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OBEDIENCE
On My Mind…

Words are not hard to come by today. Seems every year
we read where new words or slang words have been
accepted into the mainstream or placed in our
dictionary because of their new common usage.
In fact, over 450 new words or meanings were
added in 2022 alone! I’m sure there are many
we don’t use, but there is one particular word
that it seems we see used less and less. The
word is “obedience.” Of course, the word
“obey” means to follow commands or
guidance; to conform to or comply with a
directive. Most of us would say we know what this
word means but do we use it very often these days?

In the Bible, we find the word “obey” appears 69 times
and the word “obedience” appears 16 times! It seems like obedience
is a forgotten action in this world today, more than ever before. We make
excuses for not wanting to follow God’s Word. We make excuses for not
wanting to serve God. We make excuses for not wanting to follow the laws of
the land. We always have an excuse, don’t we? That’s because being
obedient takes EFFORT, it takes COURAGE, and it takes COMMITMENT!

Our Baptismal Covenant includes five questions regarding how we, as
Christians, are called to live out our faith with firm commitment and a
reliance on God’s help.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers? I will, with God’s help.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord? I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in
Christ? I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as
yourself? I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect
the dignity of every human being? I will, with God’s help.

To be obedient to God, we must be obedient to God’s Word. We need to
stand out so people can see a difference in our lives. The world needs to see
Christ in us and through us. GOD’S WORD is the book of instructions that
show us what we need to do, how to act, and how to exemplify Christ. God
wants us to obey in times of blessing and in times of testing. God blesses us
when we hear and obey. That’s the essence of faith.

In 2 Timothy 3:1-5, Paul tells Timothy, “This, know also,
that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men

shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural
affection, trucebreakers, false accusers,
incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are
good. Traitors, heady, high minded, lovers of
pleasure more than lovers of God; having a form
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from
such turn away.”
If you really look at these verses, you find out that

all of this comes from not being obedient to God. All of
these characterizations, and more, that Paul described come

from us thinking we know better than God. We know how to do it
better. But, God’s way is the only way and obedience is the key. We like to
refuse and rebel against doing it God’s way, don’t we? We must change
ourselves to be willing, to be obedient.

Many people choose to reject God and live the human free choice life of
this world by doing it their way. But, what will they say in the end? “God, I
love you, but, life only comes around once!” Sacrifice does not always
require obedience. However, obedience always requires sacrifice. We
sacrifice the flesh every time we obey God. Remember Abraham?

My challenge is to continue to try to grow closer to God by obeying God,
being willing to obey the word of God. Listening to what God says never
leads me wrong. God's forgiveness in Christ is certainly unconditional, but it
is also uncompromising. Newness of life is not merely a patched-up old life
but an altogether different life, the life of Christ imparted to the soul of man.
It is the power to forsake sin and self and to live a life of holiness and purity
of heart.

Our willingness to obey is always the key. Our willingness to listen leads us
there. When we pray, there are only three responses from God: “Yes,” “Not
Yet,” or “That’s not what I have planned for you.” Faithful obedience….

And that’s what’s been on my mind….
Brother Conrad
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PEACE BE WITH YOU
Directly Speaking

I don’t know about you, but
Spring and Eastertide are among my
favorite days to enjoy. The possible
exception from these days is
sneezing from all of the blooms.
Though I am writing well ahead of
Eastertide and you are reading this
during Lent, I’m already imagining
these days before us. Many of us
will experience special music on
Easter Sunday. One of my favorite
memories on that special day was
hearing a string quartet, one
violinist in particular, beautifully
execute some runs from Vivaldi’s
Spring from the Four Seasons. It
was wonderful. It’s about 2:15
minutes into the clip at the close.

Easter Sunday and the Sundays of
Eastertide leading up to Pentecost Sunday are times when visitors to a
church are particularly high in volume. In the first 60 days of 2023, we’ve
had more inquiries about Chapter formation than we did over the same
period last year and many times more than in 2021. As you may recall, we
had over a dozen new or rechartered Chapters in 2022. In this edition you
will read from our editor some ideas to help foster interest in our mission
and ministry. Where might some of them fit in your Chapter plans? For our
members-at-large, over 600 of you, what ideas expressed in this edition
might you bring to your rector for consideration? What are the possibilities of
igniting a Chapter at your parish now? Remember it only takes five guys,
including the rector (whether female or male). Each of you have a Province
President to help with this possibility. Give us a call and we can connect you.
Take a look at the new Brotherhood of St. Andrew website (brothersandrew.
net) and see what possibilities are there. Put some of the suggestions here
into action and SEND US A STORY about it. We may place it in an upcoming
edition of the THE CROSS magazine or our bi-weekly LEAD LIKE ANDREW email
newsletter.

On a personal level, I know many of you have been dealing with extended
illness, caregiving responsibilities and other issues that can overwhelm your

days. The good news of Easter Sunday is
that Christ overcame so, so much and is
alive and with us in every moment of our
day. Let God’s peace settle over you and
enfold you. Walk boldly along your path
with our ever-present Companion. Trust our
Father enough to face the problems as they
come rather than trying to anticipate them.
Receive His peace abundantly and
thankfully.

Lastly, we are about to watch high school
seniors graduate in the coming weeks.
Prayerfully consider sponsoring a pre-paid
four-year membership for every young man
at your church in the Class of 2023. They are
called “Junior Members” in our
Constitution/Bylaws. It’s just $40 and all
about mustard seed planting. As a Junior
Member they will receive every digital

publication we provide to help them remember where “home” really is.
Here’s the link for that application: brothersandrew.net/wp-content/uploads/
2022/11/2021_Brotherhood_Membership_Application.pdf

I know we’re in Lent, but I want to borrow your imagination for a moment
at what’s about to come!

“Peace be with you…..Receive the Holy Spirit.”
-John 20:19-22(NKJV)

youtu.be/mFWQgxXM_b8

https://brothersandrew.net
https://brothersandrew.net
https://brothersandrew.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2021_Brotherhood_Membership_Application.pdf
https://brothersandrew.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2021_Brotherhood_Membership_Application.pdf
https://youtu.be/mFWQgxXM_b8
https://youtu.be/mFWQgxXM_b8
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Easter Sunday
Creative Ways to Introduce
Your Brotherhood Chapter
to Your Church

Easter is an especially great time to connect with your
congregation and demonstrate that your Chapter is alive, well,
and faithfully engaging in the Brotherhood of St. Andrew
disciplines of Prayer, Study, and Service. So, what can you do on
Easter Sunday, when one of the largest crowds of the church
year is assembled, to engage, invite, and involve others in your
Chapter's ministry? Here are a few quick creative ideas.
• Designate some Brothers to be special greeters outside your

church doors. Equip the greeters with a basket of carnation lapel pins
with a paper Brotherhood of St. Andrew label attached to each pin or
stem. Invite each Brother to pin on a carnation. This is a great time to
connect with some lapsed Chapter Brothers, too, by welcoming them,
inquiring about their well being, expressing that you have missed them,
and inviting them to wear a Brotherhood carnation and join you for your
next Chapter gathering. Imagine the visibility this could create for your
Chapter and the conversations it could start!

• Start snapping! Virtually everyone is into pulling out their phones
and snapping Easter Sunday photos. How about creating a beautiful
photo selfie spot in a high visibility, well-lighted location around your
church? Using cardboard or light weight wood, build and colorfully
paint and label a three-foot by five-foot frame with the name of your
church, the words "Easter 2023" andChapter—on the lower
section—"Brotherhood of St. Andrew." You may want to consider
offering a second,
larger frame, too,
for big family groups
or larger groups of
friends. Decorate
your photo spot with
an attractive array
of movable potted
palms and Spring
flowers. You'll want
to encourage and
offer to help people
arrange the setting
and take photos. While you're doing this, it's an excellent opportunity to
talk with them about your Chapter, what you do, when and where you
meet, and how they can get involved. Inform and invite! (For extra

points, invite them to hashtag your Chapter when they post their photos
to social media—as in #stswithensBrotherhoodChapter)

• Have fun with plastic eggs. Fill a bunch of them with info and an
invitation about your Chapter, along with a piece of candy. Give out
your plastic eggs at the church door, in the parish hall, and absolutely
everywhere. Use them
as conversation
starters for men you
would especially like
to invite to an
upcoming Chapter
event. Even place
them on car windows
in the parking lot or
spread them out on the church lawn—anyplace you can think of to
reach others.

• Make a powerful visual statement as church is letting out. One
idea. Create and decorate a colorful "Alleluia" out of light wood or
heavy cardboard. Have every Brother line up and hold a different letter
of the "Alleluia!" on display as church guests are departing. Have an
additional poster board or wooden type of sign that says: "The
Brotherhood of St. Andrew wishes you a Happy Easter!" And, be sure
include a contact point for more info on your sign.

• If you have some funds to work with, go online, search "butterfly
release" and make arrangements for your Chapter to sponsor a
well-publicized. spectacular, unforgettable Spring butterfly release in
front of your church or in the church garden after Easter Sunday
worship has concluded.

Whatever creative thing you decide to do to share your
Chapter on Easter Sunday, be sure to check signals with your
clergy and/or vestry or other leadership. And then go forth in
Easter joy!

ANOTHER WAY TO SET UP A PHOTO SPOT.FIND A PHOTO BACKDROP ON
AMAZON (SEARCH FOR “PHOTO BACKGROUNDS FOR EASTER.” DON'T FORGET
TO ADD THE BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW LOGO.



T�� C����March 2023 5



T�� B���������� �� S�. A�����#brstandrew 6

IN TEXAS…

IN ILLINOIS…

The Texas Assembly of the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew held their Annual Meeting on January 28
at Trinity Episcopal Church in The Woodlands, TX.
The meeting included a continental breakfast,
financial reports, a golf tournament summary,
speakers, lunch, a Fall Boys Retreat summary,
scholarships, Province VII updates, and Chapter
Reports. The Brothers also offered prayers for
those in need.

The keynote speaker was Brother Tom Martin,
Field Operations Vice President to our National
Board of Directors. He is a member of St. Peter &
St. Paul Episcopal Church in Marietta, GA. He
offered words about the Brotherhood’s purpose
and mission, as well as shared information about
the new Brotherhood of St. Andrew website.

Other speakers included Dana Robertson,
Kinship Program Manager for Angel Reach, a
Brotherhood-supported program that offers

assistance to children. Dr. J.A.Rob, Jr., CEO/
Founder of the Positive Black Male Association of
Houston, spoke about the impact Brotherhood
support has had on the lives of innercity youth
through that organization. Brother Ed Davis spoke
about Prison Ministry and Restorative Justice.
Chris Mathews, Province VII president, talked
about what’s happening in the province and
churchwide.

The Texas Assembly also recognized the service
of two individuals. Dan Brast, Vice-President of
the Assembly, was recognized for his many
contributions, including serving as Past President
of the Assembly and managing the Assembly’s
Annual Golf Tournament. David Hobbs was
recognized for his many contributions as past
Treasurer, webmaster, and chairman of the Fall
Boys Retreat.

TEXAS BROTHERHOOD ASSEMBLY HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING
BY PETER GILMOUR, PRESIDENT, TEXAS BROTHERHOOD ASSEMBLY
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Brothers from the St. Andrews in Downers Grove, IL. and St. John's in
Naperville, IL. Chapters have combined to provide financial and work
project support to Wayside Cross Ministries in Aurora, Illinois. Wayside is a
Christian-based mission that provides housing, skills training, and spiritual
guidance to men needing support. The center often serves men just
released from prison. It is a place of recovery for those who are
experiencing brokenness, addiction, poverty, or abuse.

ILLINOIS CHAPTERS COMBINE EFFORTS TO SERVE

Brothers recently visiting Wayside Cross Ministries are (from left to right):
Kurt Wiesner, Jeff Dooling, Birnie Harper, Nick Velazquez, Bob Turneer, Waring Webb,

Guenter Conzelmann, Tim Seidler, Thom Sutton, Bill Powell, and Greg Wunsch.

The St. John's Naperville, IL Brotherhood Chapter joined with Boy Scout
Troop #133 on January 24 to package meals for starving children throughout
the world—including the Ukraine. Eight Brothers worked side by side with
the Boy Scouts and their families in this effort. 2.400 meals were packaged
during the event, which will be sufficient to feed 68 children for a period of
one year. Brother Greg Wunsch is pictured working alongside one of the
scouts.

ST. JOHN’S NAPIERVILLE, IL HELPS FEED THE WORLD
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IN FLORIDA…

IN NEW MEXICO…

TEXAS CHAPTER PRESENTS TWO SCHOLARSHIPS

FLAGLER COUNTY, FLORIDA, BROTHERS GATHER

BROTHERS SHARE EXHIBIT AT
DIOCESAN CONVENTION

BROTHERHOOD CHAPTER MEMBERS WERE RECENTLY INSTALLED AT ST.
FRANCIS, RIO RANCHO, NM
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The Brotherhood of St. Andrew in Texas recently presented scholarships to
two Class of 2022 graduates. The winner of this year's top scholarship was
Bella Boulter, Christ Church, Tyler. Bella is the daughter of the Rev. Dr. Matt
and Bouquet Boulter. The Rev. Dr. Boulter is the rector of Christ Church.

Bella received a $2,000 scholarship and plans to attend the University of
Washington and major in pre-med.

The Brotherhood also awarded a runner-up scholarship in the amount of
$1,000 to Reagan Schluter from St. Dunstan's, Houston.

Chapter Director Hal Meyer, along with fellow members of the
Brotherhood from Christ Church. is pictured presenting the check to Bella.

Florida Brothers at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in Flagler County
gathered recently for a combined St. Andrew’s commemoration and
preparation for Epiphany event. Their time together included Eucharist, a
breakfast, and a program with Tom Martin, national Brotherhood of St.
Andrew Vice-President of Field Operations, on “The Value of the
Brotherhood.”

Pictured are (left) The Rev. Cannon Robert Goolsby, Rector, and (right)
Brother Stephen Wing, Chapter Director with Chapter members between
them.

Brothers in the Diocese of the Rio Grande
recently shared about the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew with an exhibit at their diocesan
convention



Welcome to the first Treasurer’s Report for 2023. This report has been updated and explains the financial results for the 4th
quarter of 2022.

For the 4th quarter period ending December 31, 2022, YTD ministry pledges paid in were $109,828. This total represents a
combination of junior, associate, senior, senior leadership pledges, life members and partial pledges. Over 267 new brothers
joined the brotherhood in 2022 and we witnessed the chartering or re-chartering of 13 Chapters. The Finance Committee
encourages monthly-paying members to continue to make their pledges as planned as we enter the first quarter of 2023, which

may prove much more challenging that the past quarter. The Finance Committee also emphatically encourages Province Presidents and Chapter
Directors to continue to exercise their due diligence by contacting all currently unpaid and inactive Chapter members to reconsider their pledge
donations and to make 2023 a year of recommitment to the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew.

The year to date balance of Operating Income at the end of the 4th quarter period
was $288,114.66. Year to date Total Operating Expenses at the end of the 4th
quarter was $284,506.41. During the period from 10/1/22 through 12/31/22, total
deposits were $62,197, while Total Operating, Financing, and Investing expenses of
$68,789 posed a greater challenge to the Finance Committee as it sought to control
outflows by applying stricter spending policies. One of such policies include, in an
order of priority, deferring certain expenses into the following month. The Finance
Committee also considered prepaying certain expenses to control the higher
administrative costs in months when income streams remain low. The beginning cash
balances for 2022 was $43,870.92 and taking all income and expenses for 2022
into consideration, the Cash and Cash Equivalents, as of December 31, 2022, was
$37,265.73.

The Finance Committee held its first meeting of 2023 on January 24th, when it
reviewed all planned expenses for February, and made informed and educated
decisions on managing such expenses. As promised, the Finance Committee has
pledged to remain transparent and economically viable. God bless our endeavors.
Stay tuned for the January financial performance report in the next newsletter.

Brother Cecil Buxo
National Treasurer
Chairman, Finance Committe
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JOIN US FOR OUR APRIL WEBINAR
Our April monthly webinar during Holy

Week Wednesday, April 5, will feature
reflections from The Rev. Carl Buxo from
Sun City Center, FL. The Rev. Buxo has
recently retired as the parish priest at
Trinity in St. Clair Shores, Michigan and is
a cousin of Brother Cecil Buxo, our
Brotherhood of St. Andrew Treasurer. Be
prepared for a VERY Inspirational time!
Meeting URL: us02web.zoom.us/j/81854319259?

pwd=VmNORjNIZWNoVXhoNlJDQWR6QTV3dz09
Shortcut: moreinfo.news/2ta

TREASURER’S REPORT

CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES (EOY2022)*
Cash received from Ministry Pledges** 81,388.00
Cash received from Senior Leadership Pledges 13,040.00
Cash received from LM Donations*** 15,400.00
Cash received from Annual Giving **** 14,955.00
Cash Received from Other Contributions 92,338.22
Cash Received from Other Income 110,993.44
Cash Paid for Administrative Expenses -190,919.13
Net Cash from Operating Activities 137,602.09

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES (EOY2022)*:
Cash paid from Endowment Trust Fund -50,620.00 -50,620.00
Net Cash from Investing Activities -50,620.00 -50,620.00

CASH FLOWS FROM FINANCING ACTIVITIES (EOY2022):
Admin & Program Expenses -93,587.28
Net Cash from Financing Activities -93,587.28

Net Increase (Decrease) in Cash and Cash Equivalents -6.605.19
Cash and Cash Equivalents — Beginning of Year 2023 43,870.92
Cash and Cash Equivalents — End of Year 2022 37,265.73

* EOY: End of Year
** Junior, Associate & Senior Pledges
*** LM: Life Member (New and Existing)
**** Annual Giving & Paid Parish

http://us02web.zoom.us/j/81854319259?pwd=VmNORjNIZWNoVXhoNlJDQWR6QTV3dz09
http://us02web.zoom.us/j/81854319259?pwd=VmNORjNIZWNoVXhoNlJDQWR6QTV3dz09
http://moreinfo.news/2ta

