
Or contact:  
plannedgiving@brothersandrew.net 

(502) 450-5640

___
A gift that costs nothing 

in your lifetime.___
With a simple signature  

you shouldn’t forget.

Blossom Full Page Adv_12.21.21v3.indd   1 12/22/21   11:44 AM
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LET US HEAR FROM YOU!
The deadline for our September issue is September 15.

Share your stories, photos, and ideas with us at editor@brothersandrew.net.

EVERY LITTLE BIT HELPS
Your purchases can help make a difference. Kroger and
Amazon will donate a portion of your purchases to the
Brotherhood.

BROOKLYN BROTHERHOOD ASSEMBLY HOLDS LUNCH FOR PERSONS EXPERIENCING POVERTY
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew Brooklyn Assembly,

Diocese of Long Island, NY, fed persons in their community
who are experiencing poverty with a lunch on Saturday,
August 6. Brothers arrived at 6 a.m. for the big task of
preparing the feast. The menu included rice, chicken,
ham, and macaroni and cheese. Water and soft drinks
were also offered. Monetary donations are being accepted
for future feeding efforts.

THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH
1. Get ready for fall by personally checking in with your Brotherhood members

who have recently been active, as well as those who have drifted away.
2. Plan a really fun event for a Chapter fall kickoff and invite all current, lapsed,

and potential new Brotherhood members. Think bonfire lunch or supper… a
college football tailgating or watching experience… a visit to a historic site, a
movie, hiking, bowling, or golf with an after meal or party. What do your
Brothers enjoy doing to have some fun?! Make it happen.

3. Take a fresh look at your Thanksgiving and Christmas mission outreach.
How can you perhaps switch some things up and make it even better and
stronger?

4. Prior to your first fall meeting, rough out a proposed schedule of dates and
activities for the whole church year. You’ll be ready to have some good
conversation at your first fall meeting about what the upcoming year could look
like.


